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Madrasah Arabia Islamia (Daarul Uloom – Azaadville) 
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FOREWORD BY  

HADHRAT MOULANA YAHYA BHAM SAHIB  
Hadhrat Moulana Yahya Bham Sahib is a Senior and Select Khaleefah 

of Hadhrat Moulana Abrarul Haq Sahib . Hadhrat is also the 

Naazim of Masjide Ashraf in Lenasia, as well as Ameer of Khidmatul 

Awaam, a Group which has made Haj more affordable for the 

Ummah in South Africa.    

 
Brother Rashid, I marvel and salute you on the depth of 

the dives that you have taken into the ocean  of the life of 

our Hadhrat Moulana abdulHamid Saheb .  You  have 

done the Ummah a great service by bringing forth the 

pearls that you have retrieved to display to the ‘Aashiqeen 

(lovers) of this, the path of love of Allah هلالج لج , in these 

difficult times of trials and tribulations. 

 

Companionship at the feet of the pious is a great bounty 

of Allah هلالج لج, and its continuance is also of great 

importance. The light that is transmitted by our pious 

leaders is passed on from heart to heart. This is aptly 

demonstrated by Hadhrat Moulana (abdulHamid Sahib) 

after drinking, not merely from wells but from different 

oceans. Very and strongly distinguishable is the sweet 

fragrance that emanates from Hadhrat of ‘Aarif Billaah, 

Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Sahib . 

http://www.arabic-calligraphy.net/shop/bismellah-arabic-calligraphy-design/
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Hadhrat Moulana distinguishes, yet balances the modern 

and the traditional, thus allowing the Saaliqeen (those 

who tread the path of the love of Allah هلالج لج), to sail their 

ships through the rough waters, and reach their 

destinations with ease. 

 

Brother Rashid, may Allah هلالج لج reward you well for this 

long companionship and for the delivering of this 

Amaanat (trust), and may many more glimpses be 

revealed. These pages are testimony that your focus has 

been well concentrated. 

 

The Ikhtilaaf (differences) in the Ummah is apparent, and 

you have clearly demonstrated the beautiful Usloob 

(principles) through which Hadhrat Moulana dealt with 

these ice-thin paths.  

 

Jazaakallaah and Was Salaam 

Your Brother in Islam 

(Hadhrat Moulana) Yahya Bham  

11th Rabi Uth Thaani 1435 

11th February 2014. 
 

Note to the Readers: Hadhrat is currently not well, and he read this book 

entirely while undergoing dialysis. It is my plea to all readers to make Duaa 

for Hadhrat’s complete Shifa, as well as ask others to do the same. May Allah 

  .grant Hadhrat complete Shifa. InshaAllah. Aameen هلالج لج
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PREFACE 
“There is nothing to writing. All you do is sit down at a computer and 

bleed.” 

“Silhouetted Glimpses”, yes these are what this book 

entails. It is for some time now that I wanted to have 

published the biography of My beloved Abbaajee, 

Hadhrat Moulana Shah abdulHamid Saheb , but 

Hadhrat’s humility, and trying to get Abbaajee to comply 

in terms of an interview led to dead ends. Once Abbaajee 

told me to speak to people who knew him, should I want 

to script his biography, but it failed authenticity.  

 

 It all started with the permission I had received from 

Hadhrat Moulana Abdullah Saheb Al Barni Al Madani 

, who is the son of the illustrious scholar of Deen, 

Hadhrat Mufti ‘Aashiq Ilaahi Saheb , with regard to 

translating an Urdu book he had written entitled:  

ں ےک اسھتدنچ ےحمل اہلل وول  

which means, “A Few  Moments with the Pious.” In that 

book, is scripted the lives and conduct of a number of our 

pious elderly, some of whom have reached the mercy of 

Allah هلالج لج, and others who are alive until this day. After 

permission of translating this Urdu works was granted to 

me by Hadhrat Moulana Abdullah Al Barni Al Madani 

Saheb , I requested from him if I could include some of 

my experiences I have had with my beloved Sheikh, 

Hadhrat Moulana abdulHamid Is’haq Saheb ,  for 
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which permission was granted, and it was suggested that 

it be placed into the translated version as a supplement.  

 

However, each of the recalled incidents of the luminaries 

who were written about entailed about six to eight pages, 

and when I had completed writing on only some of my 

experiences with Hadhrat Moulana abdulHamid Saheb 

, the page tally exceeded sixty pages. It was then 

decided that we would separate the two books, and have 

my experiences with my beloved Sheikh, Hadhrat 

Moulana abdulHamid Saheb  as a book on its own.  

 

However, despite having scripted in excess of one 

hundred and eighty pages regarding my experiences with 

Hadhrat, I still feel that it is a travesty of justice to a 

person who Allah هلالج لج has afforded the bounties of having 

achieved so much in so little time. I could go on writing 

volumes on Hadhrat’s conduct, his character, his 

compassion, his generosity, his wisdom, his far-

sightedness, and yet I would not be able to do justice to 

Hadhrat’s being, as well as his qualities in any way.  

 

Therefore, please accept this humble work for the spirit in 

which it was written, as you, the reader will InshaAllah 

definitely benefit a great deal. 

 

This book for all intents and purposes is not designed to 

be a biography of Abbaajee, but my impressions of 
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Abbaajee. This Kitaab was shown to Abbaajee before 

publication, and Abbaajee approved its content. 

However, my feeling is that it falls far short of the 

desired effects, hence the title, “Silhouetted Glimpses.” 

Also, please note that wherever topics that require 

further explanations are concerned, or wherever it is felt 

that explanations should be given for the benefit of the 

reader, these are done in bold italics between square 

brackets [For example]. 

 

To all who have assisted me with this book, especially for 

some who strongly advised me regarding certain issues, 

you will never fathom my gratefulness to you. Your 

rewards are with Allah هلالج لج, and with Him alone. 

Jazaakallaahu Khairan. 

 

Abu Muhammad. 

 

What better way to introduce the one you love than with a 

poem dedicated to him. This is the first poem I wrote to 

Hadhrat. 

 

ں ي

 

ےہ، لبلب  و وھپل سبںغ  و ارا رپوان  

دا اک روسل

 

 ےک يلي ےہ خ

ق

ي
سبںملسو هيلع هللا ىلصدصّي  

 

رےںےہ رگم ںالکم ييںںاکاابقل  ي

ق

دںۓليں ت ي

 

رش  

رے  تبحص ي

ق

رمردشيي اکلم اک وت ےہ سب ت ں   ايي
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MY DUAA, YOUR REWARD 
O Beloved, when I reflect, 

On your efforts, I introspect, 

Where must you have started, where now you are? 

I believe your road was rough, your destination far. 

 

I then imagine you, the blessed lad, 

Maternal love buried at a tender age, how you must have been sad! 

My heart bleeds, Hadhrat, when I imagine your plight, 

Yet, when I see you now, all I see is light! 
 

Blessed is the day, when the intention in you was borne, 

To serve your Creator, from that day on. 

How many from you would benefit, had you ever thought? 

Certainly your efforts haven’t come to nought. 

 

O my guardian, I do admire, 

How you trampled desire upon desire, 

Your youth for His pleasure you did sacrifice, 

For youth in general, this is a high price. 

 

I imagine you “burning the midnight oil”, 

And this apart from difficulties, and financial toil. 

A scholar you were of, and among illustrious men, 

Indeed, mightier than the martyr’s sword is your pen. 

 

The subcontinent you had trodden, and with grace, 

In the hands of dervishes your hands you did place. 

These luminous legends you did serve, 

Their heartfelt prayers you got and you deserve. 

 

Tableegh, the truth, you did propagate, 

In times when people frowned, and got irate. 

For this you travelled the world far and wide, 

My beloved, undoubtedly Allah is on your side! 
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Then came the day, after much training and toil, 

That you set foot upon your original soil. 

With your intentions firm, your mind astute, 

You got about establishing a beautiful institute. 
 

 

To Allah you left your worries, and your fate, 

Alhamdulillah! How many did, and still do graduate. 

I am sure even you have lost count, 

But Allah knows the exact amount. 
 

Then the Khaanqah you established with intentions pure, 

For spiritual diseases, we all need a cure. 

The inflicted come in with gulp and yelp, 

Admiring adherents they become, with Allah’s help. 

 

Your achievements I tried to cover in stanzas ten, 

A condensation this is, of volumes ten times ten. 

The object for this, is my supplication for you, 

Please, don’t stop Hadhrat, please read this through. 
 

You cannot imagine the reward you earned, 

Count each millilitre of jet fuel burned. 

A dedicated Student, Servant, and Worker of Deen you are, 

Idhaara, Naazim, Murshid, your dedication goes far. 

 

All these rewards, O my beloved guide, 

I plea to Allah, to reserve, to set aside, 

Your Jannatul Firdous be earned with only this in sight! 

That the hand of this sin-riddled clot you took, and guided to light. 
 

My beloved Murshid, I want you to know, 

All saints, from Basra to Balkh, their status quo, 

Is admittedly lofty, they served Allah with zeal and zest, 

But in my closeness to you, my spirituality grows the best 
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Introduction 

An apt opportunity this is, to ‘introduce’ Hadhrat 

Moulana Shah abdulHamid Saheb . As the cliché goes 

before many a Bayaan, when Hadhrat Moulana Saheb is 

being introduced, the Aalim or speaker introducing 

Hadhrat Moulana states that Hadhrat Moulana “needs no 

introduction”.  This indeed is a fact, . . . a clichéd fact. This 

humble servant has extracted one of numerous views and 

opinions of great Ulema from abroad, who have 

recognised the calibre of Hadhrat Moulana abdulHamid 

Saheb , and, who in turn, is introducing Hadhrat 

Moulana to us.  

 

The following introduction is that of Hadhrat Moulana 

Muhammad Haneef Jaalandri Saheb , who has written 

the following article in a monthly newsletter, entitled AL 

KHAIR, which is published and distributed by Madrasah 

Khairul Madaaris, Multan, Pakistan. This article was read 

by Hadhrat Moulana abdulHamid Saheb’s Sheikh, Aarif 

Billah, Hadhrat Moulana Shah Hakeem Muhammad 

Akhtar Saheb , who sent a photocopy of this article 

with Qari Yaqub Saheb   of Rustenburg. The author of 
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this article is Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad Haneef 

Jaalandri Saheb , who is the principal of Khairul 

Madaaris. Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad Haneef Saheb  

 is the son of Hadhrat Moulana Khair Muhammad 

Saheb , who was not only  the founder of Khairul 

Madaaris, but also a select Khaleefah of Hakeemul 

Ummat, Mujaddide Millat, Ashraful Ulema, Hadhrat 

Moulana Ashraf Ali Thaanwi . The article is written in 

Urdu, and a direct translation of this article is scripted 

below. 

 

“Three or four days had passed in doing various duties. I   

was also occupied sometimes by giving a few lessons and 

informal talks by request. I had the fortune of arriving at 

the highly recognised, and distinguished Institute, 

Madrasah Arabia Islamia, in Azaadville (Johannesburg), 

South Africa on Tuesday, the 8th of July, 1997. As I 

reached South Africa, my intention was to visit this 

institute. However, as they  were having their vacation 

break, I got delayed. I have heard a lot of this institute, 

and the respectable name of  its founder and principal, 

Hadhrat Moulana abdulHamid Saheb, in  Pakistan. Some 

Ulema had especially requested that I convey their 
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salaams to Hadhrat Moulana abdulHamid Saheb. I too, 

had a great desire to meet the afore mentioned Hadhrat 

Moulana. Anyway, when I phoned,  Hadhrat Moulana’s 

friendliness and sincerity was beyond my expectations, 

and Hadhrat Moulana invited me to the madrasah, and 

for supper. Subsequently, at about Maghrib time, as we 

were approaching the masjid, from a distance, I saw a 

beautiful, and magnificent building which portrayed the 

dignity of Islam, and this, in a non-Muslim country. I saw 

many such institutions in South Africa, all of them are 

praiseworthy, and in line with religious conformity. 

However, this institute stands out. I performed my 

Maghrib Salaah in the Jaame Masjid of this institute. It 

was filled to capacity with students from the madrasah, 

and it is a very beautiful and vast, spacious masjid.  

 

After performing my Maghrib Salaah, I met Hadhrat 

Moulana abdulHamid Saheb , the principal, and 

founder of this institute, for the first time, and I expressed 

to Hadhrat Moulana, that I desired to meet him for some 

time now, as I had heard a lot about him. Hadhrat 

Moulana then replied , “After having seen me, you must 

have regrets, as I am not in person, as what you might 

have heard, or imagined me to be. I am but an ordinary 
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person.” Hadhrat Moulana’s reply hasn’t terminated my 

astonishment, and until today these words still echo in my 

ears.  

 

Hadhrat Moulana’s  humility and self-annihilation  is  

inherent to such an extent, that this great servant of Allah, 

and Aalim of Deen thinks nothing of himself. I 

immediately replied that Hadhrat Moulana in his 

personage superseded whatever I heard, or imagined him 

to be. 

 

“Shonidah ke bawad maawinde deedah.”  

This is a saying in Phaarsi (Persian), which equivalently 

means, “Seeing is believing.” 

 

The house is at a short distance away from the masjid. 

Our discussion continued while we had our meals. 

Hadhrat Moulana with perfect affection added that as 

long as I am going to be in Johannesburg, I should be his 

guest. Subsequently, I accepted Hadhrat Moulana’s 

invitation and agreed to stay at the Madrasah for a few 

days. Seeing that I have a preference to staying in a 
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madrasah, the environment is familiar and intimate, and 

listening to the Quraan Shareef, and the Hadeeth of 

Rasoolullaah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is an added blessed opportunity.  

 

This madrasah is a great Deeni institution. There are more 

than four hundred students studying at this madrasah. 

Apart from local students, there are students from the 

West, Africa as well as Arabia, who are studying at this 

institute. Initially, the conversant study medium is 

English, the medium is then later changed to Urdu. Apart 

from Hifz ul Quraan Shareef, lessons are catered for in 

Hadeeth Shareef  right until the final stage of Aalim 

graduation. There are great and reputed Asaatizah 

[tutors], who are fulfilling their duties to completion by 

tutoring the students in this institute. Apart from the 

tutoring (Taaleem) facility, the students are guided in 

right living and social and general etiquettes - spiritual 

nurturing - (Tarbiah).   

 

Seeing the students, I became envious. They  wore 

amaamas which conformed to Sunnat. Their dressing was 

in line with Shariat. All the students were found to 

congregate for Salaah with Jamaat before Takbeere Ula. In 
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my opinion, the Madaaris of Pakistan should also give 

Tarbiah (spiritual nurturing) preference to Taaleem 

(education). These days, this aspect requires greater 

attention. I stayed here for four days. Hadhrat Moulana 

abdul Hamid Saheb was extremely hospitable.  

 

Hadhrat Moulana’s allegiance (Bay’at) connection is with 

the Khaleefah of Hadhrat Moulana Abraarul Haq Saheb 

, (Khaleefah of Hakeemul Ummat Thaanwi), Hadhrat 

Moulana Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb  

(Karachi), and Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Akhtar Saheb 

 has also given Khilaafat to Hadhrat Moulana. Hadhrat 

Hakeem Saheb ’s grace is clearly visible in South 

Africa. Many leading Ulema are Mureed, and Kulafaah of 

Hadhrat Hakeem Saheb. In each city, the Ulema and 

people in general have a connection with Hadhrat.  It 

wouldn’t be untrue if it were said that at this time in 

South Africa, the largest gathering of adherents and 

associates belong to Hadhrat Hakeem Saheb Daamat  

Barakaatuhum. Hadhrat Hakeem Saheb  is a 

prominent member of the advisory board of Khairul 

Madaaris, Multan, and Khairul Madaaris looks upon 
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Moulana Akhtar Saheb with great affection. Hadhrat 

always cherishes us with his compassion and Duaas. 

 

In my travel to South Africa, among those people who 

had hosted me, Hadhrat Moulana abdulHamid Saheb’s 

name comes foremost to mind. Words do no justice in 

expressing my thanks to the kindness and affection he has 

shown me. I will never forget the hospitality and affection 

I got from Hadhrat Moulana.  The afore mentioned 

Moulana has a temperament in which is combined 

knowledge and practice, he is a man of piety, humility, 

simplicity, good character, compassion, and hospitality. 

Hadhrat Moulana is a living example of sincerity, 

Godliness, and the simplicity of our pious predecessors. 

Hadhrat Moulana has Mureeds also, Masha Allah in 

adequate numbers.               

 

Allah هلالج لج‘s Immense Bounties Upon Hadhrat   

The less written about this topic the better, because words 

will only water down the bounties Allah هلالج لج has blessed 

Hadhrat with. Firstly, Hadhrat was born on Youmul 

Jumuah (Friday) at 13:00. An extremely blessed day, and 
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an extremely blessed time. Then Allah هلالج لج blessed 

Hadhrat with Deeni and secular education in his early 

later years to draw comparisons as to which is more 

beneficial. Allah هلالج لج has blessed Hadhrat to become a 

Hafizul Quraan, and an ‘Aalim. Allah هلالج لج had blessed 

Hadhrat with Asaatiza (Tutors) of extremely high calibre, 

as well as great pious personalities during his life who 

were true leaders in Deen.  

 

Allah هلالج لج then took, and is still taking Deeni work from 

Hadhrat in all the Deeni spheres like the Tabligh Jamaat, 

parting of Deen at Maktab level, parting of Deen at Daarul 

Uloom level, Tasawwuf and Islaah, a Kaamil Sheikh-e-

Tareeqat, a Naazim of a Khaanqah, a Principal of a Daarul 

Uloom, and a social worker. Hadhrat has established 

many projects through which the under-privileged  

benefit. An example of this is that Hadhrat had a bakery 

constructed on the Daarul Uloom premises which bakes 

bread daily for the underprivileged of the surrounding 

squatter camps, this stands as a lone example of the 

multitude of other initiatives Hadhrat has undertaken. 

Hadhrat is also a Daa’ee (propagator) who travels the 
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world over calling people to Allah هلالج لج and explain to 

them the love of Allah هلالج لج and how to love Allah هلالج لج. 

 

Hadhrat ’s Early Life 

Hadhrat Moulana abdulHamid Ibn Ibrahim Is’haq Sahib 

was born on the 24th of Shawwal 1364 Hijri (20th 

September 1946) on the auspicious day of Jumuah at 13:00 

(the time of Jumuah) in Primrose, a district of Germiston, 

on the East Rand, as recorded by his father on the back of 

his birth certificate. Hadhrat   grew up in difficult 

conditions. The dwelling of Hadhrat's family was a stable 

which had been converted into a house. At the young age 

of nine, Hadhrat lost his mother, Amina. (May Allah هلالج لج 

shower her Qabr with His mercy). 

 

Education 

Hadhrat attained his Maktab education at Madrasah 

Quwwatul-Islam in Germiston. Amongst his Asaatizah, 

were: Moulana Fakhruddin Sahib , Hafiz Muhammad 

Salloo Sahib , Moulana Ahmed Bera Sahib  and Apa 

Zubeida . 
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Hadhrat attended the Singh Indian Primary School in 

Germiston up to standard five (1370-1376/1952-1958). 

Thereafter, he proceeded to William Hills High School in 

Benoni where he completed his Matric (1377-1381/1959-

1963). Hadhrat always refers to secular education not as 

‘education’, but as ‘information’. The reason for this is that 

things change regularly, for example in one decade  

human research will show that aspirin is good for a 

person, then in the next decade their research findings is 

that it is detrimental for you. Hadhrat is not a proponent 

for secular education, though it is necessary Hadhrat says, 

but only to the extent of its needs. 

 

In 1382/1964 (at the age of 17), Hadhrat enrolled at the 

Waterval Islamic Institute (Mias Farm) to study the Aalim 

Course. There, over a period of five years, Hadhrat 

studied various Kitaabs, including Hidaaya Awwalain 

and Jalaalain Shareef, under the expert tuition of Asaatiza 

such as: Mufti Ibrahim Sanjalwi Sahib , Mufti Bashir 

Sanjalwi Sahib , and Moulana Ibrahim Mia Sahib . 

During this very period, Hadhrat utilized whatever free 

time that was available for the memorisation of the 

Quraan Majeed which he completed under the renowned 
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Ustaadh of Hifz, Hadhrat Hafiz Abdur Rahmaan Mia 

Sahib .  

 

Thereafter in 1388 AH (1969), at the age of 22 Hadhrat 

travelled to India and took admission in the world famous 

institute, Daarul Uloom Deoband. The following year 

(1389) Hadhrat completed the Aalim-Fadhil course, 

studying Bukhari Shareef under Hadhrat Moulana 

Fakhruddin Sahib  and Mufti Mahmood Hasan 

Gangohi Sahib . After qualifying, Hadhrat spent an 

additional year at Deoband, solely to make effort on the 

Quraan Majeed (revision and Tajweed.) 

 

When Hadhrat had arrived in India, he took Bay'at at the 

hands of Hadhrat Sheikhul Hadeeth, Moulana 

Muhammad Zakariyya Sahib  and had established an 

Islaahi Ta'alluq with Hadhrat Mufti Mahmood Hasan 

Gangohi Sahib . 

 

Before returning to South Africa, Hadhrat went to 

Saharanpur to spend Ramadaan in the auspicious 

company of his mentor. It was during this period that 
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Hadhrat was informed of the passing away of his father, 

who had passed away on the 29th of Ramadan at the age 

of 63, due to a heart attack. (May Allah هلالج لج shower his 

Qabr with His Mercy). On his return from India, Hadhrat 

took up the post of Imamat at the Germiston Masjid. 

Together with Imamat, Moulana taught Maktab and later 

taught Hifz, and devoted himself to the effort of the 

Tablighi Jamaat.  

 

 

Secular Tertiary Education and Hadhrat ’s 

Open Repentance for Acquiring the Same 
Hadhrat had a great fervour and interest to translate the 

Kitaabs and great works of our Akaabireen (religious 

elders) from the Urdu language into English. For this, 

Hadhrat thought that he should do a course in journalism 

so that he may have a better command of the language, 

etc. On application for the course, he was informed that a 

bachelor’s degree had to be done first. He thus did his 

B.A. with Unisa, through correspondence. In 1396 (1976), 

Hadhrat completed his B.A. degree with distinctions, 

majoring in Arabic and Linguistics. One year later, the 

Rand Afrikaans University approached the authorities at 
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‘Mia’s Farm’ as they required a lecturer in Islamic studies. 

‘Mia’s’ Farm referred them to Hadhrat. 

 

Hadhrat made Mashwarah concerning this with the 

Ulema of Mia’s Farm, as well as with Marhoom Bhai 

Padia Sahib . It was eventually decided that Hadhrat 

accept the offer. Thus, he became a lecturer at Rand 

Afrikaans University. Hadhrat not only lectured the 

students, but also taught lecturers from the Pretoria 

University, Potchefstroom University, University of the 

Witwatersrand (Wits) and other Universities. 

 

During this period, the Rand Afrikaans University offered 

Hadhrat the option to do his BA Honours, which he did. 

He lectured at the Rand Afrikaans University in 1977 and 

1978. The University, being pleased with Hadhrat’s 

results, registered him for his Master of Arts degree and a 

doctorate for which only one thesis each had to be written. 

 

After having accepted the post, and whilst studying, 

Hadhrat realized that the university had only requested 

for him to come in as a lecturer to further their agenda to 

harm Muslims. Since then, Hadhrat has publicly repented 
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for studying for these degrees and lecturing at the 

university, and hopes that that would be an eye-opener 

for others. 

 

Hadhrat’s Efforts as a Daa’ee 

 in the Tabligh Jamaat 
In 1396 (1976), after completing his B.A. with distinctions, 

majoring in Arabic and Linguistics, Hadhrat spent one 

year in Jamaat, in Pakistan, India and Sri Lanka, together 

with his wife. 

 

Thereafter in 1979, Hadhrat left for his second one-year, 

travelling to countries such as Holland, Belgium, Turkey, 

France and the UK. On return, Hadhrat gave up 

university studies and lecturing, and continued with 

Imamat, teaching Hifz and the Aalim Course in 

Germiston. 

 

Hadhrat has also been on numerous occasions going out 

in the path of Allah هلالج لج for four months, forty days, and in 

many other ways which are too numerous to mention. 

Whenever Tablighi Ijtimas (gatherings) took place in 
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South Africa, Hadhrat used to translate the discourses 

given in Urdu to English for the benefit of those who did 

not understand Urdu. Hadhrat’s hallmark with regard to 

this service of Deen is his speciality of translating the 

discourses of Hadhratjee, Hadhrat Moulana In’aam ul 

Hasan Saheb . 

 

Hadhrat ’s Efforts in Parting 

Deeni ‘Ilm (Islamic Knowledge) 
In 1401 (1981), many more students desired to do the 

Aalim Course under Hadhrat. Great efforts were made to 

accommodate them in Germiston, but this did not 

materialize. 

 

In the Khaanqah of Hadhrat Sheikhul-Hadeeth , 

Moulana Muhammad Zakariyya Saheb , Mashwarah 

took place as to Hadhrat moving to Azaadville to 

establish a Daarul Uloom there. Finally in 1402 (1982) 

Hadhrat moved to Azaadville and established the Daarul 

Uloom there, with the Fadhl of Allah. 
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Hadhrat’s Efforts in Tasawwuf 

 and Islaah-e-Nafs 
In 1994, Hadhrat Moulana took Bay'at to Hadhrat Aarif-

Billah  Moulana Shah Hakim Muhammad Akhtar Saheb 

. Hadhrat thereafter accompanied his honourable 

Shaikh for Umrah. On the Mubarak day of Jumuah, in 

front of the Kabah Shareef, in front of the Mizaab-e-

Rahmat, after the Asr Salaah, Hadhrat was blessed with 

Khilaafat. 

 

Hadhrat always says to his Khulafaa, “Your Khilaafat 

Naamaa (letter of Khilaafat) is not a ticket to Jannat. It 

means that you should conduct Majaalis, starting from 

your home, and should the number of attendees swell, 

conduct the Majlis in a Masjid. 

 

Hadhrat leads from the front, this is how he had 

conducted his Majaalis, it is a tried and tested way, and he 

encourages the same.  

 

Hadhrat has also established a Khaanqah, and he is the 

Naazim of the Khaanqah. Majaalis of Islaahe Nafs 
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(spiritual reformation), and Hubbullaah (kindering the 

love for Allah هلالج لج) get conducted every Lailatul Arbia 

(Tuesday night), and during every Islamic month-end 

weekend in Homestead Park Masjid, on Lailatus Sabt 

(Friday night), at the Daarul Uloom Masjid on Lailatul 

Ahad (Saturday night), and on Youmul Ahad (Sunday), 

and all these programs are very well attended. This is 

apart from Hadhrat’s travels propagating spiritual self-

reformation,  and the love of Allah هلالج لج, both locally and 

abroad. 

 

Alhamdulillah! Many of Hadhrat’s Khulafaa also conduct 

programs and Majaalis across the length and breadth of 

this country, and sometimes, especially in Ramadaan they 

go to foreign countries to propagate the same over the full 

month period. 

 

My Association with Hadhrat   

I cannot compare myself with anybody pious, as I am but 

a non-entity. However, there are certain similarities 

regarding comparing personalities which I would like to 

highlight when indicating my association with Hadhrat. 

Firstly the difference in age between Hadhrat and I is the 
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same amount of years between Huzoor ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and Hadhrat 

Umar .  Secondly the manner and perception I had of 

Hadhrat before taking Bay’at to him was similar to that as 

Hadhrat Umar  had of Huzoor ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. Thirdly, when I 

took Bay’at at Hadhrat’s hands I would like to think that 

my past perceptions were dissipated, and the swell of love 

urged in my heart, similar to that of Hadhrat Umar . 

 

The year was 1414 Hijri, 1995 according to the Gregorian 

year. I was the arch enemy of Hadhrat  and all that 

Hadhrat  had stood for. At the time, talks that were 

given in any Masjid were either given by the Tutors or 

students of the Daarul Uloom. Therefore, for every 

statement they had made in their talk, I would give an 

opposing statement in my mind. The Daarul Uloom was a 

no go area for me, and its students were my primary 

target. I used to play a lot of soccer, and when we played 

with teams from the Daarul Uloom I used to go out of my 

way to be more fierce and destructive in my attacks. Then 

it came to me like a bolt from the blue, “What is going to 

happen to you in your Qabr”? I went into a severe 

depression, and sitting in Masjid al Taqwa in Azaadville 

was a Tutor of the Daarul Uloom giving a talk. For the 
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first time there were no counter statements made in my 

mind. I listened carefully, he made sense. In the past I 

cared not who this ‘Aalim was or who that Mufti is. My 

ears pricked, he might be able to help me with my 

depression, but who is he? Is he a Tutor or a student? 

What is his name? I made the necessary enquiries and 

found out that his name is Moulana Zubair Saheb , 

(now Mufti). And where does he stay?  

 

The address was given to me. I found the place, and 

apprehensively I knocked at the door, wondering what 

the reception would be like. It was warm. I started 

explaining . . . then I mentioned that I was Bay’at to a 

Sheikh – Ahle Muhibbeen, though I did not want to take 

Bay’at at his hands, I was forced to by a family elder. I 

was also averse to their practices of Meelad, Salaami, Urs, 

even mixed gatherings of Dhikr, not only men and 

women sitting next to each other, but Tamils maybe 

Christians as well, but due to the coercion of dominant 

elders it had to be done.  

 

Hearing this Mufti Zubair Saheb got stirred, and 

requested that I speak to Hadhrat Moulana Abdul Hamid 
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Saheb   regarding my depression, as Hadhrat   is a 

Sheikh - e - Tariqat. Me? Moulana Abdul Hamid? I 

wondered long and hard, but not too long and not too 

hard, especially those who suffer depression can relate. 

Help from anywhere would do. 

 

 I visited Hadhrat   the same night. I rang the doorbell. 

Hadhrat’s younger son Hadhrat Moulana Abdur 

Rahmaan Saheb   answered the door. He invited me in, 

I removed my shoes and entered the lounge, and I was 

taken aback. Plain sponge covered seating with the same 

kind of backrests. I sat and waited a while, Hadhrat   

appeared with a smile on his face and he greeted me. I 

returned the greeting. I explained my depression and 

conditions, a plate of homemade sweets was brought for 

me, which I partook of, and I got a soft, compassionate 

reply. The reply did not help me. No amount of 

consolence can get a depression sufferer out of their 

depression, but it was the softness and compassion that 

got me thinking. I greeted and left, I must admit 

sheepishly, because I had to go to the house of someone I 

did not hold in favour. Well it happened, but it can be 

avoided in future.  
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My enemy, the depression I suffer, started playing more 

severe mind games with me, now it was Ramadaan 1415 – 

February 1995. I went to see Hadhrat again, this time in 

his office at the Daarul Uloom. I explained my feelings, 

and got a reply. Hadhrat suggested that I sit for Nafil 

I’itikaaf. I was a bit worried, my coercing elders, their 

views on Hadhrat  , however I presented myself, with 

numerous ‘volumes’ of Islamic books I had. I neither ever 

opened a page, nor sat for more than half an hour. 

Ramadaan ended. 

 

Hadhrat suggested that I come to the Daarul Uloom on 

Tuesdays for the weekly Majlis. I attended initially by the 

way, with my neatly trimmed number two beard and 

moustache, wearing my branded pants shirt and tie, of the 

Pierre Cardin three piece suit I wore to work that day. I 

wasn’t reprimanded, I wasn’t shunned, in fact, I was 

called closer to Hadhrat  and made to feel that I belong. 

 

Despite having the correct thoughts that certain practices 

the Ahle Muhibbeen did was wrong, so too, were there 

negative thoughts of the practices of those who followed 

Haq (truth), that I felt were wrong, and some of the elders 
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of my family and I used to mock them. Like the wearing 

of the Kurta, the beard, trimming the moustache, sitting 

on the Dastarkhaan, comments used to be made in our 

conversation, that if it was necessary to wear the kurta, 

then how would we be able to exist in Alaska, and the 

shaving of the moustache and growing the beard makes 

you look like a monkey – na oothubillah, and “. . . they 

make Duaa for Hasanah fid Dunya’, the good of this 

world, when Allah هلالج لج gives it to them, they give away 

their tables and chairs, and sit on the floor to eat. It was 

only after Hadhrat   explained the Tafseer of ‘Hasanah 

fid Dunya’ did I realise my – no, our folly.  

 

So averse were they of Hadhrat that there was one 

particular elderly person who would take Hadhrat’s name 

without his title of Moulana and say that he would do 

such and such to Hadhrat. So, I continued attending the 

weekly Majlis, apprehensively in the start, and sometimes 

the counter statement in the mind for every statement 

made by Hadhrat did occur. The elders of mine came to 

know. They would go weekly to Benoni for some of their 

ritual gatherings, and when they would come back they 

used to tell me of the kind of special qualities “the Bawas” 

said I have. They even said that I have a ‘gift’, and that all 
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they needed to do was to open my gift, but I had to attend 

regularly. I was also told that I would be given the status 

for a flagpole to be planted at my house displaying a 

number of flags. I replied that the only gift I wanted was 

to be able to perform my five times Salaah on time with 

Jamaat. I was told of alleged atrocities that took place at 

the Daarul Uloom, which I ignored.  

 

Hadhrat came to discover that I understood and enjoyed 

Ash’aar (poetry). This is a foregone conclusion regarding 

any Ahle Muhibbeen. Hadhrat’s love, softness, and 

compassion attracted me. There were no big promises of 

‘gifts’, the truth was told, what is expected from a Mu’min 

was highlighted and reiterated with great emphasis, but 

with kindness, gentleness, love, and compassion.      

 

The day is 27th Rajab 1417, it was Lailatul Ahad (Saturday 

night),  7th December 1996. Lailatul Mi’raj. Hadhrat 

Moulana Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb  was the 

guest of the Khaanqah. Hadhrat  delivered a talk at the 

Jaame Masjid in Azaadville. I was stirred. My heart said, 

“Rashid, it is time to make your Mi’raaj. Take Bay’at at the 

hands of Hadhrat Moulana abdulHamid Saheb ”. After 
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the discourse at the Jaame Masjid, supper was served at 

the Daarul Uloom. I got to the Daarul Uloom; I heard 

sounds of people talking, the aroma of various curries, but 

where were the people? I was too shy to ask anyone, my 

heart sank, and I said to myself that this is a sign; a sign 

pointing you away from taking Bay’at, your previous 

feelings may be incorrect, so go back home.  

 

I went home, removed my kurta, yes, my kurta, and 

settled down to sleep. A few minutes later, there was a 

knock on the door. As our careless habits were then, my 

wife answered the door; she came to me and said that 

there was a ‘Moulana’ who wanted to see me. I went to 

investigate, and saw my very beloved close, and caring 

Saathie my Mohsin (Well-wisher) to this day, Doctor 

Farouk Vahed Saheb . He said to me, “Hadhrat 

Moulana abdulHamid Saheb sent me to fetch you”. I left 

the Daarul Uloom dejected, now I am elated. The person 

who I wanted to take Bay’at to and who did not even have 

an inkling that I intended taking Bay’at to, noticed that I 

wasn’t around, and he sent for me. This was Allah هلالج لج’s 

confirmation that I should take Bay’at to Hadhrat .  
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When we got to the Daarul Uloom I for the first time 

realised that the Khaanqah was in the basement; that is 

where the sounds and aromas were coming from. 

Hadhrat saw me, and with a broad smile he took me by 

my hand towards Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad 

Akhtar Saheb , and introduced to Hadhrat in Urdu 

saying, “Hadhrat, this is my friend, his name is Rashid 

Kajee”. Hadhrat Hakeem Saheb  welcomed me greeted 

me, there was an Ash’aar programme, and when Hadhrat 

Hakeem Saheb  left for Lenasia, I sought permission to 

take Bay’at on Hadhrat’s hands. Hadhrat enquired if I was 

certain. I replied in the affirmative, and I, together with a 

student of the Daarul Uloom the then Yusuf Desai, and 

the now Mufti Yusuf Desai, Imaam of Masjid-e-Hilaal in 

Overport Durban, were the first two people to have taken 

Bay’at in the Khaanqah. Both of us took Bay’at at the 

hands of Hadhrat simultaneously. 

 

Hadhrat had stolen my heart. I grew more and more fond 

of him with each passing day. I thought that my love for 

Hadhrat would reach its apex and not expand any more, 

but I was wrong, with every passing day, with every trait 

of Hadhrat’s character, I seem to love him more and more. 
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There is a golden thread in terms of character of 

personalities that binds the character of all the Ahlulaah 

together, and that common golden thread is compassion, 

and winning hearts over. 

 

This was with Allah هلالج لج’s Fadhl (bounties) and Karam 

(kindness), the catalyst that slowly changed the attitudes 

of the elders around me towards Hadhrat. The person 

who once threatingly said things with regard to Hadhrat 

without even using the title of ‘Moulana’ before taking 

Hadhrat’s name, actually visited Hadhrat in his office, 

embraced Hadhrat on many occasions, and even sat in 

Hadhrat’s gatherings. Although many attempts were 

made by me in trying to change his beliefs, he was 

adamant not to, but we loved each other so much that he 

said to me that we should agree to disagree. I agreed, and 

this is because Hadhrat made me realise through his 

teachings that yesterday I was clever, so I wanted to 

change the world. Today, with Allah هلالج لج, kindness, 

Hadhrat’s teaching has made me wise, so I am changing 

myself. This person has now reached the mercy of Allah 

 .and Hadhrat had performed his Janaazah Salaah ,هلالج لج
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Regarding my Marhooma mother, May Allah هلالج لج grant 

her Jannatul Firdose Insha Allah, there was an incident 

that took place in Azaadville, in which the Muslim 

community was split, the Ahle Muhibbeen took their 

children out of the Makaatib and sent them to my mother 

to learn Deeni Ilm (Islamic knowledge). Therefore it was 

natural that she would not want me in Hadhrat’s 

company. When she came to know that I had taken Bay’at 

to Hadhrat, she did not directly show it, but I could feel 

the indirect dislike for my action.  

 

Then Allah هلالج لج had given me the bounty of compiling and 

publishing Hadhrat’s discourses. It is natural for any 

mother to feel proud (although a Muslim should not be 

proud, but it is a natural feeling especially for a mother), 

to see that her son had a book published. She then started 

reading the publications as they got printed, she saw 

changes in me for the better, physically, and spiritually. 

She listened to recorded Ash’aar that I had given to her, 

Ash’aar and Naat Shareefs that were recorded before 

Bayaans would take place, and her attitude slowly started 

to change. 
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My mother and I had planned to go for Haj on the 1st of 

Dhul Qaadah 1422/13 January 2002. Our tickets and 

accommodation were booked, and five days before that 

day, on the 23rd Shawwaal 1422/ 7 January 2002, my 

mother took ill and I was sitting in her room on her bed, 

and she said to me, “Rashid you must take me to Moulana 

abdulHamid, I want to take Bay’at to him”. She reached 

Allah هلالج لج’s mercy the next morning at 7:30, five days 

before we were scheduled to leave for Haj. May Allah هلالج لج 

grant her Jannatul Firdose. 

 

I called Hadhrat to notify him of my mother’s demise. I 

also requested that Hadhrat perform her Janaazah Salaah. 

Hadhrat knowing the situation, as I used to inform 

Hadhrat of my families feelings to me having taken Bay’at 

with him, suggested that it would be better if he would 

not perform my mother’s Janaazah Salaah. I always say 

that I learn a lot from Hadhrat’s silence, and this was 

another lesson.  

 

Although Hadhrat did not elaborate as why it would be 

better that he should not perform the Janaazah Salaah, our 

silent conversation – mine and Hadhrat’s – told me that 
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Hadhrat felt due to the split between the Muslims after 

the incident, if Hadhrat would perform the Janaazah 

Salaah, there are many people who don’t perform their 

Salaah, in the Masaajid because of their differences, and 

they are the same people who sent their children to my 

mother for madrasah, so it would be a disservice to my 

Marhooma mother if anyone of them, due to their 

differences, would forgo the performance of the Janaazah 

Salaah if they saw Hadhrat leading the Janaazah Salaah.  

 

Allahu Akbar! What great thinking by my Abbaajee, and 

what a great bounty of a ‘silent conversation’ between us! 

I insisted, and I asked my maternal uncle, who was also a 

former antagonist of Hadhrat, but now held a cordial 

relationship with Hadhrat to intercede as an elder on my 

behalf. My uncle interceded, and Hadhrat agreed to 

perform my mother’s Janaazah Salaah. On that day I 

noticed that everybody from within, and outside the 

community, and across their differences and ideologies 

had performed the Janaazah behind Hadhrat. It was a day 

the community had united for those few moments, and 

Insha Allah may it remain that way.  So much so with 

regard to may family . . .   
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The Proof of the Pudding 

“You are in Hadhrat’s company for twenty years, how did 

it benefit you.” Many people may want to ask this 

question, but out of respect, or not wanting to pry, do not 

ask, but die to ask. Yes, let me start off like this. Hadhrat’s 

teaching to me is that Allah هلالج لج has created us to 

remember Him, and not to remember our sins.  

 

My narration of some, only some of the benefits of being 

in Hadhrat’s company are scripted in this section, and 

some incidents which border on a more personal note 

would most likely be included, not as a means of 

remembering or making public the mistakes, 

malpractices, or shortfalls that I have had, but as an 

encouragement to others as to what benefits can be 

realised when in the company of the pious.  The majority 

of my shortcomings and Hadhrat’s prescription for 

counteracting these pitfalls, would, naturally be of a 

confidential nature. However, I cover them in a broadly 

speaking generalised way without having to go into 

explicit details, so that the benefits of this companionship 

can be realised, appreciated, and savoured by the reader. I 

hope that you the reader realise the gravity of this. 
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To start with, I come from an ancestry of Pathaan lineage, 

a tribe whose temperament is one of intolerance to say the 

least. My ancestors didn’t come as indentured labourers to 

these shores, but they came as warriors, as soldiers in 

alliance to the British Army to fight the Boers. This will 

give a sufficient description of what could be expected 

with regard to my demeanour. To further expound, the 

family structure is very strongly patriarchal. What the 

man says is law, and wives’ are totally subservient.   

 

Should the wife in the slightest veer from what was 

instructed, or even what was expected, the Pathaan, in 

general, I reiterate, in general, will lash out with a 

backhanded slap.  In fact, Hadhrat Moulana Ashraf ‘Ali 

Thaanwi  had a Mureed, who was a Pathaan. Though 

he was a Mufti, one of Hadhrat’s pre-requisites before 

accepting him for Bay’at, was that he produce a letter 

from his wife stating that he treated her well. As for 

compassion, especially with regard to children – this was 

non-existent. My condition in a nutshell  was,  I came, I 

learned, I practised. 
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In the social structure, I was the kingpin of kith and kin. 

The “main ou”. Every second word of mine was a 

vulgarity. However, we are not talking about me are we? 

We’re talking about Hadhrat.  

 

To put it in a nutshell, Hadhrat had moulded me with 

love and affection over twenty beautiful years of 

companionship. The evolution of change can be seen in 

my children, and their happiness, as well as the happiness 

we experience in each other’s company. I can’t enough 

explain the ‘warmth’ of love and affection, the unity, and 

prosperity we savour today. May Allah هلالج لج keep it that 

way Insha Allah. Alhamdulillah! Masha Allah! 

Jazaakalaah to my beloved Abbaajee. May Allah هلالج لج keep 

it this way always.  

 

In contrast to when I would come home in the past, and 

my children used to ‘cower’ in the corner of a room,  like 

military tin soldiers. Today they are free and happy. It is 

said that in order to keep one’s children happy one has to 

love and respect their mother. So I just wrote, my children 

are happy. I now have bigger circle of friends in many 

varied circles. One group is part of a Masjid Mutawallee 
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make up. Another is the circle who I grew up with and 

played soccer, cricket, and I used to ‘hang around’ with.  

 

Then there is circle of Ulema, and Asaatizaa. The circle of 

my Khanqaah Saathies. There are many such circles, but 

the respect I receive today, is not because I am a ‘kingpin’, 

or the ‘leader of the pack’, with a vulgarity in every 

second word. It is somewhat a mirror image of the respect 

Hadhrat gets afforded, and that which I don’t deserve.  I 

am a thorn, being sold at the value of the rose. A stone, 

being sold for the value of rice. Allah هلالج لج has opened a 

whole new world for me by placing my spiritual 

nurturing in the hands of my dearly beloved Abbaajee.   

 

You see I mentioned the above part first, for a reason. 

What about my relationship with Allah هلالج لج? My dress 

code? The beard, the moustache? The change I 

experienced – inner and outer - changes? The reason for 

this is that Hadhrat worked at making me an Insaan 

(human) first, before nurturing me to become an ‘Abd 

(servant of Allah هلالج لج). The rest came easily. My Hadhrat is 

my Hadhrat. 
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One of the greatest lessons I have learnt fom Hadhrat, is  

Khidmat (service) to the creation of Allah هلالج لج. Hadhrat 

has taught me to serve others, irrespective, of colour, cast 

creed or nation. Hadhrat also teaches, “Hate the sin, don’t 

hate the Sinner.” From among the aspects with regard to 

Kidmat to the creation of Allah هلالج لج, is the Fadhl and 

Karam Allah هلالج لج has afforded me to compile Hadhrat’s 

discourses. It started with the Kitaab “Anwaar-us-Salaah.” 

When I had first heard these discourses on Salaah given 

by Hadhrat, I was amazed. I felt that no one should be 

deprived of the benefits of what Hadhrat had described 

with regard to Salaah. This is why I started compiling this 

Kitaab. The Niyyat (intention) for me compiling this 

Kitaab was for the pleasure of Allah هلالج لج, and for the 

benefit of the Ummat.  

 

However, who benefitted most was I myself. As I sat 

typing the discourse, all of the sixteen C60 cassettes, the 

inner aspects of Salaah was played over and over, and it 

improved my inner qualities of Salaah immensely. 

Though one has to keep reminding one’s self with regard 

to improving the aspects of one’s Salaah regularly, most 
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part of the benefit came from listening, and typing from 

the recordings.  

 

Then came the Kitaab Fazaaile Jumuah. After having 

compiled that Kitaab, I found myself coming much earlier 

for Jumuah Salaah, and sitting directly behind the Imam. 

With the compilation of the Kitaab Masnoon Duaas, not 

only did I learn the meanings and commentaries of all the 

Duaas compiled, but I also learnt basic Quraanic Arabic, 

to such an extent, that I get grip of what is being recited, 

when listening to the Quraan Shareef being recited, even 

what is being said in the Friday Khutbah (sermon). 

Regarding the Kitaab The Importance of a Shariat 

Compliant Will, Alhamdulillah, I got my will in order. 

Ironically, one thinks, and one’s intention is for ‘the 

benefit of others’, but the benefit is for one own’s self.    

 

The other aspect regarding Khidmat to others, is that I 

saw my uncle in the place of my father. I started in earnest 

being in his Khidmat. Though our Aqaa’id (beliefs) were 

‘head on’, I, with the Fadhl and Karam of Allah هلالج لج, and 

the Barakat of my Abbaajee, strived to serve my Marhoom 

uncle, so much so that one day he was in tears, and he 



SILHOUETTED GLIMPSES 

  

45 

 

asked me,”Rashid, what can I do in return for what you 

are doing for me?” Generally almost everyone’s reply 

would be, “Make Duaa.” However, I replied to him, “Call 

Hadhrat Moulana abdulHamid Saheb and say to him, 

Jazaakallaah for making an Insaan of my nephew.” I don’t 

know if he ever done that. However, after he passed 

away, and we were sorting out what he possessed we 

found that he left the following note on his computer 

addressed to me. The note said: 

“You may not have the power to make rainbows, waterfalls, sunsets or roses But you do 
carry within you the power to make this world a better place. You bless people with your 
words, smiles, encouragements and resourses. I know this because I have been so blessed by 
Allah through your kind self. May Allah grant you and your family very good health, 
happiness and so much resources that you may expand your gracious benefactions to 
whomsoever may need it. May Allah accept all ibadah and fulfill your every dua.  

Jazak allah khair.  

Mamoo.”  

  

This is through the Barakat of my beloved Abbaajee, what 

he stands for, and what he teaches. Abbaajee has taught 

me that Allah هلالج لج has given us two eyes, one eye to see to 

our needs, and one to the needs of others. Need I explain 

more benefits? 
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Wallaah! Although these form part of the Islaahi 

(reformative) process, and they are linked to Deen, I have 

only explained the worldly benefits regarding having 

taken Bay’at to Hadhrat. Aspects which you, the reader 

can relate to. First the change to happiness that was 

experienced in my family surroundings, because Hadhrat 

taught me how to love those around me, and how to 

nurture them. Also benefits with regard to how to interact 

socially, and the respect that can be earned.  

 

If only there was a way that one could express – in todays 

material driven world – a world which doesn’t 

understand, because it cannot comprehend what is felt 

when the love of Allah  touches one’s heart, what it feels 

like to perform a Salaah considering its virtues and 

values. Allahu Akbar! I thrive on writing. I enjoy trying to 

get my point across so people could understand and 

benefit, but this is one joy I cannot explain, and for this I 

consider that I have failed in my duty to carry a message 

across to the reader. I apologise. All I can say is take that 

step!      
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This, in short, is the proof of the pudding. It is also  briefly  

my association with my Peer-o-Murshid, my Abbaajee, 

Hadhrat Moulana Shah abdulHamid Is’haq Saheb , 

may Allah هلالج لج continue taking the work of Deen from 

him, and grant him His unlimited mercies, bounties and 

affections to boundless effects. Aameen. 

 

Hadhrat ’s Office 

The questioning mind might ask, “Why the discussion of 

an office”? What left me intrigued was Hadhrat’s office, 

and whenever I have an opportunity to introduce 

someone to Hadhrat, I would like to introduce them to 

Hadhrat in his office because for me, Hadhrat’s office 

speaks volumes.  

 

It occurred when once I, together with an associate visited 

another Daarul Uloom in a fairly nearby locality. It was a 

double storey house that must have been made Waqf 

(given as a gift) for the purpose of a Daarul Uloom. When 

we entered, we were first shown the Principal’s office. It 

was situated in what used to be a double garage. The 

Principal’s desk was one third the size of one garage, and 

his chair was a luxury of leather, these in combination 

took up just over half of the double garage, and the two 
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visitors chairs made up the space of almost the entire 

double garage, leaving only a narrow pathway for people 

to walk through into the rest of the Daarul Uloom.  

 

There were no filing cabinets, or any other signs to 

indicate that this was the heartbeat, the hub of 

administration activity of an Institution. However to the 

right of the Principal’s desk running along the rear wall, 

opposite the garage entrance was about a six meter, five 

tier high glass enclosed bookcase – huge – and full of sets 

of volumes of books that looked untouched. I wondered if 

this was a Principal’s office or a reference library custom 

built for a lone, sole user. So the Principal’s office made up 

approximately around one fifth of the entire Daarul 

Uloom. This is where I want to draw the parallel. 

 

Hadhrat’s office is less than a fraction of a fractional 

fraction of the Daarul Uloom. It is a humble office. This is 

the intriguing part for me. Humble or practical? Practical 

or humble? This office encapsulates Hadhrat ’s entire 

personality. When you enter through the door, you are 

already in the office. You walk through a narrow five 

paces that is about two and a half meters wide, and you 

come to Hadhrat’s desk that is set at an angle facing North 
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North West. This is the widest part of the office and it can 

accommodate about six people seated on cushions placed 

on the floor with matching backrests.  

 

Hadhrat, himself sits on a cushion on the floor with a 

backrest. These cushions are by no means made from high 

density foam, or more than 150mm in thickness. From 

where Hadhrat sits is a cabinet to the left, an arm’s reach 

away, from which Hadhrat accesses all the necessary 

paperwork required for administration, financial 

transactions, general bookkeeping, and all the 

requirements for running all matters related to the Daarul 

Uloom.  

 

There are no voluminous literary works, but there are 

books which Hadhrat gives to visitors as gifts that would 

lead to spiritual reformation. Hadhrat has a modest desk, 

on which he does his writing, reading etc. However, also 

invariably on the desk are a variety of bowls containing 

healthy sweets, nuts, Miswaaks, itrs (scents), and so on 

which Hadhrat offers to visitors. This is an indication of 

his hospitality. 
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In winter, Hadhrat rarely uses a heater to keep himself 

warm in the office. Hadhrat has an open blanket on the 

cushion he sits on, and when seated, he throws the 

blanket over his shoulders and does his work.  Again the 

question comes up, humble or practical?  

 

I would say both, with a greater leaning towards humble 

because of the size of the office, the size of the desk, the 

different offerings kept on the desk for guests, the use of a 

blanket instead of a heater. I used the word humble with a 

reason. That is because humility is the opposite of pride, 

and pride is the mother of all spiritual ailments like anger, 

greed, jealousy and so on. Humility is the opposite of 

pride therefore it is the mother of all spiritual wellbeing 

like tolerance, compassion, contentment, kindness, love 

and so on.  

 

More importantly, none is deprived of consultation with 

Hadhrat, be it the Sheikh-ul-Hadeeth, the Grand Mufti, a 

Mureed, an Ustaad (Tutor), a student, the Muezzin, or 

even the cleaner. It does sum up a person’s character, 

doesn’t it? Also, doesn’t this remind one of how Masjid-e-

Nabawi ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was utilized at the time of Huzoor-e-Aqdas 
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 Imagine to what degree are the Sunnats practised ?ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

upon by Hadhrat. 

 

Hadhrat’s Love Neatness and Orderliness 

Hadhrat loves neatness and orderliness. He observes 

these traits in himself, and loves others to do the same. 

However, if someone out of choice doesn’t portray these 

characteristics, Hadhrat would not reprimand them, but 

would in a discourse advice to inculcate these qualities.  

 

This is particularly evident in Ramadaan. Due to the hive 

of activity and the numerous programmes, Kitaabs are 

generally left on the Mimbar (pulpit). Sometimes the Duaa 

basket, lists of papers, pens and other items are left here 

too. I used to always attempt to replace these and the 

Kitaabs into their relevant places, but not being there all 

the time, and with different people conducting programs 

and different times, this does make it difficult. I also try to 

place a cloth on the extreme top rest of the Mimbar so that 

if Kitaabs are left there, they could be covered by just 

flipping the cloth over, even this doesn’t work.  
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However, I do sense Hadhrat’s feeling about this, though 

Hadhrat doesn’t reprimand regarding this matter. Also, 

the Imam’s Musallah must be centred and straight. 

Hadhrat, himself would set it straight when he is in a 

position to do so. Hadhrat’s organisation is such, that he 

keeps his keys, handkerchief, Miswaaks, money, etc.  in 

each pocket with consistency so that when the need comes 

for its use he doesn’t have to fumble around the different 

pockets to look for these items.    

 

Bhai Yusuf Desai once narrated to me that the physician 

who does Hadhrat’s annual medical assessments once  

said to him that he wished every patient was like 

Hadhrat. When Hadhrat goes for his annual medical 

assessment Hadhrat takes along with him a booklet in 

which is recorded the date and time of blood pressure 

measured, blood sugars measured, medicines taken, and 

full detailed information since his previous assessment. 

Your body is an Amaanat (trust), you are going to be 

answerable for it. Can one get a better example to follow? 
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Hadhrat’s Love for Quraan Shareef  Tafseer and 

 Explaining Hadeeth Shareef  

Hadhrat, since having settled in Azaadville, had 

established a Quraan Shareef Tafseer and Hadeeth Shareef 

programme in the Azaadville Jaame Masjid daily after 

Fajr Salah. The Quraan Shareef Tafseer takes place on 

Mondays to Thursdays, and the Ahadeeth Shareef  are on 

Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays. Hadhrat has already 

completed two Khatams of the Quraan Shareef Tafseer, 

and nearing the completion of the third Khatam. This is 

quite extraordinary, because only a few Ayaat are recited 

and commented on daily, and considering that Hadhrat 

spends the whole month of Ramadaan in the Daarul 

Uloom for Fajr, and considering all Hadhrat’s travels 

when he is not present to conduct the Tafseer 

programmes, it is quite astounding.  

 

These Tafseer programmes are conducted in compliance 

to advice given in writing to Hadhrat from his beloved 

Ustaadh, Hadhrat Moulana Fakhrul Hassan Saheb , in 

which he scripted, “You should recite Quraan and 

together with this recitation you should study the 

authentic translation of Quraan by Sheikhul Hind , or 

the Bayaanul Quraan of Moulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thaanwi 

, and explain the very same to the people. This is the 

first stage of the guidance of people through you.”  Also, 
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“Another point is this that you should stipulate a time 

when people are free. For example after Maghrib or after 

Esha. At such a time you should explain and render an 

authentic translation of a book of Hadeeth to the people”.  

 

Once Hadhrat Moulana Khaalid Mahmood Saheb   of 

the United Kingdom visited Hadhrat. He spent the night 

in the Mehmaan Khaana (guest room) of the Daarul 

Uloom, and at Fajr time he did not see Hadhrat in the 

Masjid for Fajr Salaah. He became curious, and asked 

someone as to where Hadhrat was and why Hadhrat was 

not in the Masjid for Fajr Salaah. He was told that 

Hadhrat performs his Fajr Salaah at the Jaamia Masjid 

because after Salaah Hadhrat conducts the Tafseer of the 

Quraan Shareef and explains Hadeeth Shareef lessons.  

 

Hadhrat Moulana Khaalid Mahmood Saheb got very 

happy at hearing this, and he said that the work done by 

Hadhrat was very great work, because not only the 

Muslims of the town, but the non-Muslims, and all 

creatures benefit when the Tafseer of the Quraan Shareef 

is explained in this way to people. 
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The Crux of Hadhrat’s Propagation – His Bayaans 

It is all very well to discuss the character of a person in a 

biography. His compassion, his humility, his generosity, 

his kindness, but what of the ideology he propagates? Is 

this not the crux of the makeup of that person? 

 

I take this opportunity to highlight some of Hadhrat’s 

discourses for the benefit of the readers. I am writing 

these from memory, but the words, I hope, are Hadhrat’s. 

I will also try to recall incidents, dates and the like to add 

authenticity to the discourses wherever possible. May 

Allah هلالج لج have mercy on me, as these talks are from 

memory, and may I not be an embarrassment to my 

beloved Abbaajee. 

 

A Synopsis of a Discourse on the Sunnat of Simplicity 

The very first discourse that I would like to discuss is one 

that is very close to my heart. It was at the residence of a 

very very dear friend – no, brother, Mahmood Vania, and 

the day was an exceptionally sad day for me, because one 

very very dear friends had reached Allah هلالج لج ‘s mercy. He 

was Hafiz Ismail Limbada Saheb, and he became a 
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Hafizul Quraan Majeed in Jalaalabad India. I loved him 

very dearly because we worked at the same place, and he 

used to relate incidents regarding Hadhrat Moulana 

Maseehullaah Khan Saheb , and my ‘mouth used to 

water’, just listening to those incidents. 

 

The day was Youmul Jumuah (Friday), the time two thirty 

in the afternoon, the date 12th Safar 1420, 28th May 1999. I 

was in Hadhrat’s Khidmat going to Bhai Mahmood’s 

place, and the news of Hafiz Ismail’s demise reached me. I 

took permission from Hadhrat to attend the Janaazah, and 

I returned just before Hadhrat commenced with the 

discourse. Hadhrat requested that I render a Nazm or 

Naat Shareef, so I rendered a Naat Shareef, written by 

Hadhrat Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb , entitled, 

“Jawaare Madeene Me Rehte He Hum”, thereafter 

Hadhrat gave a talk on the Sunnat of simplicity. A 

synoptic version of the discourse follows: 

 

Hadhrat began as Hadhrat usually does by explaining a 

Sunnat of Nabi ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. The Sunnat that was discussed was 

regarding the Hadeeth Shareef of Huzoor ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, and for the 

sake of brevity, only the gist of the Hadeeth Shareef is 
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explained. The Hadeeth Shareef’s topic was that when a 

person dies three ‘friends’ accompany him to the 

Qabrastaan (cemetery). Two of which return, and one 

stays with him even after the burial. The two which return 

are what used to be his wealth, which have now become 

his heirs, for which he will be answerable on the day of 

Reckoning, as to how he earned it, and whether the 

distribution of his estate was Shariat compliant. The 

second ‘friend’ is what he had made use of in during his 

life, like the food he ate, which got digested and secreted, 

the clothes he wore, and became rags, the cars he drove 

and which ended up in scrap heaps. The ‘friend’ that 

remains with him are the good deeds he had earned 

during his life, like his Imaan (faith), his Salaah, his 

fasting, the alms he gave to the poor, the Haj, and Umrah 

he performed, his Quraan Shareef recital etc.  

 

Then Hadhrat spoke about the Sunnat of simplicity. 

Hadhrat explained that it is Sunnat to live a simple life, to 

eat simple food, and if one eats simple food, one doesn’t 

have to toil to earn very much. Our lifestyles have become 

such that we want to ape the non-Muslims. If they have a 

“Welcome” mat at the entrance of their doors, we make 

sure that we would also have the same. In fact, Hadhrat 
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said anecdotally that the word “welcome”, is a curse, 

because “welcome” if pronounced in Arabic would sound 

close to Wailakum, and Wailakum means “Woe unto 

you”. Also, if they have plastic flowers in their bathrooms, 

we want the same. If they place doilies on the top of their 

lounge couches and chairs, which, in any case serve no 

purpose, but be an irritant, because all they do is fall 

down, and we must then painstakingly neatly replace 

them, we must do the same. These things cost 

unnecessary money and serve no purpose at all. All they 

do is that we ape these acts and Huzoor ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said: 

منھم  فھو  بقوم  تشبہ  من    

He, who imitates a nation, is from among them. Hadhrat 

then mentioned that someone asked Hadhrat Moulana 

Umar Paalanpuri  how was it that he managed to go 

for Haj and Umrah so often despite his meagre wage. 

Hadhrat said to him, “Come I will show you”. Hadhrat 

then took the person to his (this person’s) house, and 

showed him the display case alone, and how many costly 

and unwarranted things were on ‘display’ in it. These 

unnecessary expenses were the cause of the Barakat being 

removed from being able to go for Haj and Umrah. 
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Hadhrat then gave an example of an aunt of his who had 

such a display cabinet, and her love for collecting all these 

things that were unnecessary and unwarranted. Allah هلالج لج 

then gave her Hidaayat (guidance), and she took Bay’at to 

Hadhrat Mufti Mahmood Saheb , and she got rid of all 

those ornaments and Alhamdulillaah, today she recites 

three thousand Durood Shareefs a day. 

 

Hadhrat also explained an incident of when Hadhrat 

Sheikh , was giving a lesson, and the question cropped 

up as to what to do when ‘Ashaa and Esha fall into 

concurrent times, ‘Ashaa is supper. Hadhrat Sheikh  

said that ‘Ashaa should be taken first, as a person who is 

hungry would not be able to concentrate in his Salaah. 

One student said that if one takes ‘Ashaa first, then Esha 

will be foregone. Hadhrat Sheikh replied, “The Sahaabah 

 were nowhere similar to your fathers and grandfathers 

who eat in luxury and with leisure. They would eat three 

or four dates, drink water, and their ‘Ashaa was complete, 

and they would be in time for Esha”.    
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These were some examples of what Hadhrat spoke about 

on that day. May Allah هلالج لج give us the ability to practice 

on these acts. Aameen. 

 

A Synopsis of a Discourse on  

How Deen Should Be Propagated 

Once we were in Heidelburg, and Hadhrat gave a 

discourse on how to propagate Deen, the discourse 

synopsis is as follows: 

 

The Aayat Hadhrat Recited before the discourse was, 

 

 

ْوِعظَِة اْلَحَسنَِة َوَجاِدْلھُم بِالَّتِي ِهَي أَْحَسُن اْدُع إِلِى َسبِيِل َربَِّك بِاْلِحْكَمِة َواْلمَ 

 إِنَّ َربََّك هَُو أَْعلَُم بَِمن َضلَّ َعن َسبِيلِِه َوهَُو أَْعلَُم بِاْلُمْھتَِدينَ 

 

The discourse continued: 

In the Aayat-e-Kareema above, Allah هلالج لج says that we 

should call others towards this path. What path is this? It 

is the path that Allah هلالج لج commanded Hadhrat Ibrahim  

to follow, and Allah هلالج لج also commanded Imaamul 

Ambiyaa ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to follow. Therefore, we should not only 

follow this path, but we should also call others towards 
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this path of Allah هلالج لج. Hadhrat said that this is also a duty 

of this Ummat. What is important is that we should not 

call towards our way of practice and thought, but we 

should call to the path of Allah هلالج لج. This is very easy to 

understand by the following analogy, that if any political 

party is only worried about its own position and the 

benefits of the party, and not the benefits of the country, 

then the political party is not really the representative of 

that country. However, if they are really calling towards 

the goodness of the country, and they take care of the 

citizens of the country, then their house is in order. 

Hadhrat mentioned that calling towards Allah هلالج لج should 

be done in three ways. 

 

Firstly, Bil Hikmah – by telling them very solid facts. The 

most solid facts are the Ayaat of the Quraan Shareef, the 

Hadeeth Shareef of Nabi ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, and the manner in which 

Hadhrat Ibrahim  invited Namrood, these are the types 

of solid facts that should be used. Our Daawat should be 

such that people would not be able to find fault in our 

Daawat.  

 

Secondly, by giving them advices in a good way. People 

should not be belittled, they shouldn’t be insulted, if 

someone is not performing Salaah, don’t tell him that he is 

a Jahannami. Bring them closer in a way that they do not 
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get offended. We should call towards Allah هلالج لج with 

wisdom and with kindness. 

 

Thirdly, if they want to argue with you, then argue with 

them in a suitable way. A person usually loses his temper 

when arguing, he becomes vulgar, and he insults and 

humiliates the person he is arguing with. Should they 

want to argue, then in a respectable and suitable way, 

argue with them, keeping abreast their respect and 

honour. The voice should be kept under control, choose 

your words. Don’t win the argument, win the person.  

These are the three golden ways by which the Quraan 

Shareef mentions that we should call towards Allah هلالج لج. 

Also, Allah هلالج لج tells Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص to give Daawat. 

To give Hidaayat is not even in the hands of Nabi-e-

Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.  

 

Allah هلالج لج knows perfectly the people who won’t find the 

road to Allah هلالج لج. Don’t think that you have given such a 

beautiful Daawat, that the person you are giving Daawat 

to will melt and accept what you say with ease. How 

beautiful was Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص’s Daawat, but Abu 

Jahal, Abu Lahab, the very uncles of Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, 

did not accept Islam. In fact Abu Taalib, who supported 

Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص did not accept Islam. This can never 
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mean that Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص - Naoothubillaah – was 

unsuccessful. Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص did his work, therefore, 

we will be successful if we present our Daawat in the 

correct way, and we invite people in a suitable way 

towards Allah هلالج لج. If they don’t accept, they are 

unsuccessful, it doesn’t mean that we are unsuccessful. 

Allah perfectly knows those people who will come on the 

right path. We are responsible for the effort, the result is in 

the hands of Allah هلالج لج.  

 

A Synopsis of a Discourse on 

the Tashreeh of Surah Mulk 

Once we were on Safar and went to Mooiriver. Masha 

Allah, Bhai Yusuf Desai of Mooiriver always hosts us with 

great hospitality and love. In Mooiriver Hadhrat gave a 

discourse on the Tashreeh on the first few Ayaat (verses) 

of Surah Mulk (Tabaarak). In the talk Hadhrat explained 

in a simple, and understandable way the meaning and 

concept of Barakat (loosely and I feel incorrectly termed 

‘blessings’ in English), but there is no word in any 

language but Arabic that hits the nail on the head 

regarding the word ‘Barakat’, and Hadhrat so well 

explains the term, so read on: 
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 َتَباَرَك الَِّذي ِبَيِدِه اْلُمْلُك َوُهَو َعلَى ُكلِّ َشْيٍء َقِديٌر الَِّذي َخلََق اْلَمْوتَ 

ُكمْ  لَِيْبلَُوُكمْ  َواْلَحَياةَ   َسْبعَ  َخلَقَ  الَِّذي اْلَغفُورُ  اْلَعِزيزُ  َوُهوَ  َعَمًل  أَْحَسن أَيُّ

ا ِطَباقً  َسَماَواتٍ  ْحَمنِ  َخْلقِ  ِفي َتَرى مَّ   ََ  اْلَبَصر َتَفاُوٍت َفاْرِجعِ  ِمن الرَّ

َتْينِ  اْلَبَصرَ  اْرِجعِ  ُثمَّ  فُُطورٍ  ِمن َتَرى َهلْ   َخاِسأً  اْلَبَصرُ  إِلَْيكَ  َينَقلِبْ  َكرَّ

َحِسيرٌ  َوُهوَ   

 

Translation: Saturated with Barakat is that Being in 

whose Hands the universes are controlled, and He has 

power over all things. The Being who creates death and 

life, and tests man to see who conveys the best of 

actions for Him. He is most Exalted, most Forgiving,  He 

Who created the seven heavens one above another You 

shall see no shortage in proportion in the Creation of 

Allah هلالج لج the Most Gracious. So look, do you see any 

flaw? Look again for a second time, and look until you 

will tire yourself in discomfort without witnessing any 

flaw. 

 

I will write a short commentary on the words that are 

highlighted above, which form part of Hadhrat’s 

commentary on the Aayat (verse). 
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Barakat 

Hadhrat then gives an example of what Barakat is in 

simple layman’s terms. Hadhrat says, “When a dog gives 

birth, how many puppies does it give birth to? Six, or 

seven. When a sheep gives birth, how many kids does it 

give birth to? One or two. How many people in the 

world consume dog meat? None. How many people 

consume mutton? Billions. So our logic will tell us that 

we should see the world overrun by dogs, because so 

many are given birth to, and none of them consumed, 

and so little sheep are given birth to and they are 

consumed by billions. So reality works against our logic, 

and this is what we call Barakat – abundance by the 

Generosity of Allah هلالج لج.” 

 

Universes 

Alhamdulillah! Hadhrat explains that there is not only 

one universe out there, but there are many universes. If 

we hold up a glass of water, at a height above our heads, 

and tilt the glass slightly, then the water would fall out of 

the glass and onto the ground. If we were to hold 

something light at a height, like a table tennis ball, or 

even a feather, they would naturally fall to the ground. 

Yet, look at the world, in terms of its weight, the amount 

of people it carries, what about the water in the oceans, 

the mountains, heavy ships laden with cargo, sailing the 

seas, yet these things do not fall off the earth, and the 
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earth itself, with all the planets, and some planets have 

moons some with one some with nine, all remain 

suspended.  
 

 

Hadhrat then gives an example of looking at the sky, and 

asked, do we see any joints piecing the sky together, like 

we have joints holding our ceilings together with strips? 

Our ceilings are the size of any ordinary sized room of 

average three by three meters, yet we need to join the 

ceiling boards with strips. Allah with His might and 

Power has created the sky, and yet there is nothing 

holing the sky up, or piecing it together, it is one whole 

solid unit standing on its own, only by His Command. 

Then with extreme joy on Hadhrat’s face Hadhrat 

explains how Hadhrat Meer Saheb , the Khaas 

Khaadim (Special Attendant) of Hadhrat Moulana 

Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb , had put the 

words of his Sheikh in a poetic verse. 

ےںںامسءںںوںںارض
س
 

کي

مھتںں وئںںہنںںےہںںوتسنںں وئںںہنںںںقلعمںںےہںں  

رےںںرےںںواہںںاکملںںںےبںںاعملںںاسرا رےںںرےںںہواںںرب االملںںمي رب االملںںمي  

 

Ard-o-Samaa kaise he mu’allaq 

Na koo’ee sutoon he na koo’ee thham 

Saaraa ‘Aalam be Kaalam 

Wah Re mere Rabbul ‘Aaalam 
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Translation: Earth and sky how they are suspended 

With no pillars holding them, nor any chains 

The whole universe suspended without any column 

I applaud You My Lord of the universe; 

I applaud you my Lord of the universe. 

 

 

Death and Life 

Hadhrat then asks, “life comes before death. So why is 

death mentioned here before life”? And Hadhrat himself 

answers and says that when a child is born, the Adhaan is 

so to say, for his Janaazah Salaah is immediately given in 

the right ear, and its Iqaamah in its left ear, so that lesson 

should be taken that death can occur at any time, and our 

constant thought should be our preparation for our 

demise, and our ability to answer correctly in our Qabrs 

(graves), and on the day of reckoning. 
 

Tests Man to See Who Conveys the Best of Actions 

Yes, this is a point of importance. Hadhrat explains that 

Allah هلالج لج says that He will test man to see who conveys 

the Ahsanul ‘Amalaa (the best actions), Allah هلالج لج doesn’t 

say Aksarul ‘Amalaa (the most actions). Allah هلالج لج wants 

to see quality in our actions not quantity. So whenever we 

do any action, it must be for Allah هلالج لج’s  pleasure, and it 

must be done with complete sincerity of intention, and to 

the best of our ability. 
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Once on Safar Hadhrat mentioned the Seerah of Huzoor-

e-Aqdas ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. 

 

 

A Discourse on the Seerah of Huzoor-e-Aqdas ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

Hadhrat said that we were in the month of Rabi-al-

Awwal, and it is well known that Huzoor-e-Akram ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

was born on the 12th day of this blessed month. There is 

no place in our Deen for the celebration of birthdays or 

death anniversaries. Some people celebrate the birth of 

Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص by having what they call “Meelaad-

un-Nabi”- celebration of the birth of Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. 

They also celebrate the death anniversary of great 

Buzurgaane Deen which they call “Urs Shareef”. Hadhrat 

mentioned that if Islam had given the jurisdiction to 

celebrate the birthdays and death anniversaries of great 

and honourable people, we would not be able to do 

anything else but celebrate.   

 

The Jews and Christians are the ones who celebrate 

birthdays, therefore we should not celebrate birthdays, 

not even our own birthdays. Some people, though pious,  

celebrate their birthday. Shaitan gives the Dhoka 

(deception) that the person is sixty or seventy years old, 

therefore because the grandchildren want to make a 

birthday cake, a family “get together” is planned, and the 
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birthday is celebrated. Of what benefit is this? The 

insanity of blowing sixty or seventy candles in celebration 

of nearing one’s grave. Alhamdulillah for Islam. We ought 

to make Shukr (show appreciation) to Allah هلالج لج, for the 

perfect, pure, clean, and valuable religion has been 

presented to us through Huzoor-e-Paak ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. Hadhrat then 

said that this is why Huzoor-e-Paak ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is referred to by 

Allah هلالج لج as “Rahmatullil ‘Aalameen”. 

 

Hadhrat mentioned that one non-Muslim woman made 

‘Eitteraaz (objected) to Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad 

Umar Saheb Palanpuri Rahmatullah Alaih saying, “You 

people say that your Nabi is “Rahmatullil ’Aalameen, (the 

mercy unto the entire universe), and at the same time you 

say that your Nabi is “Khaatemun Nabiyyeen” (seal of 

Prophethood). She said, “This is not possible. If he is 

Rahmatullil ‘Aalameen he cannot be Khaataman 

Nabyyeen, and if he is Khaatamun Nabiyyeen, he cannot 

be Rahmatul lil ‘Aalameen. The reason for this . . .” she 

continued, “is because each Nabi comes with the great 

Rahmat of Allah هلالج لج into this world and whenever there is 

a Nabi in the world Allah هلالج لج’s mercy is present. 

Therefore as long as the Nabi is in the world, Allah هلالج لج 

does not punish the people”. 
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This is a fact, that whenever Allah هلالج لج punished any 

Qowm (nation), it was only after the departure of the Nabi 

from that place. “Therefore”, she continued, “your Nabi 

came to close the door of Allah’s mercy, if he is 

Khaatamun Nabiyyeen, and because no other Nabi is to 

come, is why he had closed the door of Allah’s mercy. 

Therefore, if he is Rahmatul lil ‘Aalameen, (a mercy to 

mankind) he cannot be Khaatamun Nabiyyeen.  

 

Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad Umar Saheb explained to 

her that she had made her misjudgement seeing the 

conditions of the present day Muslims. That is, everyone 

is living for his own glory, just living life for one’s self, 

and for ones enjoyment in this Dunya (world). However, 

it is without doubt, that Huzoor-e-Paak ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is both, 

Rahmatul lil ‘Aalameen, as well as Khaatamun 

Nabiyyeen. He is the seal of Prophethood, but he hasn’t 

closed the work of the Prophets. In fact, Nabi-e-Kareem 

 who has thrown open the ,هلالج لج is that Nabi of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

doors of the work of Naboowat (Prophethood) so wide, 

that he gave the whole Ummat the duty. Each one of us is 

responsible for this duty. Huzoor-e-Aqdas ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said that 

each one of you is a shepherd, and each one will be 

questioned about his flock. 
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The father as the head of the house is responsible for the 

whole family. The mother for the nurturing of her 

children. Many a mother feels that her duty is merely to 

see to the family’s household duties, and their feeding, 

and seeing that the children wear good clothes etc. Not so, 

as her duties include seeing to the children’s Aqeedah 

(beliefs) and Aamaal (actions), like getting up for Salaah. 

The fulfilment of this duty may not be questioned by her 

husband, or anybody else, but it is a responsibility that 

has been given to her by Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. Therefore 

she is responsible to Allah هلالج لج’s Rasool ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, and she is 

responsible to Allah هلالج لج.   

 

The Ustaad (teacher) is not only responsible to teach from 

the syllabus that he gets from the office. His responsibility 

stretches beyond his teaching times. He is also responsible 

to see to their Akhlaaq (character), their Tarbiyat (spiritual 

nurturing), their Aqaaid (foundations of belief), though he 

might not be formally teaching the students the Aqaaid 

Kitaab (syllabus of beliefs). Similarly every one of us have 

got a responsibility to another, be it a principal of a school, 

a doctor, a businessman, or in any field. Therefore Nabi-e-

Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص has opened the doors of Naboowat to an 

extent beyond what we comprehend.   
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Hadhrat said that making the Ziyaarat of Nabi-e-Kareem 

 holds over his ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is a right that Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

Ummat and it is a Sunnat as well. Whoever is bestowed 

this opportunity by Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, should consider this as 

Afzalul Íbaadat (the best of devotions). There is no doubt, 

according to the Soofiya, that to strengthen Imaan, and to 

increase the Ishq (love) of Allah هلالج لج, one should develop 

the Ishq (love) for Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. This comes when 

one visits Madeenatul Munawwarah.  

 

Spending time in Madeenatul Munawwarah should be 

done with caution. One should not allow for one’s 

attention to be drawn away from one’s Maqsad (objective) 

of visiting Madeenatul Munawwarah. One important 

aspect for Islaah (spiritual reformation), is Khalwat 

(solitude). In a place like Madeenatul Munawwarah, being 

in solitude is not possible. However, within those crowds, 

one can keep one’s connection with Allah هلالج لج. By focusing 

on the object in attaining this solitude, a person would not 

concentrate much on his surroundings. Deeply devoted, 

not even knowing who is sitting on either side of him. If 

they were from Bukhara, Afghanistan, Turkey, it would 

not matter to him.  

 

If we practice this solitude in the proper sense, like in the 

Khaanqah of Jalalabad, as Hadhrat Moulana Maseehullah 
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Khan Saheb ’s instruction was that the Mureeds should 

not talk to each other, as well as in Hadhrat Moulana 

Thanwi ’s Khaanqah, where two people would live in 

one room for forty days, and they did not know each 

other’s names, or from where they had come. There, 

Taálluq (connection) was with Allah هلالج لج.  

 

While in Madeenatul Munawwarah, if one wants to make 

acquaintance, one could, as there is nothing wrong with 

this, considering Islamic Ukhuwwat (brotherhood). 

However, if you are bent on your object of your visit, 

there would be no time for even this type of contact. 

Generally, upon arrival a person will feel that he has all 

the time, but at the end of his stay, he sees that he is still 

short of time. Irrespective of how long he stays in 

Madeenatul Munawwarah, be it two weeks, two months, 

even two years, he will always feel that he did not 

accomplish what he intended to accomplish, and he 

wishes to stay longer.  

 

Hadhrat Moulana Abrarul Haq Saheb  says that when 

one leaves the Roudha Mubaarak one should among other 

things say to Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, “O my Nabi, I would 

love to stay near you, I want to stay near you, but I am 

leaving this blessed place to do your work.” The presence 
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of Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is greatly enjoyable, and it is an 

avenue to one’s progress in Roohaaniyat. What of the 

Qiraat (recitation) of the Imaams in Masjid-e-Nabawi ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص! 

Such passages are chosen during Salaah, that each Salaah, 

on its own becomes a Bayaan (discourse). These are 

Bayaans of the Quraan Shareef. We know of many a great 

worldly lecturer, or orator. Who can be a greater lecturer 

than the Quraan Shareef? This, while recited where the 

Quraan Shareef was revealed. Also, whom it was revealed 

to is present in the precinct. It is as if the Imaams of the 

Haram Shareef of Madinatul Munawwarah are reciting in 

a way that they ‘hambraawa’ (being tested in their 

recitation of the Quraan Shareef) by Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, 

with the Aayats (verses) that refer to Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. 

 

At this moment, Medina Shareef is superior to Jannat, 

because at this moment, Medina Shareef has got our Nabi 

 ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص Huzoor .ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص Jannat does not have Nabi-e-Kareem .ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

will be going to Jannat. The sand that is touching the 

Kafan of Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, which in turn is touching the 

Mubaarak (blessed) body of Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, is 

superior to the Kaaba Shareef. It is more superior to the 

Arsh of Allah هلالج لج. Considering the close proximity to 

which we are to Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص at the Roudha 

Mubaarak makes one feel totally unfit to be afforded this 
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great honour. This is only through the grace, the kindness, 

and the bounties of Allah هلالج لج. 

 

Then the opportunity to speak to Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. 

Huzoor ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is alive in his Qabr, listening to us. Who else 

has got a blessed opportunity of this nature in the world? 

Neither Christian, nor Jew, or for that matter any other 

religious group or sect has been blessed with this great 

honour. Allah هلالج لج has blessed only the Muslims with this 

honour.  

 

This is no ordinary Safar (journey). Many feel it is a 

journey just to Medina Shareef. This is a Safar of Mi’raaj, 

because one goes to Jannat, and there is no doubt in this. 

This is because a Hadith of Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, which is 

inscribed in gold in the Haram Shareef states, “That piece 

of ground that is between my Qabr (grave) and my 

Mimbar (pulpit) is a garden of the gardens of Jannat.” 

 

There is no doubt that if you went to Medina Shareef you 

went to Jannat. Hadhrat says with great joy that our 

Sheikh, Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar 

Saheb  teaches us two particular Duaas (supplications) 

to make when one enters Riyaadhul Jannah. The first is 
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that we should supplicate, “O Allah هلالج لج, you have entered 

me in Jannat today, and it is Your Elaan (announcement), 

that You do not remove anyone who has entered Jannat. 

Therefore, O Allah هلالج لج, though I am returning home, keep 

me in the Aamaal (deeds) of Jannat forever.”  

 

The other Duaa is, “O Allah هلالج لج, I am in Jannat today, and 

your Elaan (announcement) for the fortunate inhabitants 

of Jannat is ‘Ask, and whatever you ask will be given’. 

“Then one should make Duaa for whatever one desires, 

stating that Allah هلالج لج has promised to give us what we 

ask. Knowing that Riyaadhul Jannat is full all the time, 

and a person does not ordinarily get place for Salaah and 

Duaa over an extended period, and one does not have 

place, one should make one’s Duaa while walking 

through Riyaadhul Jannah. 

 

May Allah Ta’aala give us the great Ni ’mat of 

appreciating Huzoor-e-Akram ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, and practicing on the 

Sunnah of Huzoor-e-Akram ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. Insha Allah. Aameen. 
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A Synopsis of a Course Regarding 

 a Shariat Compliant Will 

This was not merely a discourse. It was a course given by 

Hadhrat in the Jaamia Masjid in Azaadville over the 

period of three or four days. Alhamdulillaah, Allah هلالج لج 

has given me the opportunity to compile a Kitaab on what 

was advised, and the book is available, entitled “The 

Shariah Compliant Will and its Stressed Importance”. The 

following is a synoptic version: 

 

Common Business Malpractices – And its Solutions 

There are many cases that do take place. However, a 

normal, general, and common case, is when a father 

passes away, and leaves his wife and children. In this 

case, the wife will inherit 1/8th and the children will share 

the balance of the estate in such a way that the sons will 

receive twice as much as the daughters receive. For 

example there were three sons, and two daughters. So the 

three sons’ shares would be doubled, so they would get 

six shares, added to what the daughters would inherit, 

which are two shares that makes it eight shares. So after 

taking the mother’s 1/8th out, the other eight shares will 

be divided between the children in such a way, that each 

son will get two shares, and the daughters will get one 

share each. This is simple, and straightforward.  
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However, this example that is placed forth, is not yet 

concerning the share of the widow. This aspect will Insha 

Allah be dealt with in the next example, as it appears that 

she only gets 1/8th, which is a very small amount, and 

everybody is worried these days as to how to protect the 

widow. The children might not look after her in the 

future. She may end up not having a roof over her head, 

and she only inherits 1/8th. So how is the widow 

protected? This aspect will be explained later. At this 

stage I would like to discuss the example of the children’s’ 

share. The sons, as explained, will get two shares, and the 

daughters, one share.  

 

What happens in many, many cases, which come to the 

attention of the Ulema, and then becomes a very, very 

bitter, and sore point, due to our financial matters not 

being clean. Like the saying that goes in Gujerati, 

“Bakhshish lakho ni, ne hisaab kori kori no.” Meaning we 

gift a hundred thousand, yet take account of each grain. 

Thus, regarding our financial conditions, if you want to 

give, give as much as you want, but the financial matters 

must always be kept clean. Getting back to the example, 

there is the father that is running his business. He is not 

very worried of making too much money. He earns 

enough, and does not have the initiative, or the inclination 

of expanding, as he is making enough to look after his 

wife and children. He has managed to buy a house and 

car of his own, the business is running, he is managing, 
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and satisfied. He reaches a certain age, and cannot run the 

business any longer.  

 

His son has grown up, and joins in the running of the 

business. The son now takes over, and with his new ideas, 

he has a lot of initiative and ideas, so he starts expanding 

the business. The father was running the business in his 

own conventional way, with just a reasonable income, and 

with everything else running smoothly. The father now 

takes the ‘back seat’. Initially, he comes for just a few days 

into the business; he comes late, and takes it easy. The son 

takes over the management and general running of the 

business, and the business expands. 

 

Now, the next son joins the business. Now this son assists 

in making the business much bigger. They now open 

another branch, or a factory. They start importing and 

exporting. The third brother now joins the business. The 

business is further expanded, and they have now built 

themselves a nice little ‘empire’. However, out of respect, 

as is common among our people, they keep the business 

running on the father’s name. The father is now 

completely retired; He was just running that small 

business. When one of the sons decides he wants to go for 

Haj, he asks the father’s permission. The father agrees, 

and hands the son a cheque to cover his Haj expenses. 

When he returns, another son wants to buy a car. He 
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requests permission from the father to purchase the 

vehicle. The father agrees, and writes out a cheque to 

cover the cost for purchasing the car. The third son wants 

to build a house, and again, as with the previous two 

sons, the father accepts the request, and makes the 

necessary payments. To this extent that if the sons want to 

go for a holiday, or even buy a fridge, out of respect they 

would request the father’s permission, though they have 

built the business. The father’s business was too small to 

sustain all these needs. Really, the business is the son’s 

business, and it is only out of respect, that they request the 

father’s permission when these expenses are incurred.   

 

Then, for example, one son wants to become a doctor. So 

all his expenses in terms of him studying are drawn from 

the business – which, in fact, is not really the father’s. The 

daughters start getting married; they are married in good 

homes. They are well set in their households, they have 

wealthy husbands, and they are also well set. They did 

not contribute to the business at all. They were just at 

home, they grew up, got married, and in fact, their 

wedding expenses all came from the business as well. 

Another son, for example becomes a lawyer. His expenses 

also all come from the business, and everything looks nice 

and rosy.  
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These sons who are working in the business are neither 

directors nor partners. They do not draw salaries from the 

business. They merely take an allowance for the running 

of their homes. In many cases it is arranged that the 

groceries and house expenses can be taken from the 

business. All the sweat and initiative is from them. 

Undoubtedly, there is a Hadith Shareef that states 

البيك انت و مالك   

Meaning: You and your wealth, all belong to your father. 

If this is really done out of sincerity, the sons feel that  as 

the father wants to, he can distribute the money, and they 

are not worried of any recompense. For all the work they 

are doing they do not worry what they get, even if they 

just get their monthly allowance, and they are happy with 

it today, they will be happy with it tomorrow, and they 

will be happy with it in fifty years’ time. If this is the case 

– which is not really in existence today – as nobody really 

has got the feeling that he should sweat and somebody 

else should derive the benefits, and this is what we (the 

Ulema) have established from experience. These cases 

come to us. Everyone wants his fair share.  

 

In any case, the financial systems are not set up properly, 

as the father is no more in the business, and it is the sons 

who are working so hard. They have to receive a good, 

proper salary. If this is not the case, they should be made 
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partners in the business, and then they should get their 

shares in the profits. Even this is not the case. In this type 

of setup; one of the brothers say that they should sort out 

their matters regarding taking salaries and profits. He 

explains that even though everything is going well the 

way they are operating, even though they are all working, 

and everything is in the father’s name, what would their 

position be tomorrow if the father was not there anymore?  

 

Everyone would retort that he is being influenced and 

‘put up’ by his in-laws, and they are requesting this 

because they want a good share for their daughter. Or 

they might say that he is disobedient. Things are 

operating so smoothly, and he wants to ‘upset the apple 

cart’. This is not upsetting the apple cart, it is conducting 

affairs in a correct manner, not only for the present, but 

for the future as well. Another way they would label this 

brother is by saying that he has become ‘too pious’, he 

knows too many Mas’alas, and he is a Molvi, and he 

wants to change everything. Everything seems rosy while 

the father is living, nobody speaks due to the respect they 

have for the father. 

 

The father passes away. Now the ruling is asked 

regarding  distributing the inheritance in accordance with 

Shariah. The ruling is clear. All the doctor son’s expenses 

were paid for by the business. He did not contribute to the 
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business at all, in any way. He has his surgery, and the 

money he makes from the surgery is his, it does not even 

come into the business. 

 

The lawyer son has set up his practice. His practice is 

running well, and he has made a lot of money already. He 

has perhaps purchased properties. However, when it 

comes to inheritance, the Mas’ala is clear. The doctor, and 

lawyer will get the same share as the other brothers. The 

daughters, who did not work at all in the business, will 

get their shares. The business, as mentioned earlier, was 

not technically the fathers, years ago while it was a small 

outlet, it was his, but because everything is on the father’s 

name, and is regarded as the father’s, the daughters get a 

good ‘slice of the cake’ as well, half of what the brothers 

get. So those brothers, who were working in the business, 

worked from morning to night. They worked from 

Sunday to Sunday. They did not look at the time, nor did 

they take anything besides a home allowance from the 

business.  

 

Now they see that their brother who is a doctor gets such 

a big share, the lawyer gets a healthy share, despite them 

being set in their own practices. The sisters get a 

substantial amount, and they are left with the little they 

receive. Now the bitterness comes in, and this is when 

trouble and fighting starts. When the fighting and the 
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trouble start, all the Barakat is removed. Now a person 

starts becoming ‘blind’. These brothers who see that 

despite putting all their efforts into the business, the little 

that they stand to inherit, despite being righteous and 

pious in many cases  - we know - start forging the will. 

Signatures are forged. Then the brothers, who are doctors 

and lawyers, now become ‘very pious’, and they say that 

everything must be done in accordance to Shariat, because 

they know that they are getting a good share according to 

Shariat. All because our financial matters were not 

handled and settled correctly. It is because of this we do 

not appreciate the shares that Allah هلالج لج has stipulated. 

 

When we look for a son-in-law, we say he must be such 

that he must walk in from the front door and right out 

through the back door. When the question of Purdah is 

posed, our reply is that we do not want Purdah. We say 

that we all should “understand one another”. When we go 

to their house, we must be able to walk through the whole 

house. Shariat is put aside, and we want this common 

way of life. We all want to eat from one pot, and nobody 

should ask any questions. This socialist type of life, this 

communist type of life is totally alien to Islam. Islam 

teaches that everyone has his or her proper and full share. 

As we carry on, we will see in our immediate home, how 

much Allah هلالج لج has protected the wife’s share and rights.  
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The type of life we lead, where we all live from one 

business, or from the whole business, and nobody’s share 

is fixed. Nobody knows what he is working for, and we 

are just working from day to day. Then suddenly, when 

the head, the father passes away, then all the problems 

erupt at one time. This is not the correct way. Even if we 

have to curtail, and make the business a little bit smaller, 

but everyone’s share is fixed, and there is goodness, and 

Barakat, and love, and understanding, this is much better 

than having a huge empire, and nobody’s share is fixed at 

all. Here we all work for the ‘State’, the family business, 

and nobody gets any share, whoever wants to use the car, 

uses the car, whoever wants to buy what he wants buys it, 

this is just a socialist type of life, and it is not an Islamic 

way of life. So this is our first step in order to understand 

and appreciate the shares Allah هلالج لج has fixed. Our 

financial matters must be set right. This is the first 

example of the status quo within our families regarding 

money matters.  

 

The brothers who worked in the business feel that the 

Quraan Shareef and Shariat are not fair to them. They 

worked so hard, yet they are getting very little. Therefore 

in order to understand and appreciate the laws of Shariat, 

and to get the full Barakat which Allah هلالج لج has set, Allah 

 knows everything, in order هلالج لج is the All Wise, Allah هلالج لج
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the understand this, we must set our financial matters 

right. What is the solution to this example? 

 

In the above example, when the father and the sons come 

into the business, the father should make them partners. If 

there is one son, then the partnership split would be 

50%/50%. When the father passes away, the inheritors 

would only share the 50% of the portion of the business. 

The business is still intact with the son, and he still gets 

his full 50% because he was a partner, as well as the 

inheritance of the father. If another brother comes into the 

business, split the partnership three ways. Now if the 

father passes away, there will only be one third that will 

be distributed, and in that the sisters and brothers will get 

their shares due to them from the father’s inheritance, but 

it’s not the whole business that is being split. In this way 

everyone gets his or her full, proper share. This is one way 

of doing it.  

 

The respect and honour of our parents and elders must be 

there 100%, but our financial matters must be sorted out, 

and the sooner we do it, the better for us all. Immediately 

there is much more Barakat, hearts remain clean, love 

remains in the family, Allah’s Rahmat [mercy], and 

Barakat descends. If parents do not want to make their 

children partners, then they should give them a good, fat 

salary. They are the ones who are working, the father is 
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not working anymore. They are leaving everything on the 

father’s name, so give them a good salary, and with that 

salary let them establish themselves. Therefore, the 

business would not have that much money, and if the 

father passes away, there would not be so much to be 

distributed. The above are the correct ways. However, we 

have an ‘Indian mentality’ and it is more of a communist 

type of mentality, really, whether we like it or not, but we 

all want to eat from one pot. 

 

 

A Synoptic Discourse on the 

Muslims Downfall of Spain 

 

Meaning: Take warning, then, O ye with eyes (to see)!  

In an extract from the poem entitled ‘Hispania ‘Doctor 

Iqbal, the great poet, philosopher, and Patriot of the East 

has written, 

 

Hidden within your sands are imprinted prostrations 

With silent Adhaans in your morning winds (O 

lamentations) 

 

It is from our recent visit to Portugal and Spain that I 

would like to convey my heartfelt experiences in my 
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opinion the lessons “whispered” to me regarding the 

downfall of a once great Islamic rule. However, these 

experiences are greatly edited for the sake of brevity, as 

space will not allow for detail, as volumes can be written 

on this subject.  

 

Portugal 

Alhamdulillaah! With our regular visits to Mozambique, 

for our Khaanqah programs, Mufti Imtiaz of Mozambique 

had persisted for some time that we should visit Portugal 

with the intention of having programs that expounded on 

the love of Allah هلالج لج. Eventually, Allah هلالج لج had destined 

that we go at the appointed time, and we relented. 

Throughout this trip we had noticed two aspects that 

prevailed. One positive aspect and one negative aspect.  

 

Starting with Mozambique, when the bad conditions of 

the 1970’s to 1980 had overtaken, and communism ruled. 

This was the bad aspect. The good that came out of it was 

that concurrently there was no Masjid, no Musallah in 

Portugal at that time. So people – many of them Muslims - 

left Mozambique to start new lives in Portugal. Today, 

Alhamdulillaah! There are thirty five places in Portugal 

where Salaah is performed. It was out of the question to 

see any sign of the existence of Muslims in the Portugal of 

the not too distant past. Today it is heart-warming to see 
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people walking around with topi, kurta burqa etc. Hence, 

the negative of Mozambique became a catalyst for Islam 

to take root in Portugal and start spreading. 

Alhamdulillaah! The conditions today in Mozambique 

also has changed dramatically and Islam is flourishing 

again. 

 

After having reached Portugal, we visited an area where 

there were predominantly Bangladeshis. Here again the 

‘two aspects’ were prominent. The Portuguese 

government had come to an agreement with the 

Bangladeshi government in that they would allow 

Bangladeshis into Portugal – this was the positive – 

however, Bangladesh should allow the Portuguese NGO’s 

– in other words missionaries – to work in Bangladesh. 

This is the negative aspect.  

 

Regarding the Masjids, they had one Masjid and decided 

that it was getting small and needed to construct another 

Masjid. This was the good aspect. However, after the 

completion of the second Musallah there was in fighting 

regarding the control of the Musallah, this was the 

negative aspect, and each faction kept their own Musallah 

Aabaad. Then they saw the need for constructing a third 

Musallah, and they came together and arranged for its 

construction, this again another positive aspect. Once 

constructed further in-fighting caused a split, another 
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negative aspect. However, the positive spin-off is that 

now there are three Musallahs being kept Aabaad, and 

three Adhaans being heard in that area.  Allah هلالج لج knows 

in His Hikmat the means of spreading Din. 

Alhamdulillaah! We had programs after each Salaah. 

 

Spain 

There is an English Kitaab available, which mentions up 

to one hundred Auliyaa who were from Andalus (Spain). 

These were those who were known of, what about those 

many who were not written about, or mentioned. Then 

there were many great Fuqahaa also who the inhabitants 

of Spain were during the Islamic reign.  

 

We first went to Qurtuba (Cordova). We went to Masjide 

Qurtuba. Previously this was this largest covered Masjid 

in the world. Currently, Masjide Nabawi ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص is the largest 

covered Masjid. A brief history as to how Muslims had 

reached Spain records that the people in Spain were 

originally idol worshippers. Then the Christians 

overpowered those inhabitants, and the Christians then 

ruled over Spain. The then ruling king, with the pretext of 

coaching young people into ruling and governance used 

to lure adolescents to his kingdom and abuse them. 

Among the people who sent their children to this king 
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was a leader of the Berbers who resided in Morocco – 

North Africa.  

 

Having got the news from his daughter of the abusive on 

goings of the Spaniard king, the Berber leader requested 

the assistance of the Muslim Ruler. The Moroccan king 

took permission from the Khaleefa who was in Syria, 

which was granted to him with some conditions. The 

Khaleefa then sent Taariq ibne Ziyaad with four ships 

which transported seven thousand Mujaahideen to fight 

the king of Spain. The Muslim army docked at Jabal-e-

Taariq, which today is called Gibraltar. Jabal-e-Taariq is 

actually an extremely high, huge rock that sticks out at the 

southernmost tip of Europe.  

 

It is Allah هلالج لج Shaan that the Saudi government has built a 

beautiful Masjid at the southern tip of Europe. When 

Taariq ibne Ziyaad landed at Jabal-e-Taariq, he set alight 

all the ships that they had arrived in as a gesture that 

there was no retreat from this expedition. There would 

either be martyrdom or success in annexure of the land for 

them. The Muslim forces then went along the coast until 

they came to a place called Al Jazeeratul Khazrah, which 

they conquered with ease.  
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Then came a more severe battle, but the Muslim army had 

run through them with ease. The commander of the 

Spanish army then reported to his king that these were 

people (the Muslims) of mettle, and he had found it 

impossible to overpower them. The king subsequently 

engaged another seventy thousand strong forces to assist 

quell the Muslim onslaught. The Muslims at that stage 

were only seven thousand strong, and the Muslim ruler of 

Morocco sent a further five thousand soldiers to assist the 

Muslims. Thus, the Muslim army tallied a mere twelve 

thousand in reply to the Spaniards seventy thousand, 

apart from the forces that were already engaged in battle 

with the Muslims.  

 

While visiting the sites around Masjid-e-Qurtuba, we 

were shown various areas that existed in the past. One 

was a Muslim area, the other a Christian area, another, a 

Jewish area, and we were told by two different guides – 

one in a horse drawn carriage, and one in a taxi – both of 

whom were Christian, that the people lived in perfect 

harmony. They commented that the people then lived in 

peace, why isn’t it the case today? This is because the 

Muslim rulers always maintained peace. They did not 

enforce upon other religious groups. Yet in later and 

current times, in Spain, in Portugal, in India, and other 

parts of the world, how many Muslims have been 

massacred by the non-Muslims?  
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Just to give a brief history of Masjide Qurtuba, Masjide 

Qurtuba is the same structure that exited over a thousand 

years ago. When the idol worshippers inhabited the place, 

it was used by them. When the Christians invaded, they 

converted it to a cathedral. When the Muslims conquered 

Spain, the Muslims made an agreement with the 

Christians, that half the structure would be used as a 

Masjid, and the other could be used as a cathedral. The 

Muslims did not do what the Christians are doing in the 

world today, and that is to usurp, rule, and steal 

architecture and natural resources.  

 

The Christians were happy with this agreement. The 

Muslim population then increased, and the Masjid 

became too small. King AbdurRahmaan I, approached the 

Christians and requested to purchase the cathedral 

portion – which according to their doctrines is permitted. 

However, what has been made Waqf in Islam is not 

permitted to be sold until the day of Qiyamah. There was 

another church that was not well maintained, and in 

return King AbdurRahmaan I offered them the place at 

any cost. The Christians attached a very exorbitant price 

for the venue which was duly paid. Till today, the 

Mehraab of Masjide Qurtuba is intact, though it has a steel 

grid around it so nobody can go near there. Until recently, 

they wouldn’t allow Muslims in the Masjid with a topi. 

The performance of Salaah is still not permitted. 
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On visiting Gharnaata (Granada), we visited the famous 

Al Qasrul Hamra – The Red Palace. This palace is 

approximately three kilometres long and a quarter 

kilometre wide. The gardens surrounding the palace, and 

the palace itself, is unbelievable.  

 

Worldly Progress. 

One of our guides took us by horse and cart through 

narrow allies which reminded us of Middle Eastern 

village structures. One could say with adamance that one 

was in one of the Arabian countries. He came to a stage 

where he pointed to an alley where even his horse and 

cart couldn’t enter, and from there, he directed us to a 

museum. In the museum it was astonishing to see that the 

people who first invented paper were Muslims in the year 

784. This invention had not been made by previously non-

Muslims of Spain whom had accepted Islam, but the Arab 

Muslims, who in  history books of the West are referred to 

as ‘Moors’.  Another great achievement was the irrigation 

system devised and used by the Arabs in Spain. They had 

windmills on the tops of mountains – which are 

operational to this day. These windmills have their blades 

on the top and not on the sides as we see in our country 

side. This irrigation system is unparalleled till today.  
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Then there was Jannatul ’Areef, which they today call 

“General Life”, there appears to be a link in the names 

though I cannot substantiate it. This was a wildlife 

sanctuary introduced by King AbdurRahmaan, the first in 

the world. As stated in the introduction, for the sake of 

brevity one cannot go into the details regarding these 

aspects. Hence, even in terms of worldly progress and 

success, the Muslims in Spain had made great strides.  

 

Lessons from Spain 

Muslims in Spain had progressed greatly both in Deen 

and Dunya during their rule in Spain. What was it that 

caused their downfall? Muslims in India, too, had ruled, 

and today, India has also been lost from Muslim rule. In 

India, Alhamdulillaah! Islam is alive. However, in Spain 

there is hardly a trace of Islam left.  

 

When the king Ferdinand, and Isabella had initiated the 

conquest of Spain from the Muslims, they had to fight 

battles to gain territory. However, in my humble opinion, 

it was the worldly ‘progress’ that had brought down 

Islam in Spain. When materialism is gained, it in turn 

generates the love of wealth. When the seed of the love of 

wealth is in one’s heart, it comes along with all the 

spiritual maladies imaginable – primarily jealousy. From 

jealousy stems hatred. Then people vie with one another 
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for attaining more. The Muslims then, due to this jealousy 

and hatred, fought among each other, and were broken 

down into small communities. It was therefore easy for 

the enemy to conquer them in the outlying areas.  

 

However, Andalusia was firmly in the hands of the 

Muslims. The ruler of Andalusia was Abu Abdullah, the 

son of AbdurRahmaan II. One of his great weaknesses 

was that he had too much of contact with the Christians. 

In latter times, history had repeated itself in Bosnia, in 

Palestine and other places, where Muslims have too much 

of social contact with their non-Muslim neighbours. Many 

of us are also comfortable with this kind of relationship, 

we mix freely with them, and it makes us feel ‘with it’. 

This is one great downfall of the Muslim. Someone put it 

very well by saying that Muslims of the past did not hate 

the non-Muslims, but they hated their ways. We hate the 

non-Muslims but we love their ways. 

 

 All their ways are adopted by us. The meetings of our 

Masjids, our Madrasahs are run along their systems and 

manners. If our constitutions are parallel to their 

constitutions, what is left? Coming back to king Abu 

Abdullah, it was due to his contact with the Christians of 

those times, they are proud to show the silver tray in 

which he had handed the keys of the palace to the 

Christians. How can this be explained? He had to leave 
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the Red Palace he cried, and worse still, was that it was 

promised, that in Qurtuba, the Muslims would still have 

part of the Masjid, and in Gharnaata the Muslim flag 

would still fly on the top of the palace guard. These 

promises were promptly broken. The first thing the king 

did was to remove the Muslim flag, and with the hands of 

his priest, he structured a crucifix in its place, our 

Minaarets were converted into their steeples. 

 

Muslims who were wealthy fled from Spain, and the vast 

majority of them now live in Latin America, in countries 

like Argentina, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay, Brazil and the 

like. Our Jamaats that go there report that there is hardly 

any sign of Islam there. All that those people remember is 

that their ancestors possessed something like a Musallah 

or a Tasbeeh or similar. Those who could not afford to flee 

were forced into accepting Christianity or they were 

brutally massacred.  

 

Another reason for the downfall of Islam in Spain is the 

lack of giving Daawat to the non-Muslims. For Muslims, 

the work of Tableegh and Daawat is absolutely important. 

However, this is not termed Tableegh; it should be termed 

Tadhkeer, reminding Muslims of their duties. Our 

Madrassahs, Maktabs, Daaarul Ulooms, and Khaanqahs 

are also working within the Muslim fold. Tableegh means 

to give Daawat to non-Muslims, and unfortunately this 
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aspect has left the Ummat in such a way, that I wonder if 

it will return. The reason as to why Islam continues in 

India today compared to its total uprooting in Spain made 

me appreciate even more the role Sheikhul Islaam, 

Hadhrat Moulana Husein Ahmad Madani  played at 

the time of the partition of India. Although most of our 

Ulema were for the establishment of, and settling in 

Pakistan, Hadhrat Sheikhul Islam remained firm in 

rooting himself in India. He saw beyond the apparent, 

and said that our Masjids, our Qabrastaans, and our 

Madrassahs were in India. Should the Muslims have 

made Hijrat to Pakistan en-mass, what would be left of 

Islam in India today? It could have become another Spain. 

 

In conclusion, the least we can do is make Duaa that Allah 

 establishes the Islamic Khilaafat to the Muslims – not هلالج لج

only in Spain, but throughout the world. May the people 

see the justice! 

 

A Masnoon Duaa in Times of Difficulty 

Hadhrat has given a series of discourses in the Masjid of 

the Daarul Uloom during the month of Ramadaan, after 

Salaatul ‘Asr. One included a series of the Tashreeh 

(commentaries) of  many Masnoon Duaas. This took place 

over a period of seventeen days. Alhamdulillah, Allah هلالج لج 

has given this lowly being the opportunity of compiling a 
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book regarding these Duaas which is available, entitled, 

‘Masnoon Duaas’.   

 

We will discuss a Masnoon Duaa of Hadhrat Nabi-e-

Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص which is short and concise, and seeks the 

protection of Allah هلالج لج, from a variety of bad calamities. 

Insha’Allah, by reciting this Duaa morning and evening, 

not only during difficult times, but daily, we will be 

protected from these calamities. The Duaa is: 

 

 

 

Meaning: I seek refuge in Allah from severe calamities, 

and from the grips of ill hope, and evil destiny, and from 

the taunting of the enemies. 

 

In the Tashreeh (commentary) of the first line, the word 

“Balaa” is used in Urdu and Gujerati as well. The meaning 

of the word “Balaa” is Museebat, Takleef, (hardship). 

Jahde Balaa means very severe hardship. Hadhrat ibne 

Abbaas  gives an example of what a big hardship is. 

The example is QATHRATUL EEYAAL WA QILLATUL 

MAAL.  This means excessive commitments or 
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responsibilities, with very little means (wealth). That is, a 

person who has many children and no money. For 

example, he has twelve or fourteen children, and each of 

them have a different need simultaneously. In the 

morning, each one of them has a need to have breakfast, 

and he has nothing to give them, as he is poor. Somehow, 

he might manage to give them breakfast, and before he 

knows, it is time for lunch, and he has to look for 

something to feed his wife and children again. Then one 

day, the one child is in need of a pair of shoes, and the 

other child needs medical attention.  

 

Children don’t know that there isn’t anything to provide, 

and they cry for what they want, so what hardship would 

the father go through trying to fulfil their needs. Therefore 

the Duaa is a plea to Allah to save one from such calamity.  

  

Shaqaa is Shaqaawat - wretchedness - that one’s heart 

becomes black. “Darako” means that such wretchedness 

reaches my heart. What is this wretchedness? An example 

of this is given by Hadhrat Ibne Masood , who states 

that a person commits such a Gunah (sin) after which the 

doors of Taubah close on that person. Now the Taufiq of 

Taubah is taken away from that person, such is the extent 

of Gunah that this person had committed. 
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Hadhrat says that our Sheikh, Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem 

Akhtar Saheb Daamat Barakaatuhum gives an example 

that when Hadhrat was in Naazimabaad, a suburb of 

Karachi, there was a person who was very educated in the 

secular field. He had studied in the United States, where 

he had obtained many degrees, and he knew many 

languages too. However, his condition was such, that he 

would interfere with any woman he laid his eyes on, and 

he would criticise, insult, and disrespect the ‘Ulema he 

came into contact with. His condition became such 

towards the end of his life, that he lost his mental 

capabilities, and he used to drink the dirty water that 

flowed in the gutters. Hadhrat took pity on him, and 

because he wouldn’t listen to any ‘Aalim, Hadhrat sent a 

friend of his to explain to him that the end of his life was 

near, and that he should make Taubah. 

 

 The reply of this “educated” person is a great eye-opener 

to us all. He replied, “I am a very learned person, I have 

so many degrees, I am a linguist, I know so many 

languages, but that word which you have asked me to say 

(Taubah) doesn’t want to come onto my tongue. Yet every 

other word comes onto my tongue with ease”.   

 

A severe punishment is when Allah هلالج لج increases a person 

in his health, wealth, and general prosperity. We would 

envisage this as a great Ne’mat; one wouldn’t come close 
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to thinking of this as a punishment, let alone a severe 

punishment. However, the increase in health or wealth, 

helps to take him further from Allah هلالج لج. His increase in 

health or wealth makes him commit more Gunahs. The 

thought of  

 

Taubah and Istighfaar doesn’t dawn in his mind at all. 

Then when Allah “tightens the noose”, when his Gunahs 

have increased to such a great level, then his punishment 

is much worse. This Dunya’s punishment is small, 

Aakhirat’s punishment is heavy. When these people 

forgot, they did not pay any attention nor take heed of 

that which we reminded them over and over again. We 

opened the doors of everything of this Dunya to them. 

Then suddenly they became very proud. We caught them 

then suddenly, and took them to task. There was no car in 

the house, now there are two or three cars. There was no 

income, now they have five or ten shops. We opened 

everything - their health we improved. Then suddenly 

they became very proud. We caught them then suddenly, 

and took them to task.  

 

An analogy of this is that a mouse is troubling the 

housewife, nibbling at the potatoes one day, having a 

meal of the mealie meal the next, chewing the housewife’s 

scarf on another day. Now her tolerance has reached a 

low, the mouse is now getting totally out of hand. So she 
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buys some cheese, or some ghee roti and that too, of a 

good quality. She then places the cheese at the mouth of 

the mouse hole. So the mouse thinks that these people are 

very happy with him. They have given him so much of 

Ne’mat (bounties), such a nice, juicy piece of top quality 

cheese, and right at the door of his house. When he goes 

to eat the cheese, the trap slams on him so suddenly and 

so quickly, and its life is taken. The housewife gave the 

mouse the ghee roti and the cheese, not because she was 

happy. On the other hand, the parrot that she is happy 

with also gets ghee roti.  

 

Therefore ghee roti can come for both parties. For one it is 

a Ne’mat, and for one it is a Niqmat, it is an Azaab from 

Allah هلالج لج. If ones Dunya is increasing, and one checks 

oneself, and one is within the limits and confines of 

Shariat, there is nothing Haraam, within Halaal all these 

Ne’mats are coming, then it is a Ne’mat. And if one checks 

oneself and if one sees that whatever is coming is coming 

from bribery, interest, extortion, and one’s Dunya is 

increasing, then realise that this is not a Ne’mat from 

Allah هلالج لج, it is Niqmat, and Allah  هلالج لج is giving it so that 

Allah هلالج لج will take you to task some time.   

 

One other Gunah is the taking of interest. Giving of 

interest is also Haraam. People buy things on hire 
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purchase (HP). They pay interest on their purchases. This 

is also Haraam, the act is Haraam; though their money is 

not “polluted”, they are involved in a Haraam act.  

 

However, taking interest is even worse. Because one is 

involved in a Haraam act, and one’s income, one’s eating 

is also Haraam. This is also a terrible Gunah, of which, in 

the Quraan Shareef, Allah has declared war on those who 

take interest. Interest comes in various forms, though 

many different names have been given to it, for example, 

insurance. When it comes to the name insurance, a person 

quietly, without anyone knowing, accepts the money. This 

is Haraam. 

 

 
Surah Al Ankaboot. Aayat 2 

Meaning: Do men think that they will be left alone on 

saying, "We believe", and that they will not be tested?  

What? . . . Do the people think that they just say, “We 

bring Imaan and they won’t be tested?”  

 

How is a person going to be tested if he has insurance?  

Tested you will be when you don’t have insurance. Allah 

will bring those days as well.  When you lose something, 

you will feel its loss, and that is where the real test is, but 
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when one has insurance, and a loss occurs, one hardly 

feels the loss, as the item - and more than its value - will 

be replaced depending on the dishonesty of the claimant. 

A lady in this vicinity, whose house was burgled recently, 

was very happy. She quipped, “Awe to handoo nawoo 

malhe” (Now we will get everything new).They stole all 

her old things and the insurance will replace them with 

new things.  

 

Qadhaa means Taqdeer, Soo means bad. Therefore WA 

SOO IL QADHAA means that one asks for protection 

from a bad destiny. Who knows what the next moment 

holds for us. The next phone call received can reveal some 

grievous news. One’s life can be changed forever. The 

next knock on the door, we don’t know what the next 

moment holds for us. Therefore. O Allah, if anything bad 

is written in my Taqdeer, then save me from it. Here, 

there is a general common belief, that Taqdeer cannot be 

changed. This means that we as Makhlooq, as Insaan, 

cannot change Taqdeer.  

 

This does not mean Allah هلالج لج can’t change Taqdeer. If 

Allah هلالج لج cannot change Taqdeer, then, Naoozubillah, 

Taqdeer is above Allah هلالج لج, and then Allah هلالج لج is not 

Allah هلالج لج. Allah هلالج لج is above Taqdeer. Anything that is 
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written in Taqdeer can be changed by Allah هلالج لج. And this 

is the meaning of the Hadeeth, that nothing can change 

Taqdeer but Duaa. This means that if we make Duaa to 

Allah هلالج لج, Allah هلالج لج will change Taqdeer. This Duaa, itself, 

taught by Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, is to teach us to supplicate 

O Allah هلالج لج, if anything bad is written in our Taqdeer, 

You change it for me. What a valuable Duaa this is. Today 

one is a millionaire, tomorrow one is bankrupt. Today a 

person is healthy; tomorrow he is struck by a deadly 

disease. Today a person is depended upon for assistance; 

tomorrow he is dependant for assistance.  

 

O Allah save me from the laughing of the enemy. 

Generally a person has enemies, who are jealous of him, 

and they are waiting for that occasion so that something 

should go wrong in his life, his house, his institution, his 

business, his dear ones etc. and they go around talking of 

what had gone wrong, and people enjoy doing this.  

 

There are a few more points to understand in this regard. 

One must realise that Aa’daa - enemies, every person has, 

and there is nothing wrong in having enemies. Many a 

person supplicates that he should not have any enemies in 

this world, or in his life. Buzurgs say that the worst day in 

a person’s life is the day when he does not have an enemy. 

What does this mean?  Take for example, a wall. Nobody 
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makes enmity with a wall, nobody is jealous of a wall. 

Nobody is the enemy of a donkey, because these things 

don’t have any Kamaal, any achievement, or perfection, 

any beauty or goodness in them. The moment, a person 

has any achievement, then there are people who become 

jealous. This is natural. Besides, Allah  هلالج لج says in the 

Quraan Shareef: 

  
Surah Al-Furqan. Aayat 31 

Meaning: Thus have we made for every prophet an 

enemy among the sinners: but enough is thy Lord to 

guide and to help.  

 

Allah هلالج لج says: For every Nabi We made enemies. This 

was not due to the “cause and effect” principal, but in 

terms of TAKWEENI TOR PAR (by the laws of Allah, 

which is absolute, and which governs everything). So 

when the Ambiya  had enemies, why are we afraid of 

enemies? And Allah هلالج لج Himself has the worst of enemies. 

Atheists disbelieve in Allah, and swear Allah هلالج لج. People 

like Firoun came, who were totally dependent on Allah 

 every moment enjoying millions of His bounties, but ,هلالج لج

they turned and renegaded against Allah هلالج لج. Therefore it 

is not bad to have enemies. But what you have to save 

yourself is from their evil. Hadhrat Moulana In’aamul 
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Hasan  Saheb ’s famous Duaas were “Ai Allah har 

fitteen ke fitne se bachaa ”-“ O Allah save me from the 

mischief of every mischief monger.” The mischief monger 

will remain, but save me from the mischief he wants to 

cause. “Har dushman ke dushmani se bachaa, har haasid 

ke hasad se bachaa” and this is in the Quraan Shareef. 

 

 
Surah Al Falaq. Aayat 5 

Meaning: And from the mischief of the envious one as he 

practises envy.  

 

O Allah, Please save me from the evil of the Haasid 

[envious person] when he makes Hasad [envies] to me. 

The Haasid will remain, let him burn to death in his 

Hasad, no problem with that, but when he wants to harm 

me, save me from that harm he wants to cause.  

 

Therefore, WA SHAMAATATIL A’ADAA O Allah don’t 

give the enemy an opportunity to laugh at me. In other 

words, O Allah save us from something that should go 

wrong in our houses. What a beautiful Duaa, we should 

make a point of reading this Duaa daily for our protection 

 



SILHOUETTED GLIMPSES 

  

109 

 

These are just a miniscule amount of discourses that I 

have made mention of in this book. I naturally do have a 

need to limit the amount of talks given by Hadhrat for the 

sake of brevity, but one can gauge the depth in 

knowledge, the ease of understanding, and the 

compassion and encouragement that conveys to us 

through his discourses. Let us take advantage of this, 

Insha Allah. 

 

Keeping Strict Record of Daarul Uloom Matters 

In the month of Safar 1424, Hadhrat  gave a talk at 

Madrasah Tarbiyatul Banaat in Azaadville. This is a short 

extract of the Bayaan.  

 

During certain times, there are certain monies that need to 

placed into safe keeping. I have notes marking what is 

Zakaat, what is the bookshop money, what is Lillah etc., 

with this in mind, that if my Maut (death) has to come, 

and anyone else has to sort out the matters, they would 

know exactly what those monies were for. Therefore, one 

should be prepared at all times.  

 

This is also one Wasiyyat. The Amaanat of a certain 

person might be personal, that is when somebody has 
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kept a Wasiyyat by us. Another Wasiyyat is the Amaanat 

of an institution, like a Madrasah, a Masjid, which is a 

much, much greater Amaanat. This is an Amaanat, not of 

individuals, but of the general public, this is extremely 

important. A record of the Amaanat of this nature must be 

kept at all times. 

 

Another aspect, that is a Ni’mat from Allah هلالج لج, is that for 

a few years now, matters pertaining to my own personal 

Zakaat and inheritance issues, are taken from the end of 

Jamaadal Ukhra, of the previous year, until the end of 

Jamadial Ukhra of the current year. These matters are 

sorted out in the month of Rajab, in the form of a ‘stock 

taking’ of my personal things.  I make two columns, one 

column is labelled “Stock Zakaat”, and this column is 

used to note all items, which are Zakaatable. The other 

column is labelled “Meeraath”, which is inheritance. On 

this sheet everything is recorded, to the extent that even 

the small change in terms of coins in my pocket are noted 

in the relevant column. This is in the form of a proper 

balance sheet. There are certain things that would not be 

Zakaatable, for example, the house, the car, etc. are listed 

in the “Meeraath” column, so they do not get entered into 

the “Stock Zakaat” column. All the columns are totalled, 
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and 2.5% is calculated from the total of the Zakaat 

column. This is kept updated and kept at the bedside. This 

reminds one of one’s Maut consistently.         

 

May Allah هلالج لج grant the Ummah of Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

the realization and concern to act upon every aspect of 

Deen, of which inheritance is a small but very significant 

and important part. The fulfilment of this aspect of Deen 

in compliance with the Shariat has a great impact on a 

Muslim’s reckoning in the Aakhira [Hereafter]. Adherence 

to this and all other tenets of Deen must be our aim. May 

Allah هلالج لج bring alive in us, not only the aim, but the 

adherence to all aspects of the Shariat as well, Insha’Allah, 

Aameen. 

 

Travelling with Hadhrat 

My First Safar (Journey) 

The reason I make mention of Safars with Hadhrat is 

because I learnt immense lessons during these Safars. I 

remember with great fondness, the first Safar I made with 

Hadhrat . I wasn’t part of the initial journey, as 

Hadhrat travelled with Bhai Sadiq Varachia to Durban, 
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and the North Coast. There, someone who had never met 

Hadhrat  before took so greatly to him, that he packed 

his bags to undertake the entire Safar with Hadhrat, and 

spend some days in the Khaanqah as well. This Brothers 

name is Bhai Yunus Vahed, a lecturer in Civil 

Engineering, and indeed a true lover of Hadhrat. The last 

stop of the Safar was White River, in the then Eastern 

Transvaal.  

 

We drove from Azaadville to White River in order to join 

Hadhrat there. It was Youmus Sabt (Saturday), and we 

planned to leave for home the next day. The weather was 

cold and overcast, and we had a lot of drizzle on the way. 

We reached White River, Hadhrat had a night 

programme, the next day after Fajr Salaah we made Zhikr, 

and that was a Zhikr to remember, as Hadhrat Moulana 

Muhammad Gardee Saheb’s voice while making Zhikr 

still echoes in my mind. However, things did not work as 

we thought. There is a friend of Hadhrat’s in Louis 

Trichardt, whose daughter’s Nikah (marriage) was taking 

place on that Youmul Ahad (Sunday), and he was 

insistent that Hadhrat attend the Nikah.  
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Hadhrat tried in many ways to politely turn down the 

invitation, but eventually he relented due to his 

compassion. To give an idea of mere travel, is that if we 

travelled home from White River  the distance is around 

400km. Travelling to Louis Trichardt entailed travelling 

400km North West, and after the Nikah having to travel 

another 400km South towards home. As it is, Hadhrat had 

already travelled extensively and was very tired. This is 

Hadhrat’s extent of kindness, love, and compassion for 

all. We travelled mountainous roads through rain and 

drizzle for four hours. We just made it in time to Louis 

Trichardt, where Hadhrat was requested to give a talk. 

There was a chair to the left of the Mimbar (pulpit). 

Hadhrat then sat and started his discourse.  

 

The groom’s party were from a far off town, and they all 

were from among the Ahle Muhibbeen. I was very very 

short tempered in those days, and I had noticed, in fact it 

was clear for all to see, that Hadhrat was being 

deliberately distracted by an ‘Aalim from that group. This 

infuriated me tremendously. After Hadhrat’s discourse, 

one of their Ulema was requested to give a talk. He was 

very sarcastic, though in agreement in referring to certain 

aspects of Hadhrat’s talks. I was fuming. Hadhrat and 
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Bhai Ismail Nana, may Allah هلالج لج grant him high stages In 

Sha Allah, because he taught me the Adab and Khidmat 

of a Sheikh, were seated between the middle and right 

hand side of the Masjid facing the Qibla, and I was on the 

extreme left.  

 

They stood up for Salaami; I shot up expecting rage and 

confrontation. All I wanted to do was protect Hadhrat, 

and when I got there, among the myriad of people 

standing there were these two people calmly seated. I 

seated myself next to Hadhrat vowing not to allow a fly to 

touch him. Their Salaami ended, and we performed our 

Sunnat Salaah for Zohar. I couldn’t contain my anger, and 

it came out in a way of profuse crying and shaking while 

performing Salaah. The Ahle Muhibbeen did not perform 

the Fardh Salaah behind the Imaam as he was a 

‘Tableeghi’. They made their own Jamaat and performed 

their Fardh Salaah in a second Jamaat in the Masjid.  

 

We then went to the host’s house where separate 

arrangements were made for our hosting and feeding. 

After meals we greeted and took leave. Hadhrat then said 

he wanted to join us in our car for the return journey 



SILHOUETTED GLIMPSES 

  

115 

 

home. This is another sign of Hadhrat’s love and 

kindness. He did this to make me happy. On the way 

home Bhai Ismail Nana said to Hadhrat, “Hadhrat Rashid 

was very angry today”. Hadhrat replied, “Jee, Ismail, and 

if this was a test from Allah هلالج لج, Rashid would have failed 

the test.”  

 

A Safar to the Northern Transvaal 

It was on a Tuesday evening after the Majlis when 

Hadhrat announced that he was going on Safar to the 

Northern Transvaal, if anyone wanted to join they were 

welcome to. Only one hand went up, that was of Bhai 

Yusuf Kayat, and he said that he would be involved in a 

few business affairs while there. Two of the Saathies came 

together and discussed that it wouldn’t be appropriate for 

Hadhrat to go alone, someone ought to accompany 

Hadhrat especially that Bhai Yusuf would be involved in 

business matters, and no one would be in Hadhrat’s 

Khidmat (service). The word went out. That night I called 

my Boss by phone and requested a few days leave which 

was granted, only to find that in Hadhrat’s love there 

were so many other Saathies who thought the same way, 

among them was Bhai Farouk Patel, and along the way so 
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many other Saathies joined from Rustenburg, Warmbaths, 

and Nylstroom, that initially where only one person was 

available to make the Safar with Hadhrat, we ended up 

totalling twenty six Saathies on that Safar. This is the love 

Hadhrat’s Mureedeen have for him.  

 

It was during this Safar, while sitting informally in Bhai 

Ashraf Suleiman’s home where Hadhrat explained the 

Tashreeh (Comment) of the Duaa Rabbana Aatina Fid 

Dunya. Earlier on, I wrote that Hasanah Fid Dunya in our 

measly minds were dining room chairs and table, I 

learned in an informal talk the real Tafseer of this Duaa, 

and what immense value it entails. To briefly point out, 

Hasanah Fid Dunya as per the Tashreeh (Commentary) 

that Hadhrat explained is that you are asking for: 

1. Halaal Rizq (Sustenance) 

2. A Pious Wife, which would lead to you having 

3. Pious children 

4. The Knowledge of Deen 

5. The understanding of Deen 

6. The company of the pious   

7. The praise of people (for Deeni work you do so 

that the love of Deen be inculcated into them). 
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A Safar to Durban 

This is one aspect that I miss immensely of late, Safars 

(travels) with my Beloved Abbaajee. O for those times 

when we travelled the length and breadth of the country, 

with my Abbaajee sitting next to me in the passenger’s 

seat and . . . silence! Sometimes for hours on end, me 

concentrating, and making earnest Duaa, “Oh Allah هلالج لج, 

with Your Fadhl and Karam, please transfer that which is 

in my Abbajee’s heart, into my heart.” For those who 

made those Safars with us will surely remember the 

nostalgia, but more than that, those who are the “OOLUL 

ALBAAB  picked up the lessons that were made apparent, 

as well as those lessons that were taught in silence. The 

lessons that were taught in silence were the most 

enjoyable, because there was, and still is this language 

shared with my beloved Abbaajee of a ‘conversation 

without words’ and an expected ‘end result’, which after 

achieved gives ecstasy, because all the while you are 

pursuing ‘instructions of silence’ not knowing if you are 

acting on something instructed or ‘barking up the wrong 

tree’. ”,[the words “oolul albab” means, “for those who 

are intelligent.” The writer in no way refers to himself as 

being “oolul albaab”. I know my very very many 

misgivings and shortcomings, and may Allah هلالج لج forgive 
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me for them. This is a statement made regarding the 

Saalikeen in general] 

 

Aah! May Allah هلالج لج grant my beloved Abbaajee the 

highest stages of Jannat for among the many, many 

qualities, his quality of teaching me in silence! 

Some lessons from a Safar come to mind when we made a 

Safar to Durban. On the journey was Abbaajee, Moulana 

Yusuf Surtee from the UK, my beloved and dear Brother 

Muhammad Bham and I. 

 

 The Daarul Uloom in Newcastle was having their Annual 

Jalsa, and we had to stop in Newcastle, at the Daarul 

Uloom because Moulana Yusuf Saheb intended staying 

there for the weekend. We subsequently continued the 

journey to Durban, and upon completion of the Safar, as 

we were about to leave, Hadhrat Moulana Naeem Motala 

Saheb Daamat Barakaatuhum, the son-in-law of Hadhrat 

Moulana Yunus Patel Saheb , called me aside and told 

me that while we are on Safar, I should request that 

Abbaajee make a Khaas (special) Duaa for him (this will 

be discussed in lesson number 1 below). I assured him 

that I would do so. As was Abbaajee’s routine during 
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those days, Abbaajee would recite the Duaas of Safar, read 

a bit on his Tasbeeh, place the backrest of the seat at a 

comfortable angle and sleep (this will be discussed in 

lesson number two).  

 

We reached Newcastle as the sun was setting, and as 

usual, this was an uncanny trait of Abbaajee, a 

phenomenon I still can’t explain, that Abbaajee would 

sleep, and just as we are about entering a town, Abbaajee 

would wake up. This happened consistently and 

invariably during all Safars. So, just as we were entering 

Newcastle, Abbaajee got up. I then explained Hadhrat 

Moulana Naeem Saheb’s request to Abbaajee, and very 

unusually, Abbaajee said in his soft, compassionate tone, 

“Achhaa”, and he raised his hands and made Duaa. This 

was very unusual, as Abbaajee would normally say, 

“Insha Allah”, and not do or say anything further.  

 

What was said in the Duaa, I know not, but what I do 

know is that saturated dripping Ghibta (spiritual envy), 

that I should have requested for Duaa for myself instead 

of Hadhrat Moulana Naeem Saheb. Looking at Moulana 

Naeem Saheb today, and the work of Deen that is being 
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taken by Allah هلالج لج, I would die to be a ‘fly on the wall’ to 

have overheard what Duaa was made for Moulana 

Naeem Saheb. Lesson one, is always request for Duaas 

from the pious. [This might be a bold, and distasteful 

statement to some readers. However, this is how I felt, 

and how I still do feel, when I think of that incident. I 

also have and admittedly in future will make this 

statement to Hadhrat Moulana Na’eem Saheb, as it was a 

case where the person who requested something by 

message had attained more than what he endeavoured to 

receive, and the poor Messenger got left out. Moulana 

Na’eem Saheb  I know that this is Ihsaan Jhataana, (A 

sin by which one person reminds the other of a favour 

that was done for him). I also know the depth of our 

relationship, that means that you will forgive me for this 

In ShaAllah. I also hope that each of Hadhrat Moulana 

abdulHamid Saheb’s Mureedeen get showered by the same 

Duaa and with the same effects. Aameen] 

 

We then got into Newcastle, performed our Maghrib 

Salaat at the Daarul Uloom, and proceeded the journey 

back to Benoni, via the Memel route. It was a moonless 

night, and on two or three occasions I turned the car lights 

off to see the effects of the darkness, and I swear it was 
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dark, pitch dark. We reached Benoni and spent the night 

there. The next day at breakfast, Hadhrat Moulana Yusuf 

Saheb asked me in the presence of my Abbaajee and all 

the others as to how I managed to drive through that 

lonely dark road without a sound, my answer – with the 

help of the light of love – the love of my beloved Sheikh.  

 

There was a Jalsa that was held on that day at one of the 

Institutions. Abbaajee was scheduled to give a talk there. 

While driving there, Abbaajee taught us some etiquettes 

of a Majlis (gathering), and made known that we were all 

tired due to the extensive travel, and we needed rest so 

we should leave early. Hence, we should sit very scattered 

more towards the rear, and when we saw Abbaajee stand, 

we should leave one or two at a time, so that it doesn’t 

look like we all stand up en mass and leave, which would 

look rude and it may also be interpreted as we were 

leaving in protest. The above is lesson number three. 

 

At the Jalsa was a play, a play acted on debate between a 

group of Sunni Muslims, and another group of Shias. 

Where the Muslims give their part, the Shias would give 

their Aqaaid (Beliefs). The play was fantastic. I thoroughly 
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enjoyed it. The debate was in Urdu with a lot of Sha’iri 

(poetry), that I hadn’t heard in my life. It was mind 

boggling, and I thought that whoever wrote this debate 

had done an excellent job of portraying the deficiencies –  

deficiencies is putting it mildly, I would say the total 

misbelief of the Shias. 

 

The time came when Abbaajee stood up, we all got the 

cue, Muhammad Bham and I also got up, but we did not 

do our bit appropriately for which we were 

compassionately reprimanded. When we were in the car, 

on the way back, our host from Benoni then expressed his 

enjoyment regarding the Muslim/Shia debate, and 

Abbaajee explained. Outwardly this debate seemed 

educational and thouroughly enjoyable. It also exposed 

the wrong beliefs of the Shias, but during the time of 

Hadhrat Mufti Mahmood Saheb , a similar debate had 

taken place, where Hadhrat was present, and such 

debates are detrimental to our Iman.  

 

Firstly those debating as Shias are debating as per the 

Shias Aqaaid of Kufr (disbelief), what if their Maut (death) 

takes place at that time albeit in the form of a play? Also, 
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after the play, those who debated ‘for the Shias’ made 

Taubah for what they said, explaining to the attendees of 

the Jalsa that it was a means of explaining to the public 

the Shia Aqaaid, but should those debating in the play 

expressing pro Shia Aqaa’id, and should they something 

that was pro Shia, and that was a time when Duaas are 

accepted, could lead the Debater to lose his Imaan. Also, 

the public have got ‘minds of their own’, and the way it is 

played out compared to the way it is interpreted by Zaid 

can cause Zaid to incline towards Shiaism and he could 

lose his Imaan.  

 

Now for lesson two. We were returning from a sad 

occasion, after having performed Salaatul Janaazah for my 

very dear Saathie, Hadhrat Moulana Ahmed Seedat Saheb 

. I noticed throughout the journey from Azaadville to 

Rynsoord and back, Abbaajee was constantly engaged in 

‘Ibaadat, Hadhrat made Tilaawat of the Quraan Shareef, 

then, taking out his Tasbeeh, Abbaajee made constant and 

continuous Tasbeehaat. What I explained further up is 

that Abbaajee would read a little on the Tasbeeh, put the 

backrest at a comfortable position, and sleep. I ‘grew up’ 

watching Abbaajee develop this feat, even with Nafl 

‘Ibaadaat.  Unlike my shift from a ‘Bahr-e-Kaahil’ (Dead 
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Sea) type of ‘Ibaadat on the one day to a ‘soda water’ type 

of ‘Ibaadat’ the next. Lesson two, increase your Nafl, 

‘Ibaadat in stages. One weekend Safar, four invaluable 

lessons, among others not mentioned. Makes you think, 

doesn’t it.   

 

Similarly, there were so many Safars undertaken with 

Hadhrat , and the lessons learnt were innumerable, 

immense, and invaluable. 

 

 

A Trip from Johannesburg Airport to Azaadville 

After having completed a Safar to Zambia, I remember 

that Hadhrat Moulana Qamruz Zamaan Saheb   of 

India was also on Safar to Zambia at that time. Hadhrat 

landed at Johannesburg International Airport.  In 

Hadhrat’s Khidmat on this Safar was Bhai Muhammad 

Firoze Essopjee. I had pre-arranged that I would be in 

Hadhrat’s Khidmat to meet Hadhrat at the airport, and 

return to Azaadville. Accompanying me were Bhai Yusuf 

Goondiwala Saheb, and Bhai Muhammad Bham. On the 

way back home, Hadhrat taught us an Wazeefa which he 

said was extremely beneficial to read, the Wazeefa was: 
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 خز يتَّ  ولم صمد   احد واحد االه له شريك ال وحده  االهللّا الااله   ان اشھد

ال ا لَّهُ  يَُكن ولدَولَمْ  صاحبتوَّ ً   أََحد   ُكفُو   

 

Then Hadhrat made each one of us recite the Wazeefah 

one at a time until each one of us knew it off by heart. 

Then Hadhrat explained that the virtues of reading this 

Wazeefah entails forty million Thawaabs, but we should 

not read it to gain its virtues, though we are allowed that, 

but we should read it with its meaning for the pleasure of 

Allah.   

 

 

A Trip from Homestead Park to Azaadville 

One day on a trip to Homestead Park, we came across a 

very serious accident. In the company of Hadhrat was 

Moulana Moosa Kajee Saheb, Mufti Abdullah Saheb from 

Pakistan who came to spend four months with Hadhrat, 

Bhai Ikhwaan Ebrahim Lupis of Malaysia, who now lives 

in Azaadville and I. Upon seeing the accident, Hadhrat 

advised us that when we see an accident we should recite 

the following Duaa: 

ما عافاني ال ذي الحمدهلل لني و به ابتالك مم  ن كثير   على فض   خلق مم 

 تفضيال
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Meaning: All praises, are due to Allah who has saved me 

from such a condition which is afflicted on you and 

favoured me over many creations. 

Then Allah هلالج لج will protect us from being involved in an 

accident. Hadhrat made Moulana Moosa Kajee repeat the 

Duaa while in the car until we knew it off by heart. 

 

Far Sightedness with Small Steps 
Throughout the centuries there were men who took first 

steps down new roads with nothing but their own vision.  

Therefore, the man who moves a mountain begins by 

carrying away small stones. Here are some examples of 

Hadhrat’s visions, how he started carrying away the small 

stones, and in that way moved a mountain. 

 

Weekly Majaalis 

This is a naturally gifted trait of Hadhrat. Allah هلالج لج has 

blessed Hadhrat with extreme far sightedness, the 

implementation of strategies regarding far sighted plans, 

and the patience of waiting to reap the fruit of these 

strategies. I will highlight a few of these aspects. 
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After taking Bay’at to ‘Aarif Billaah, Hadhrat Moulana 

Hakeem Akhtar Saheb , Hadhrat started having a 

weekly Majlis programme for the Islaah (Spiritual 

Reformation), of the people of the community, and this 

was initiated from his house. There was a very small 

group of people who used to attend.  

 

Despite this Hadhrat continued relentlessly, and the 

numbers began to swell. The house became too small to 

accommodate all the people, as men, and women used to 

attend. Then arrangements were altered and men had to 

be accommodated in the Daarul Uloom, and women at 

Hadhrat’s house. I remember, although the men were 

accommodated at the Daarul Uloom, the attendance then 

was relatively much less than the number that attend 

today. Also with regard to the women, the number of 

women who attend couldn’t be accommodated at 

Hadhrat’s house anymore, and they are now 

accommodated in the women’s hall at the Daarul Uloom.  

 

I’tikaaf Programme 

It came to Ramadaan, I remember a handful of us used to, 

after Asr Salaah, attend a talk by Hadhrat in the 
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Khaanqah which is situated in the basement of the Daarul 

Uloom. Those who were present were Hadhrat, Bhai 

Suleiman Essopjee (Sollybhai Kaka), Doctor Farouk 

Vahed, Hafiz Doctor Cassim Peer, Bhai Ismail Nana, 

Muhammad Firoze Essopjee, and I. When the siren went 

for Iftaari, we would break our fast with dates and water 

in the basement, go upstairs to the Wudhu Khaana, gargle 

our mouths and prepare for the Maghrib Salaah.  

 

Hadhrat then made known his intention with regard to 

having an entire thirty day, and even forty day full month 

I’itikaaf programme for the next Ramadaan. Many 

Mashwerahs (meetings) were made regarding the hosting, 

accommodation and feeding of those who would come for 

I’itikaaf. Bhai Ismail Nana tried to persuade me to 

accompany him in sitting for I’Itikaaf the whole month. I 

was not interested. He said to me that even if he had to sit 

alone he was prepared to do so.  

 

The first year we had a handful of people who attended. I 

remember very clearly, in order to feed Sehri, and Iftaari 

from among the handful of Saathies, a roster was made, 

with Saathies that were paired off in having to feed the 

Mu’attakifeen (those who were sitting for I’itikaaf). The 
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Sehri and Iftaari was prepared at our respective homes, 

and we used to hurry in trying to get the Mu’attakiffeen 

fed while the food was still hot. I remember that I was 

paired with Bhai Yunus Wadvallah. These were the baby 

steps. 

 

Today, Hadhrat’s plans and strategies are a far cry from 

those baby steps. The evidence stands, that there are up to 

fifty sometimes many many more who sit for I’itikaaf for 

the full thirty days, many of who sit for forty days as well, 

and as for the last ten days, it is difficult to tally the 

amount of people who attend. 

 
 

Sunday Majaalis 

In a similar way, the month end Sunday Majlis was 

initiated. We used to have a handful of attendees. The 

washing of dishes and cleaning of the basement where 

people would be fed would be done early on a Sunday 

morning before the Majlis, which used to be done by 

certain Saathies every month. We used to then cater for 

between thirty and fifty men. Between three and five 

Saathies were requested to cater for fifteen people from 
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their homes. However, these days managing like how we 

used to in the past is virtually impossible. Degs have to be 

put up to cater for the amount of people who attend. Help 

has got to be rendered by so many other sources to be able 

to manage the co-ordination of each month end Sunday 

Majlis programme. May Allah هلالج لج increase this boon he 

has granted to Hadhrat. Insha Allah. This shows that we 

can do no great things, we can do only small things with 

great love. 

 

Hadhrat  ’s Compassion 

The Envied Student 

This, as scripted earlier, is a character trait of gold thread 

that which is common with all our pious elders which 

binds this book. What to say of Hadhrat’s compassion? I 

have already explained the amount of compassion 

Hadhrat has shown to me. There are other instances 

which I would like to highlight. 

 

There was a student who qualified as an ‘Aalim from the 

Daarul Uloom quite some time ago. He was a very bright 

and hardworking student, and was the apple of many of 

his Tutor’s eye. Though he isn’t fair skinned and blue 



SILHOUETTED GLIMPSES 

  

131 

 

eyed, he is a gem,  and although in a far off foreign 

country, he keeps in contact with me to this day. There 

was a time when he was very ill and delirious. One 

morning he went to the toilet at Tahajjud time to relieve 

himself and prepare for Tahajjud Salaah. On his way to 

the toilet, he inexplicably fell unconscious and his face hit 

a corner wall. He lay there unnoticed for a very long time. 

When he regained consciousness, he found that his face 

was badly swollen, and he couldn’t attend classes. The 

news got to Hadhrat . Hadhrat called him to the office, 

spoke to him and from his own money, Hadhrat bought 

him a return air ticket and gave him some extra cash for 

himself to go home and recover.  

 

After his recovery he returned, and the advice Hadhrat 

gave him was that he should partake of meals on his own 

and not communally with other students, as there was a 

lot of envy from others on him. 

 

The Ailing Tutor 

Once, there was a Tutor of the Daarul Uloom who became 

gravely ill. He required extensive medical attention, and 
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he was from a distant place in this country. After the 

surgery he had, he was sent home to recover.  

 

One day another Tutor from the Daarul Uloom phoned 

him to find out how he was feeling. He said 

Alhamdulillaah, he was feeling much better, and he also 

mentioned that Hadhrat Moulana abdulHamid Saheb had 

come to visit him that morning. The other Tutor quipped 

that the effects of the anaesthetic hasn’t worn off as he 

might have dreamt that Hadhrat has visited him, because 

he was present for Fajr Salaah that day, Hadhrat gave the 

daily Tafseer, and he saw Hadhrat for the Zohar Salaah at 

the Daarul Uloom. The ailing Tutor refuted the 

anaesthetic quip and said that Hadhrat had taken an early 

morning flight to Durban, from there someone waited for 

him to take him to a further destination point where the 

ailing tutor was.  

 

He visited him, spent some time, saw to whatever needs 

were required if any, and as pre-arranged was 

transported back to Durban airport, and flew back to 

Johannesburg so that he could be in Azaadville to be in 

time for the Zohar Salaah. This visit was made so 

discreetly, without show, and hardly anyone knew of this. 
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This is first-hand information reported without any 

narration of an intermediary. Where does one get 

compassion of this nature in today’s day and age? 

Would it be necessary for me to write more incidents of 

this nature regarding Hadhrat’s compassion? Though I 

know that I can write extensively on this subject.  

 

 

In the Masjid 

I have noticed on many occasions, when Hadhrat has a 

severe cold or flu, with a heavy chest and dripping nose, 

someone would turn on the fan in the Masjid, though it is 

unwarranted. Hadhrat wouldn’t request that it should be 

turned off, and if we have to suggest the turning off of the 

fan to Hadhrat, he would angle his head to the side and 

lift the palm of his hand in a gesture not to do so. I 

experienced this, even during very hot weather.  

Somepeople wouldn’t want the fan on, and Hadhrat 

would patiently endure the heat. During Taraaweeh time 

in Ramadaan, when which light goes on, which goes off, 

when which fan goes on, and which goes of, and at what 

time, and even with regard to the heating system, 

Hadhrat leaves it to those in charge. 
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No Remuneration for Daarul Uloom Services 

Hadhrat does not receive anything in cash or in kind for 

his services as being the Principal of the Daarul Uloom. 

This entire service is for the pleasure of Allah هلالج لج.  

 

Giving Lessons to Students 

Despite being a Sheikh-e-Tareeqat, travelling extensively 

in propagating the love of Allah هلالج لج, his duties as a Sheikh 

and answering to the spiritual questions of his Mureeds, 

his duties as the Principal of the Daarul Uloom, Hadhrat 

still up till this day conducts lessons to students of the 

Daarul Uloom. 

 

Nurturing Methods 

Letter to the Bangladeshi High Commission 

Hadhrat has numerous and varying methods of 

nurturing, depending on whom the person is, and what 

the circumstances entail. During the period immediately 

after I had taken Bay’at with Hadhrat, I was treated with 

‘kid gloves’. Hadhrat had come to find out regarding my 

love for writing, and because of this he requested me on 

many occasions to write letters on his behalf. One such 

letter was written and addressed to the Bangladeshi High 
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Commission regarding the incarceration of Hadhrat 

Moulana Ahmad Sadiq Desai Saheb .  

 

This was in Shawwal 1419 / January 1999. After having 

written the letter in protest of the incarceration of 

Moulana Ahmad Sadiq Saheb, I presented the letter to 

Hadhrat. Hadhrat read the letter in his office, and I 

accompanied Hadhrat walking with him back home. 

Hadhrat complimented me by saying, “Rashid, Masha 

Allah! You correspond on my behalf exactly the way I 

want it to be done.” I smiled from ear to ear, and that 

made Hadhrat read my need for Islaah like a mechanic 

would look at the exhaust of a car and diagnose that it 

required new oil rings. However, nothing was said to me 

then.  

 

The treatment came after I had completed the compilation 

of three of Hadhrat’s Bayaans in the form of Kitaabs 

(books), I had taken delivery of all the printed copies, and 

made arrangements for the cost of the publication as well. 

The month was Ramadaan, the time before Zohar Salaah, 

I waited in the office reception area to see Hadhrat, and 

when Hadhrat was available I entered and showed 
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Hadhrat the three sets of books, expecting praise, 

appreciation, ‘a pat on the back’, and the like. Hadhrat 

remained solemn faced, he paged through each book 

randomly, casually said, “Jazaakallaah”, expecting me to 

excuse myself so that he could carry on with his work.  

 

This was the spiritual treatment I received for pride, pride 

that showed with regard to the compliment received for 

the letter written to the Bangladeshi  High Commission, 

and accepting the praise for myself, instead of attributing 

the praise to Allah هلالج لج for the bounty He has given me in 

the ability of expressing myself in a literary manner, and 

for the opportunity Hadhrat had given me to write the 

letter, as anybody else could have been afforded the 

opportunity. In fact, Hadhrat is an excellent writer 

himself, but he requested that I write it, and that in itself is 

an indication of his kindness to me. It was also a treatment 

for my character had given itself away probably in the 

pompous manner I entered Hadhrat’s office with the 

Books, expecting that ‘pat on the back’, that appreciation, 

that praise, because everything that is done is done with 

sincerity for the pleasure of Allah هلالج لج.  
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Stopping a Nazm Rendition in a Jalsa 

It was on the occasion of the Graduation Jalsa of the 

Daarul Uloom. A student was rendering a Nazm (poem), 

on the stage. He must have recited only two or so 

couplets, when Hadhrat gestured towards the MC (Master 

of Ceremonies), I abhor this term for Islamic functions as it is 

a secular devised term – Author.  

 

The MC then went to Hadhrat, Hadhrat whispered 

something into his ear, he (the MC), then went to the 

student who was rendering the Nazm, and whispered 

into his ear. He stopped the rendition, lifted his Izaar 

(trousers) above his ankles and continued with his 

rendition. After the rendition Hadhrat took the 

microphone and addressed the gathering saying, “It may 

have appeared rude and distracting the MC  called by me, 

and I said something to him, and he in turn said 

something to the student, then the student lifted his 

trouser and continued. It is because I love the student, and 

his ankles were in the fire of Jahannam at the time, and I 

couldn’t tolerate it. I felt it more appropriate to appear to 

be rude and distracting than to see this student in a 

Gunah (sin), it was more important to protect him, 

therefore I had intervened.”  
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Are You Making Your Wazeefaas Allah? 

I was in the process being of retrenched, and I was in such 

preoccupation of the worry of having to lose my job, that I 

had virtually become blind with fear.  In the thick of this 

blinding worry all the affirmations and teachings that 

Allah هلالج لج guarantee’s Rizq (sustenance), only a little effort 

was required, and Allah هلالج لج will provide, had just 

disappeared. Even the thought of having a Sheikh, let 

alone requesting Naseehat (advice), and Duaa 

(supplications)  from Hadhrat had faded from memory.  

 

Advice now started flowing in from many ordinary 

people (non-Aalim), as what the best way was to attain 

some other means of income. All these were in the form of 

either Duaa or Wazaaif, special Salaahs, Azkaar etc. Some 

said if you read Surah Muzammil 40 times, morning and 

evening you will see results quickly, others said read this 

Sifaat (atgtribute) of Allah هلالج لج so many times, it will 

alleviate your problems, others again said that there is a 

Nusgha (prescription) for exactly your needs in the kitaab 

Wazaaife Ashrafya. 
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I listened to all and sundry. There were times I spent four 

hours at a time sitting in the Masjid performing Salaah, 

making Azkaar, reading Wazaaif, and I felt getting 

heavier, and physically taxed all the time. I was tiring out 

and the worry persisted and compounded. It took the 

reminder of a close Saathie that Mashwarah should be 

made with our Hadhrat, and that Duaa should be 

requested from Hadhrat as well.  

 

I notified my beloved Hadhrat of my condition, and of the 

lengths I was going through in terms of Salaah, Azkaar, 

Wazaaif etc. Hadhrat sat through this lengthy detailed 

explanation with Shafqat (compassion) and Hilm 

(patience). After having heard the details, Hadhrat 

advised me, “It appears you are making your Wazaaif etc. 

your Allah. Your Wazaaif etc., do not provide your Rizq. 

Allah هلالج لج is the only provider of Rizq. Wazaaif etc. are not 

Allah, Allah is Allah.  When Huzoor-e-Aqdas ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص had a 

problem, all he did was make two Rakats of Salaatul 

Haajat, make Duaa, and give Sadaqah, and you are doing 

so many things that go contrary to this? Besides, if your 

employment was not “on the line”, would you have 

engaged in ‘Ibaadat (prayer) of this nature, to this extent?” 

The answer was naturally in the negative.  
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Then Hadhrat asked, “From this were you supplicating 

for your needs or for Allah’s pleasure?” To which I 

replied, “For my needs.” Hadhrat continued, “There is no 

problem supplicating to Allah هلالج لج for your needs in any 

way whatsoever, but more superior to this is that all your 

actions should be only for the pleasure of Allah هلالج لج . 

Having doing it this way, your needs would be fulfilled 

“the by way. 

 

Advising a Tutor with Affection and Tact 

One can only advise those who are willing to take the 

advice offered. Therefore to randomly advise anyone 

could be detrimental to the person being advised. Hence 

one should have the wisdom and insight as to who would 

be receptive and who not, particularly when it comes to 

the Tutors of an Institute of whom you are the Principal.  

 

We know that Huzoor-e-Akram ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص detested the wearing 

of red. Also the red Saudi scarf is a sign class distinction in 

contrast to the Hadeeth Shareef of Huzoor ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص the 

understanding of which is that no Arab is superior to a 
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non-Arab, no white person is superior to any black person 

except for Taqwa (piety). Hence the wearing of this scarf – 

the red ones in particular – is also disliked by our 

Akaabireen. 

 

One day, a Tutor had worn such a scarf because it was 

cold and mid-winter, and he was in a rush to perform Fajr 

Salaah. It was after congregational Salaah, and the time 

and place were not appropriate for the advice to be 

parted, although Hadhrat  had ‘read’ that the advice 

could be given to that person. Hadhrat, then, requested 

Moulana Ahmad Mansoor Saheb , the secretary of the 

Daarul Uloom, later in the day, to ask the ‘Aalim to come 

to see him in his office when it was convenient for him. 

Moulana Mansoor remembered only at eleven ‘o clock 

that night. It was a winter’s night and he called this Tutor 

by phone at that time saying that Hadhrat requested to 

see him.  Due to his love for Hadhrat, and the time he 

received the call from Moulana Mansoor, he was in sixes 

and sevens as to what Hadhrat wanted to see him about.  

 

The next morning, when he expected Hadhrat’s arrival, he 

waited in suspense and apprehension, pacing up and 
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down the reception area wondering what Hadhrat 

wanted to see him about. When Hadhrat arrived, he 

presented himself before Hadhrat, and Hadhrat did not 

even remember why he requested to see this Tutor. When 

it came to mind, Hadhrat was very cordial with him, and 

spoke of things in general, and towards the end of the 

conversation said, “Oh yes, and one more thing Moulana, 

that scarf you wore yesterday morning please give it to 

your wife as a hadya (gift).” Note the wisdom and tact at 

how the message was put across. The Tutor understood, 

his heart wasn’t broken, he wasn’t hurt, in fact, he was so 

grateful at how sweetly and lovingly the message was put 

across, that his heart melted for having to teach under 

such a kind Principal.   

 

Ikraam, In’aam, Insaaf, and Ihsaan 

The following incident caused much debate in my mind, 

as to whether to put it under the heading of Hadhrat’s 

nurturing methods, or Hadhrat’s humour. Due to 

Hadhrat’s temperament of lessons to be learnt before the 

funny side of it is seen, I have decided to narrate this 

anecdotal nurturing under the heading of Hadhrat’s 

nurturing methods.  
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Ihsaan Aadam. A true adherent, a dedicated Mureed, and 

what a loyal attendee to the Majaalis! When he took Bay’at 

to Hadhrat , and, during the first Majlis he attended, 

Hadhrat made reference to him saying, “Moulana 

Hussein Aadam’s brother.” Not knowing the etiquettes of 

speaking to one’s Sheikh, he casually replied, “My name 

is Ihsaan, not Moulana Hussein’s Aadam’s brother.” The 

faces of those sitting in the gathering turned red, purple, 

and blue, to the kind of reply that Ihsaan had given. There 

were angry stares and astonished looks all around. As for 

Hadhrat, he was unflinched!  

 

Then the nurturing began – with a humorous side. This is 

one of the most outstanding attributes of Hadhrat – his 

nurturing methods, and how they vary with different 

Mureeds. After the Sunday Majlis subsequent to this 

incident, Hadhrat came up alongside Ihsaan and greeted 

him saying, “As Salaamu ‘Alaikum Ikraam.” Ihsaan did 

not say anything except for replying to Hadhrat’s Salaam, 

and recognising his folly regarding the incident relating to 

his reply. After the next Sunday Majlis Hadhrat came up 

to Ihsaan again, and greeted, “As Salaamu ‘Alaikum 

In’aam.”  
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With the same response from Ihsaan as previously, only 

this time he felt more happy, as he realised that this was 

an anecdotal tact that Hadhrat was using. After the third 

Sunday Majlis Hadhrat again came up to Ihsaan, and 

greeted, “As Salaamu ‘Alaikum Insaaf.” This time with 

the same reaction as the previous times, but with much 

more joy. After the fourth Sunday Majlis, Hadhrat again 

came up to Ihsaan, and greeted, “As Salaamu ‘Alaikum 

Ihsaan”. Ihsaan replied to this greeting, this time ecstatic, 

and this is how Ihsaan Aadam’s heart was won over by 

Hadhrat. 

 

Advising with Harshness is a Greater Blessing 

It was during Ramadaan, Hadhrat was delivering his 

discourse after the Asr Salaah as is the practice. Whenever 

Hadhrat came to a point where a word, or a name, or 

poem, or any such doesn’t come to mind, he glances 

questioningly sometimes to me, or others, seated to his 

right, sometimes to his left, and Hadhrat is always 

conscious that when it came to an Aayat of the Quraan 

Shareef or Hadeeth Shareef that he wants prompted, he 

looked towards an ‘Aalim.  
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On this day, Hadhrat was giving an example regarding a 

Mureed of Hadhrat Moulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thaanwi , 

and the name of the ‘Aalim did not come to mind. 

However, this time Hadhrat   did not prompt, or ask, or 

look questioningly towards anyone, least of all me, but 

said, “I can’t remember the name of the ‘Aalim, but I will 

mention it when it comes to mind.” I prompted the name 

of the ‘Aalim from the side, though with a whisper, 

“Hadhrat Mufti Mahmoodul Hassan Amritsari.” Hadhrat 

turned his head, looked at me directly in the eye, and shot 

a reply to me in the whole gathering with the ladies 

listening on the speakers in the ladies hall, “Jee Rashid, 

and I did not ask you.” I immediately realised my folly.  

 

There was no prompt, I was not asked, no questioning 

look, my response reeked of pride and an attitude which 

displayed Allah forbid, a sign that I knew more than my 

Sheikh, may Allah هلالج لج forgive me. The statement made by 

Hadhrat was “. . .  I will mention it when it comes to 

mind.” I had to listen and follow instructions, and not be 

forward and display my limited knowledge base. I 

immediately apologised, I requested to be forgiven. The 

next day I went to Hadhrat’s office and profusely sought 
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forgiveness. Hadhrat’s response was, “. . . the incident 

took place, you realised your mistake and asked for 

forgiveness. I have forgiven you, and the matter is over.” 

Then Hadhrat said that this condition of mine regarding 

continuing to apologise after a matter should be rectified, 

as Allah هلالج لج has created us to remember Him and not to 

remember our sins. 

On Whose Research is Shariat Based 

One day, during a Mashwerah, advice was being taken 

from people in the gathering. People gave their relative 

advices, and one person said, “According to my research, 

it should be done in this manner.” This infuriated 

Hadhrat. [Being the Spiritual Giant that Hadhrat is, any 

Saalik will understand that Hadhrat’s infuriation was 

not directed at the individual, but at the statement he 

made, which implied that his research superseded 

Shariat]. Hadhrat looked at this person directly in the eye 

and said, “The rules of Islam are based on Shariat. The 

rules of Islam are not based on your research.” 

 

The core of Hadhrat’s advice is that the Sheikh has got to 

do one percent of the work, and the Mureed has got to do 

ninety nine percent. It is so true, because a book can teach 

you, a poem can seduce you, a genius can inspire you, but 
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only you can save yourself, and this is my first-hand 

experience. 

 

How Discourses Given to the General 

Ummah Affect Ulema 

Bhai Yusuf Desai narrated to me once that there is an 

‘Aalim in the Kwa Zulu Natal South Coast, mentioned to 

him, that Hadhrat gives us advices “in small packages 

which are palatable and practical.”  Also that a Mufti from 

the same area, mentioned to him that after having 

performed Salaah for so many years, said to him, “I am a 

Mufti. I have been performing Salaah virtually all my life. 

I teach students how to perform Salaah. However, after all 

my learning and my teaching over all these years, I have 

only come to learn now as to how to make Salaam upon 

the completion of Salaah in the correct Sunnat way 

through Hadhrat.”  

 

Istighna (Independence) and Strict Dealings 

One of Hadhrat ’s foremost and outstanding qualities is 

being independent in Allah هلالج لج’s pleasure. Hadhrat will 

never ask for something to be done for him that would be 

of benefit for himself. When Hadhrat does request for 

something from someone, it is inevitably for the person’s 
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benefit and it would be something requested for the 

benefit of Deen directly or indirectly. 

 

One day Hadhrat was scheduled to deliver a talk in 

Homestead Park. It was during the initial stages of 

Homestead Park monthly programme. One Saalik went to 

Hadhrat to ask if he could take Hadhrat to the 

programme, and he asked in a manner similar to the way 

it is quoted here, he asked, “Hadhrat can I give you a lift 

to the Homestead Park programme if nobody is taking 

you.” Hadhrat replied, “Go and ask (so and so), regarding 

how he asked me the same question.” This Saalik went to 

the Saalik Hadhrat mentioned and asked him what he 

asked Hadhrat. The other Saalik replied, “I asked, 

Hadhrat, I humbly request to be in Hadhrat’s Khidmat of 

accompanying Hadhrat to the Homestead Park Masjid in 

my car.”   

 

The Saalik then went back to Hadhrat to report what he 

had heard. Hadhrat said, “This is the way you request to 

be in service of a Sheikh. The way you made it sound was 

that I am obligated. I do have a car, which I can use, and 

you wanted to ‘give me a lift’. There is a vast difference in 

the way you and the other Saalik put forward your 
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requests. The way the other Saalik asked made it feel that 

he would be honoured for me to go with him.” 

 

One day Hadhrat requested that I meet him in his office. 

When I got there, Hadhrat asked if my seven seater 

vehicle was being used for the weekend. I replied that it 

wasn’t, and it was available. The only thing was that one 

of the seats was removed as it needed repair. Hadhrat 

requested if he could use the vehicle, as it would save 

from using two vehicles, and I replied in the affirmative.  

 

After the weekend I went to fetch the vehicle, and 

Hadhrat gave me the keys, together with an envelope. 

Looking at the envelope, I knew Hadhrat was giving me 

money for the use of the vehicle, and I started nodding 

my head sideways saying, “Hadhrat, I cannot accept this, 

I have done it with extreme love for my Sheikh.” Hadhrat 

replied, “I know you have done it with love, I too, am a 

Mureed, and would have done the same for my Sheikh. 

But Rashid, in today’s times there are many fraud 

Murshids who take advantage of Mureeds, and in this 

way they give Tasawwuf a bad name. I want to keep the 

record clean, therefore you will have to accept this.” I took 
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the money, thanked Hadhrat, Hadhrat thanked me for the 

use of the vehicle, and I left. When I got home and opened 

the envelope I found Five Hundred Rand. 

 

 Two days later, I got a call saying that Hadhrat requested 

to see me. When I went to meet with Hadhrat, Hadhrat 

said, “I calculated the distance travelled and fuel used and 

I calculated that I gave you less money, so please accept 

this.” I said, “Hadhrat! How . . .” Hadhrat said, “Accept 

it.” I took the envelope, and when I opened it I found Two 

Hundred Rand in side. 

 

Hadhrat’s Humility 

Bhai Yusuf Desai once related an incident, when Hadhrat 

and he were on Safar in the United Kingdom, and  the 

CPAP unit that Hadhrat uses when sleeping to prevent 

sleep apnoea, had suddenly stopped working due to 

probably a power surge. In order to prevent anyone, and 

particularly Bhai Yusuf from getting alarmed, Hadhrat 

didn’t mention that the unit was not working, as it would 

be difficult to find an outlet in a foreign place to service a 

unit of this nature. 

 



SILHOUETTED GLIMPSES 

  

151 

 

Bhai Yusuf saw Hadhrat off to sleep that night, and when 

he came to sleep, he noticed Hadhrat yawning and not 

able to sleep. Before Hadhrat started using the CPAP, he 

used sleep very uneasily, and with a type of a ‘gurgle’, 

and Bhai Yusuf noticed that Hadhrat was experiencing 

the same condition. He quickly went to Hadhrat and 

enquired why Hadhrat was so uneasy, and Hadhrat said 

to him that the CPAP was not working.  

 

This was at about one or two ‘o clock in the morning. Bhai 

Yusuf, being a layman, didn’t have any know how 

regarding having the CPAP repaired. He went out, in 

Dewsbury looking for a place that would have the 

machine repaired. He met an ‘Aalim, and showed the 

CPAP to him explaining that it was Hadhrat’s and it 

required attention. The two of them looked at the unit and 

tried to figure out a way to have it work again. The ‘Aalim 

then managed to get a fuse, and had it replaced, and the 

unit worked again.  This is indicative of the love for a 

Mureed, and the humility of his Murshid. 

 

On one occasion, Hadhrat  invited his Sheikh, Hadhrat 

Moulana Shah Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb , to 

come to South Africa. Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Akhtar 

Saheb  had already suffered a stroke, and special 

arrangements had to be made to transport the special bed 
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Hadhrat had needed, together with a host of other 

arrangements. Hadhrat had undertaken to see to and meet 

all requirements from travelling arrangements to the 

transportation of all the special requirements, the hosting 

of, and preparations of programs for Hadhrat Moulana 

Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb’s  to conduct, as 

well as all the needs for the entourage. 

 

The day came when Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem 

Muhammad Akhtar Saheb   was to arrive, and we all 

went en mass to the  Johannesburg International Airport 

to welcome the entourage. As Hadhrat and the entourage 

came out of the customs area, they were spritely whisked 

away by somebody else and taken to the venue of choice 

of the other person. To be blatant, Hadhrat’s right to be 

host to the entourage was hijacked. Hadhrat did not utter 

a word, and even his face did not give away the hurt I 

know he felt on that day. He accepted whatever had taken 

place with a huge heart, but I could sense Hadhrat’s deep 

hurt on this occasion. Incidentally, there were two other 

incidents where I felt very sorely for Hadhrat, one I will 

mention, the other would be best kept within myself.  
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Anyway, we followed the entourage to the venue they 

headed for, and when we reached the destination, people 

clambered out of their vehicles to do this and that, and 

rushed into the house to get a ‘grandstand placing’ near 

Hadhrat Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb . I 

followed Hadhrat, who calmly alighted the vehicle, and 

walked altogether at the rear of the rush. We entered 

through the garage, into the kitchen, into a passage, and 

Hadhrat Hakeem Akhtar Saheb’s room was to the right of 

the passageway, and like a flock of sheep, people were 

trying to get ahead of each other for their own little 

‘grandstand placing’. 

  

When we got to the passage, instead of going right, into 

the passage with the crowd, Hadhrat went left, so as not 

to cause congestion, overcrowding, and stuufiness in 

Hadhrat Hakeem Saheb ’s romm, as Hadhrat had only 

just arrived.   

 

Hadhrat got to the lounge, and placed his walking stick 

against the wall, removed his sandals, and entered the 

lounge and seated himself. I followed and joined Hadhrat 

in the lounge. We sat quietly for only a few moments 
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when we heard Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad 

Akhtar calling, 

ا دبع

 

يدد ںوممالب ي
م
ح
ل

اصح  اہک ےہ؟ںا  

 “Where  is Moulana Abdul Hamid Saheb”? People 

started scrambling over each other looking for Hadhrat to 

tell him that Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad 

Akhtar Saheb  was requesting for him. Hadhrat 

Moulana Hakeem Akhtar Saheb  had so many of his 

loving adherents around him, but they were not enough, 

he wanted and called out for the beloved. That was the 

day I saw the true enactment and the results of the 

Hadeeth Shareef: 

 من تواضع ا هللا رفعه هللا

“He who humbles himself for Allah, Allah will raise his 

status" 

 

 Bhai Yusuf Desai narrates, that once when on Safar with 

Hadhrat, together with Hadhrat Hakeem Muhammad 

Akhtar Saheb , to the United Kingdom, part of 

Hadhrat’s dietary program was to have a banana in the 

morning, and then have  apple cider vinegar with honey 

and lemon. However, Bhai Yusuf didn’t have apple cider 
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vinegar, and early one morning, he went to look for apple 

cider vinegar, without success. He then thought that he 

would substitute the apple cider vinegar with ordinary 

vinegar. What was unknown to him, was that the vinegar 

he had bought was strongly concentrated. He used to give 

Hadhrat this daily, and this went on for about fifteen to 

twenty days, and Hadhrat used to have the vinegar 

without saying a word, nor having to show any 

expression on his face. 

 

 Throughout the Safar they were in other towns like 

Leicester, Bristol, Bradford, Dewsbury, and so on. On the 

last day, they were in London, and he thought to himself, 

that he would like to have some of the honeyed water 

with the vinegar that he was giving Hadhrat everyday 

thus far.  

 

When he tasted it, his expression to me was, “Ya Allah! I 

was so ashamed of myself, I wanted to hide my face, I 

wished that the ground had swallowed me, and I went 

sheepishly, embarrassed, shy, apologetically to Hadhrat, 

and I requested to Hadhrat to forgive me, because I didn’t 

taste the vinegar before I gave it to Hadhrat. I have been 
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giving it to you for all these days, and only today I have 

realised how horrible the vinegar tastes. I couldn’t even 

tolerate half a sip going down my throat, and I don’t 

know how you managed to drink so much of it every day 

so far.” Hadhrat kindly looked at me, smiled, and said, 

“Aye handoo aaproo faa’ida no”, (These are all for our 

benefit). “Hadhrat’s reply actually dumbfounded me, and 

left me silenced.”     

 

One of Hadhrat’s outstanding qualities is indicative of the 

quality of the Sunnate Nabawi ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, and that is despite 

having being blessed with great wisdom and foresight, 

consultation with Companions regarding matters was 

always sought. Unilateral and autocratic decision making 

never did form part of his character. One among many 

many examples is after the victory of the Battle of Badr, 

how the prisoners of war were to be dealt with. Hadhrat 

Umar ’s opinion differed from that of Huzoor ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص. 

 

This trait is firmly entrenched in Hadhrat’s character 

mould as well. One aspect comes to mind. One day it was 

requested that Hadhrat wanted to see me. I went to 

Hadhrat’s office, and Hadhrat posed a question to me, 
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requesting my opinion. The question was, “Rashid, what 

is your opinion with regard to having a website for the 

Khaanqah?” I was totally taken aback. Where is Hadhrat, 

his wisdom, his foresight, and an insignificant servant like 

me being asked for an opinion by him.  

 

I mustered up some courage and in a nutshell, I explained 

that I was not in favour of having a website for the 

Khaanqah. I got home, and thought about this, and felt 

that I gave Hadhrat a very brief and synoptic reply, and 

that I needed to elaborate. However, I would not be able 

to do this in the presence of Hadhrat because of the awe 

that surrounds Hadhrat, so I decided to write to Hadhrat, 

and the following is the letter I wrote to Hadhrat with 

regard to my opinion of having a website for the 

Khaanqah. Naturally I did not write transliterations and 

translations of the couplets, as Hadhrat would understand 

what is written. The transliterations and translations of 

the couplets are for the benefit of the reader. The letter 

follows: 
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18 Rajab 1429 / 21 July 2008 

To my Beloved Abbaajee, Hadhrat Moulana Shah Abdul Hamid Saheb 

 

 

From Khaadim Rashid Kajee 

My Dear Beloved and Esteemed Peer-o-Murshid, 

 

 یگ  اہلل  واولں  کيں

ٹ

 اتم لقع  و  داشن  ل

ي ؟

ق

ر  ےہ اسق

 

ريي

  

رہ  خ

 

ز
م

 

خ

ر  اک 

 

 يي   سک اکف

 

Mataa-e-Aqal-o-Danish lutt gayi Allah Walo ki 

Yeh kis Kaafir ka ghamza-e-khunrez he Saqi? 

Dr Iqbal 

Meaning: 
Muslims have been robbed of their wisdom and creative thinking 

O Friend, tell me, to which non-Muslim’s credit is this evil planning? 

 

Ahqar remembers the day he asked his Abbaajee, that since Bare Hadhrat, 

Hadhrat Moulana Shah Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb , and 
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Hadhrat Moulana Yunus Patel Saheb  have got web sites, what 

would Abbaajee say to Khaanqah-e-Akhtari having a web site as well. 

Abbaajee replied, (koee kami beshi nahi) (with no addition or subtraction 

of what was said), “There are so many ‘Ulema who have web sites, why 

is it necessary to have one more?” Ahqar walked with Abbaajee with a 

pondering silence, and almost thinking out aloud, and with a thoughtful 

‘sense of knowing’, ahqar took permission to reply to what his Abbaajee 

had just said, and he got a reply in the affirmative. Taking advantage of 

the permission given, ahqar said that he read Abbaajee’s reply not as a 

case of not wanting to have one extra web site on the internet, but as 

Abbaajee’s Tawaazu of not wanting to have a web site due to the ill 

effects the internet has, yet not bring other esteemed ‘Ulema and 

Shuyukh down due to them having web sites. Abbaajee did not reply to 

this comment ahqar made, which made ahqar feel that this was indeed the 

case. Even at that stage ahqar did not realise his Murshid’s method of 

Tarbiyat – khaalis – so fee sad khaalis (pure – one hundred percent pure). 

It is only now that ahqar realises the deep, pure, clear, content of 

Abbaajee’s Tarbiyat. Rather, this is just a mere tip of the iceberg. 

Therefore, when Abbaajee asked what ahqar feels regarding having a web 

site, ahqar was at first taken aback, as ahqar feels that he is the last that 

should render his feelings on this matter. However, the day passed in 

turmoil, and that is what led to the writing of this letter. 

 

Ahqar is not passing opinion on this matter. All he is doing is penning his 

thoughts on his personal experiences in particular, and speculating of 

what could be the end result in general. Ahqar has never been asked for 

his feelings regarding this issue, hence his feelings were his raaz (secret) 

until today. Ahqar respects all ‘Ulema, and loves them all very dearly 

should they have a web site or not, though to a lesser degree than he loves 
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his Peer-o-Murshid. There may be Ghuloo (excessiveness) in ahqars 

thoughts regarding a web site due to his bias against this. Therefore, it 

should be borne in mind that this correspondence should have no bearing 

on whether the Khaanqah should have a web site or not. This is a mere 

penning of thoughts. Despite my bias towards this technology, ahqar is 

entrapped in it: 

ييں

م

 زعاب داشن  اح رض  ےس  ب ا  ربخ  وہ  ں

ں

ي

 

ا  وہ لثم خ کاا گي

 

ين
 ھي
پ

س 

ي مي

س  آگ   

ي مي

 ےک   

Azaab-e-Danish-e-Haazir say baa khabar hoo me 

Ke me is aag me phenka gaya hoo misle Khaleel  

Dr Iqbal 

 

Meaning: 

I am well informed of the so called present civilization’s whim 

To the extent that I been tossed into its fire like Hadhrat Ebrahim  

 

During one ‘Eid-ul-Adha, all the friends gathered, as we always do for 

the Qurbaani in our back yard. Alhamdulillaah! The sacrifice of an 

average of twenty eight sheep takes place annually. Trying to encourage 

and upkeep the Purdah aspect alone is a magnanimous task. On this ‘Eid-

ul-Adha, ahqar had to contend with a youngster, who was born and 

raised until his early teens in Azaadville, and then went to settle in 

London. His hair was styled in a deliberate ‘frizzy afro’ fashion, and his 

clothes, the less said the better. Worse still, he was filming the whole 

Qurbani scene, people, animals and all. Fortunately, he was a guest of a 
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great friend with whom I enjoy a friendship of Be Takallufi (informal). 

This friend is very Deeni inclined, with Sunnat Dhaari, Libaas, and 

Amal-o-Aamaal – an admirable companion. So ahqar approached this 

friend to tell him to please stop filming. A while later, ahqar noticed the 

filming was being continued. Again, I brought it to the notice of my 

friend, to which he retorted that he was filming the Qurbani scene to 

show the “spirit of Qurbani” in London because the Muslims never get 

the opportunity to even see this. Ahqar replied, “Is he going to stop the 

filming or am I going to have to throw him out”? The adamant reply came 

that it was going to benefit Muslims. To which I asked if Islam had 

spread to the corners of the earth by video footage or Husne Akhlaaq.  

 

Abbaajee, this is the Husne Akhlaaq that Allah Ta’aala has blessed 

Abbaajee with. Ahqar undeservedly gets complimented by friend and foe 

alike for Husne Akhlaaq. A trait which he silently observes from his 

beloved Murshid, and desperately, with desire wants to emulate. Ahqar 

feels like a five year old wanting only to be like his Abbaa, just like my 

son Muhammad wants to be just like me. A major part of this Husne 

Akhlaaq is that Allah Ta’aala has blessed Abbaajee with, though I may 

be misconstruing terminology, is this firmness on the traditional Sunnat 

methods of imparting Deen and making of Tarbiyat. I am not one who 

can be opinionated, as I neither inculcated, nor possess wisdom, insight, 

foresight, and the like. However, the crevices of my heart tell me that 

Abbaajee’s propagation and methods in all facets of Deen are in 

compliance with that of the Sahaba-e-Kiraam  , and the Anwaaraat of 

this – the traditional Sunnat, non-electronic method is absolutely pure. 
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،  الک

ق

يعت
ي
مدمتّدن،  وصّتف،  رش  

 اتبن  مجع  ےک  اجپري  امتم

ييں

گع

س   وھک  

ي مي

ر ا افت 

 

 خ

ق
ق

ي

ق

 ح

ييں

گع

س وھک  

ي مي

ي م 

 

ررون

ق

لکت
  ا

ق

 
  ب

ق

 يي اّم

 
 

Tamaddun,Tasawwuf,Shariat,Kalaam 
Butaan-e-Ajam ke pujaari tamaam 
Haqeeqat khurafaat me kho gayee 

Yeh Ummat butt-e-electronic*  me kho gayee 
 

*Apologies to Dr Iqbal as the original word used here is “riwayaat” 
Dr Iqbal 

 
Meaning (in reference to current day Muslims): 
Traditions, Mystisms, Islamic Law and beliefs 
Worshippers they are of other religions deities 

Truth has been converted to senseless subjections 
This Ummat has become lost in electronic inventions* 

 

*Apologies to Dr Iqbal as the original word used here is should be 

translated as “traditions” 

 

Aqhar always tries to be in the forefront of technology, as it undoubtedly 

makes one’s life easy. This especially when one is travelling and quotes, 

tenders, correspondence and the like are required by clients. One carries 

one’s office in a little laptop – now a complicated cell phone – and the 
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work gets done and sent across continents in a flash! Aah! Then comes 

the time of ‘idle surfing’ of the internet, then wham! Inadvertently the 

body of a woman appears on an Islamic web site through a ‘pop-up’ 

advert. Fortunately, Khauf (fear of Allah)  wins more of the battles than 

Nafs, albeit with a limp, half alive whimper clutching on straws. But 

how does Khauf win more of the tussles – albeit just a ‘scrape through’ 

win? It wins with the Tawajju and Faiz of a Sheikh-e-Kaamil and his 

Khaalis Islaahi Tareeka. 

   احرضےن  کي ےہوہ آ زادي
ي

ب ر

 

ق

 ےھجم  ت

س آزادي  ےہ  ب ا

ي مي

س  رگاتفريہک اظرھ   

ي مي

نط     

رب 

 

ي
رے  اچڑا اسزي  رکملسو هيلع هللا ىلصںںوت  اے  ومال  ء ت آپ   مي  

اري ّ

 

اں  ےہ  زب ررا  ايي   مي
ي

 

رن

 

رءي  داشن  ےہ  اف  مي

Mujhe Tehzeeb-e-Hazir ne ki he wo azaadi 
Ke Zaahir me to aazaadi he, baatin me giriftaari 

Too, Ai Moula-e-Yathrab ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, Aap mere chara sazi kar 

Meri Daanish he afrangi, mera Imaan he zannaari 
                                                                                              Dr Iqbal 
 

Meaning: 
Present civilisation has granted me freedom in this age 

That outwardly it seems freedom but in reality it is bondage 

O Huzoor ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, for my aliments, let them be treated 

My wisdom is inspired from the West, and my faith is adulterated 
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Aah! Ahqar stops to think of our Aslaaf. How would Hadhrat Mufti 

Mehmood Saheb , Hadhrat Moulana Siddique Bandwi Saheb , 

Hadhrat Qari Tayyib Saheb , Hadhrat Moulana Maseehullaah Khan 

Saheb , Hadhrat Moulana Husein Ahmed Madani Saheb , 

Hadhrat Moulana In’aamul Hasan Saheb , Moulana Yusuf Binnoori 

Saheb , Hadhrat Moulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thaanwi , Hadhrat 

Moulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi Saheb , Hadhrat Moulana Qasim 

Nanotwi  Saheb , a little further back, Hadhrat Khwaaja 

Moinuddeen Chisti , Hadhrat Baayazid Bustaami , Moulana 

Jalaaludden Rumi , Hadhrat Umar      Hadhrat Abu Bakr  , 

Nabi-e-Kareem   ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصhave reacted , how will Allah هلالج لج  react to the 

Kalaam-e-Paak, Hadeeth Shareef, Kitaabs of Naseehat, and the like, 

where the  name of Allah Ta’aala and Nabi-e-Kareem ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص  would be 

shared on the same screen that portrays pornography.  

 

When the Mu’min’s Imaan is strong, and he comes into a Deeni Josh, he 

will listen to the Imaams of the Haramain Shareefain, and concurrently 

read the Quraan Shareef off the computer screen, he will read Ibne 

Kathir, Bukhaari Shareef, and read and listen to the Bayaanaat of 

prominent ‘Ulema on the screen and the speakers of his computer. Alas! 

When he is weak in his knees, and when nafs  overtakes, and Shaitaan 

whispers, then he is in a porn site, and at the same spot Na’oothubillaah! 

Where “Allah”, “Rasoolullah “ ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص”, “هلالج لج ” and such sacred, respectful, 
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and esteemed titles had previously appeared, on the same screen, in the 

same block of little rectangular spots (which are called mega-pixels), is a 

vivid picture of a strange woman’s (or man’s) anatomy, the name of the 

organ that cannot be brought to a Mu’min’s mind, let alone his mouth. 

Yes, this may be Ghuloo, a Mumin should make Husne Zann of his 

brother, but my Beloved Murshid has taught me – better safe than sorry. 

Abbaajee, ahqar was in such turmoil that the thoughts that had flowed 

had to be scripted. For this ahqar seeks infinite forgiveness, as the 

greatest fear ahqar carries in his heart, the greatest worry, is that 

Abbaajee’s Tawajju be snatched from me. Me, my family my Khaandaan 

will be destroyed. Slap me, beat me do with me what Abbaajee thinks I 

deserve, but please, please, Abbaajee’s Tawajju on my family and I is 

essential.  

 

In conclusion, there is an apt Sher (poem) that refers to me and my kind 

of fools (of which are not many, if any), who although talk of the 

detriment of things, but are already steeped headlong and deep in the 

same. 

س  التبم  ھجت   و

ي مي

  
ي
ا  ےہ الغم ا  گي  کي

يں

 

 ہک ھجت  ےس   وہ  ہن  کسي  رقف  ےک  ابہگنن

اا  اھت  سج  کي  داغ وجسد

ق

کي
م
 
ح
خ

 اثمل  ام ہ 

  ےن  وہ  املسمین
ي

 

رن

 

دلي  ےہ  ف ريي

 

 خ

Kiyaa gayaa he ghulaami me mubtala tujh ko 
Ke tujh se ho na saki Faqr ki nigehbaani 

Misaal-e-maah chamaktaa tha jis ke daag-e-sujood 
Khareed li he farangi* ne woh Musalmaani. 

Dr Iqbal 
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*This is a derogatory term that was used for the British during their rule 

in India. I broadly translate it in this letter as “The West” 

 
Meaning: 

Into such imposition you have been placed by the West 
That you could not even protect your faith by the test 

Like the crescent your forehead used to be marked through prostrations 
Alas! Your faith has been purchased by the West’s impositions 

 

Ahqar apologises and seeks forgiveness for all the Ghustaakhi (disrespect). 

It was a pouring out of thoughts, an opportunity to introspect, and I 

saw the Nifaaq in me, and fortunately I recognize it. In a way this is 

also an Islaahi ‘Ittilaa (spiritual notification), and what better than to 

have it treated. Abbaajee Ghustaakhi Maaf. Ahqar requests for advice, 

and normally Jawaab comes in the Bayaanaat of the Islaahi Majaalis. As 

this is an ‘abnormal’ case, ahqar respectfully requests an audience with 

Abbaajee for reaction to this piece of correspondence. 

Jazaakallaahu Khair 

  

 

khaadim rashid 

اں

 

ر   و   املسمں  وہب

 

 تہب  آاسن ےہ  اکف

اں

 

 تہب  لکشم  ےہ  املسمں   و  املسمں  وہب

Bohat Aasaan he Kaafir ko Musalmaan Hona 
Bohat Mushkil he Musalmaan ko Musalmaan Hona 

                                                                                 Dr Iqbal    
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Meaning: 
Very easy it is for a non-Muslim to become a Muslim 

Very difficult it is for a Muslim to be a Muslim 

 

I don’t recall having received a reply from Hadhrat. 

However, a few years later, there were more serious talks 

regarding the developing of a web site for the Khaanqah. 

This then reached Mashwerah (consultation) at much 

higher levels, and Mashwerahs were conducted at the 

Khaanqah of Hadhrat Moulana Shah Hakeem Akhtar 

Saheb . There it was decided that the development of a 

website would take place. However, my personal ‘gut-

feel’ is that Hadhrat went with the Jamhoor of the Shura 

(majority concensus of the council) in having the web site 

developed, but Hadhrat’s Mizaaj (temperament) is not for 

having the web site. These are but my feelings due to my 

being in Hadhrat’s Khidmat (service) for all these years. I 

may be wrong, but I dare not ask. Remember, the Mureed 

who questions his Sheikh, and a Student who never 

questions his Ustaad (teacher), are both doomed. 

 

Bhai Yusuf Desai narrated another incident to me 

regarding Hadhrat, when Hadhrat used to visit Hakeem 

Yusuf Saheb  from Hekpoort. Hakeem Sheb told Bhai 
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Yusuf that whenerver Hadhrat went to visit him – and 

these visits were health consultations - Hadhrat always sat 

attentively, and humility, like a student, and  Hadhrat 

afforded Hakeem Saheb due respect and etiquette with 

regard to his profession and occupation. 

Hadhrat’s Love for Humanity, Love for the 

Ummat and ‘Ulema, and Tact With People and 

‘Ulema with Opposing Views 

This is Hadhrat’s hallmark, and it aptly portrays the true 

conduct of a Mu’min. He sees differences in the Ummat 

and among ‘Ulema as a predestined plan from Allah هلالج لج, 

and he handles the matter as such. “Hate the sin, not the 

Sinner”, “Don’t wash your dirty linen in public”, “Correct 

people for the pleasure of Allah هلالج لج and not to satisfy your 

Nafs (ego)”, are all traits that are rooted into the character 

of Hadhrat. On many an occasion, events took place 

which did not conform to Hadhrat’s principles, but he had 

never, ever, hit out publicly at the misdemeanor that was 

carried out.  

 

He would either personally, privately, speak the person or 

organisation, or he would request a mutual associate of 
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both parties to approach and speak to the other party, or 

he would, within his own circles, advise his followers and 

adherents of misdemeanours that are being carried out, 

and to a great extent if possible, he would not mention the 

opposite party if it could be helped, then he would advise 

his followers and adherents from pursuing what is being 

done. Among these issues are the issue regarding a Radio 

Station, a Halaal Authority, the issue with regard to 

‘Ulema propagating Deen on television, and an 

organisation that has made compulsory, the training of 

‘Ulema at secular tertiary institutions as a pre-requisite for 

them having to teach at Muslim schools, and the like. A 

number of incidents come to light with regard to the 

above, of which I am witness to. I will mention a few of 

them. 

 

Once Hadhrat was called to a Mashwerah regarding the 

establishment of an Islamic Radio Station. Hadhrat 

attended, and Hadhrat’s foresight is exceptional. Already 

at that stage, when Station was in its embryonic stage, he 

had foreseen that it would be necessary to employ women 

for broadcasting. This was just one of the many other 

points Hadhrat had pointed out. Others did not see 

through it, or the other points Hadhrat had pointed out. 
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When Hadhrat was invited for the next Mashwarah, he 

was forthwith and his reply was, “Mashwarah is for that 

which is permissible. There is no Mashwarah for the 

impermissible.” He did not attend.  Short, sweet, to the 

point, directed at the organiser, and never publicized. 

 

Hadhrat kindly requested from the authorities of the 

Radio Station never to play his discourses. However 

recently, during one Ramadaan, the news reached me that 

Hadhrat’s discourses were being aired by the Radio 

Station, around the time of Sehri. I verified this by 

listening to these discourses for a number of days, and 

notified Hadhrat, and asked what should be done about 

it. Hadhrat advised me to speak to their programming 

manager, and politely request that they abstain from 

doing this. I did as Hadhrat requested, yet they did not 

comply with my request. 

 

Once, when Hadhrat Moulana Mazhar Saheb  , was in 

the country, and he had a program at the residence of 

Hadhrat Mufti Hoosein Bhayat ’s residence. I had the 

opportunity of meeting a very senior ‘Aalim , who 

holds a very high office at the Radio Station on the way 
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back from the Masjid, after Maghrib Salaah. I politely 

outlined to him what had taken place and until now 

nothing has been done to comply with our requests. The 

‘Aalim had undertaken to look into the matter. Just as I 

concluded speaking to him, Hadhrat had returned from 

performing Maghrib Salaah. Despite the Radio Station’s 

non-compliance to the agreement of Hadhrat, and to our 

requests, Hadhrat had greeted the ‘Aalim with so much of 

love, warmth, and endearment, that I had felt guilty for 

informing the ‘Aalim regarding the station’s non-

compliance. When there was free time, I notified Hadhrat 

of what I told the ‘Aalim, expecting to be reprimanded. 

Hadhrat gave me a broad smile, and told me that I did the 

right thing. This is what made me realise the depth of 

Hadhrat’s love for humanity, and particularly for the 

‘Ulema. His differences are only for the pleasure of 

Allah and not to inflate his nafs.  

 

A prominent member of a Halaal authority made claim 

that Hadhrat Mufti Sanjalwi Saheb  had given his 

sanction regarding the consumption of machine 

slaughtered chickens. Hadhrat had first-hand proof that 

Hadhrat Mufti Sanjalwi Saheb had asked him (Hadhrat) 

to investigate the machine slaughtering process and 
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Hadhrat, after investigating the process reported back to 

Hadhrat Mufti Sanjalwi Saheb  , and Hadhrat Mufti 

Saheb’s statement was that these chickens were edible as 

Halaal, “not over my dead body”.  

 

Hadhrat’s duty was to refute this the claim of the member 

of the Halaal authority, yet to do it in a manner where the 

‘dirty linen of our Deen, and the ‘Ulema-e-Kiraam are not 

aired in public’. There might have been a misnomer, a 

misunderstanding of the part of the member of the Halaal 

authority, but Hadhrat kept his honour intact. Therefore 

he made mention of this within the confines of his own 

circles. This was at the Graduation Jalsa of Daarul Uloom 

Azaadville, where many, many Muslims attend, and with 

the knowledge that the correct message will filter through 

to the Ummah.  

 

Due Consideration 

 Bhai Yusuf Desai generally accompanies Hadhrat 

especially on most of Hadhrat’s Safars (travels) abroad, 

and he narrated the following incident that took place. 
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“We were on a Safar to Pakistan, and landed in Karachi 

on a Al Khamees (Thursday). Hadhrat’s bags got lost. 

Allah هلالج لج gave me the Taufeeq (ability) to arrange to 

purchase some clothes for Hadhrat. I was extremely 

happy that I could arrange everything. Really, I was so 

happy. The next day was Youmul Jumuah (Friday), and 

when I had discovered, I had forgot to get an extra towel. 

Anyway Hadhrat went into the bathroom for Ghusl (to 

bath), and I gave Hadhrat my towel. I thought that I will 

make do without a towel, and I would make 

arrangements for another towel after Jumuah Salaah. 

Hadhrat came out of the bathroom, and Masha Allah he 

Hadhrat looked good, and it was my turn to go for a 

shower. When I went into the bathroom, I noticed that 

only half  the towel was neatly used, and the other half 

was left bone dry, which Hadhrat had left for me to use.”  

Huzoor  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said:    

العارفين قلوب  التقوى ومعدن  معدن  شي لكل . 

For everything there is a mine, and the mine of Taqwa 

(piety) is the hearts of those who recognise Allah هلالج لج.  

 

This is my Hadhrat, and these are his silent messages 

Wallah! Depending on one’s intentions and intelligence, 
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one would not even have to do the hard work of digging 

to get to Hadhrat’s heart. Look at these absolutely 

astounding, and beautiful lessons, open the ‘eyes’ of your 

heart and you will get these jewels and gems on the 

surface. Like one finds alluvial gold, and alluvial 

diamonds, these are gold nuggets, and diamonds that are 

found on the ground’s surface, so you can pick up 

‘alluvial Taqwa’ from just observing Hadhrat. 

‘Practice What You Preach’ 

“Practice what you preach” is a phrase we all use at some 

time or another, starting with me. We either say it to 

others, or tell it to someone regarding others, but we 

never refer this phrase to ourselves. In my opinion, this is 

the most bigoted phrase in the English language. 

 

How many times has Hadhrat told us in various 

gatherings of the importance of spending time with one’s 

Sheikh, with the emphasis of spending one Chilla (a 

period of forty days) with one’s Sheikh. How many of us, 

beginning with me, have actually spent that Chilla with 

has. You see, Hadhrat practices what he preaches. Despite 
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all his various commitments, Hadhrat spent a Chilla with 

his Sheikh, Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad 

Akhtar Saheb . This was during Dhul Hijjah and 

Muharram 1428 (December/January 2008).  

 

This section emphasises focus on Hadhrat , and I have 

tried consistently to try to mention very little of myself 

herein, and I can’t but help mention my part of some of 

the experiences when in Hadhrat’s company. When this 

comes to the fore, I feel guilt that there are so many other 

people out there, Mureeds or not who have experienced 

valuable experiences with Hadhrat and they are neither 

mentioned, nor are their experiences told. However I felt 

compelled to mention the following: 

 

It was a month before I left for Haj in 1428 that Hadhrat 

was on Safar, I did not get a chance to greet him before I 

left. I spent a month and a half in Hijaaz-e-Muqaddas, 

completed my Haj, and when I returned, I hastened to 

meet with Hadhrat to greet him, only to be told that 

Hadhrat had left for Pakistan. The information received 

from some quarters was that Hadhrat was going to spend 

one Chilla (forty days) in Pakistan, others said it was not 
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true as Hadhrat would be returning sooner. The more 

authentic seemed that Hadhrat was going to spend a 

Chilla. This meant that I hadn’t seen Hadhrat for two and 

a half months, and that I would not be seeing him for 

another month and a half. This was intolerable.  I booked 

a ticket and flew to Pakistan. The only reason I write this 

is because I want to illustrate Hadhrat’s love for his 

Sheikh, conduct, punctuality, and his humility as a 

Mureed compared to his stature as a Murshid. 

 

I spent ten days at the Khaanqah in Karachi. Hadhrat was 

there, and accompanying Hadhrat was a Mureed who is 

extremely close to Hadhrat’s heart, a true Saalik, and lover 

of Hadhrat, and one whose Khidmat  (services) to 

Hadhrat are second to none, Bhai Yusuf Desai Saheb  of 

Stanger.  

 

The following may be read with raised eyebrows, or a 

questioning frown, but nevertheless I will expose it. 

Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb 

was a reformer of contemporary times. He stood head and 

shoulders above any other ‘Aalim in each and every 

aspect of the periphery of Deen, but my sights were on my 
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Sheikh. I am so used to seeing my Sheikh being treated 

like a king, being a Murshid, that to see him sitting with 

humility as a Mureed was difficult for me to witness.  

 

Hadhrat spoke when he was spoken to. He was always 

first before any Majlis began, he spoke with such humility 

to his Sheikh, I couldn’t and still will not be able to bear it, 

and he spent the entire forty days in the Khaanqah. That is 

why that was my first and last visit to the Khaanqah in 

Karachi.  

 

I did one day go to Hadhrat’s room in the Khaanqah. 

Hadhrat was very happy that I had gone to visit him, and 

he made me feel very comfortable. I discussed many 

Islaahi matters, then I spoke to Hadhrat with regard to 

how I felt with regard to the above feelings, but more than 

that I told Hadhrat that Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem 

Akhtar Saheb , sometimes corrects, and sometimes  

reprimands his Mureeds, and it would be hard for me to 

tolerate that this be done to Hadhrat in my presence.  

Hadhrat smiled and explained saying, “This is like a 

family. Imagine Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Akhtar Saheb 

to be your grandfather and I being your father. Should I 
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do something contrary to my father, your grandfather’s 

instructions, my father would naturally reprimand me 

even if it is in your presence, and it is for my benefit, and 

you should accept it like that.” 

 

This did not sink in then, and I can’t comprehend it even 

now. Many, many Saathies have gone many a times to 

Karachi, but I did not go again, because I choose to see my 

Sheikh as a king and not an adherent, a Murshid, and not 

a Mureed. 

 

 It is amazing that when having spoken to Bhai Yusuf 

Desai with regard to Hadhrat’s stay in the Khaanqah in 

Pakistan, apart from my astonished observations, Bhai 

Yusuf, who had stayed the entire forty days with 

Hadhrat, in the Khaanqah narrated to me his observations 

regarding Hadhrat’s stay there too.  

 

Bhai Yusuf narrated to me that there was a fixed time for 

meals, and Hadhrat was never late even once, for any of 

the meals. Hadhrat had not left the Khaanqah once to go  

anywhere. When Hadhrat entered the Khaanqah, he 

entered removing his shoes, and the only time Hadhrat 
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had worn his shoes again, it was on the day he had 

completed his stay of forty days in the Khaanqah to leave 

for home. Hadhrat is so well known all over the world, 

and particularly in Pakistan, and there were so many 

Ulema, Asaatiza, and the like who had invited Hadhrat 

for meals, to give discourses, for Mashuras (for counsel), 

Hadhrat would politely and kindly reply that he had 

come with the intention to spend a chilla (forty days) with 

his Sheikh, Hadhrat Moulana Shah Hakeem Muhammad 

Akhtar Saheb   , and he was unable  to attend. 

 

Hadhrat’s dedication to his intention was so strong, that 

he spent his entire time in the Khaanqah.  Hadhrat was 

punctual with all his Salaahs, and there wasn’t one day 

when Hadhrat had missed the Tabeere Ula. Hadhrat was 

also punctual with attending all Hadhrat Moulana Hakim 

Akhtar Saheb ’s Majaalis. Hadhrat has the qualities of 

discipline and punctuality deep rooted in his nature, 

among many other qualities like forbearance, Tawakkul 

(total trust in Allah هلالج لج ), Tawaazu (humility), which are 

among Hadhrat’s qualities. 
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Bhai Yusuf also narrated to me that Hadhrat used to keep 

nafl fasts during his stay in the Khaanqah, on Al Ithnain 

(Mondays), and Al Khamees (Thursdays). Hadhrat was so 

discreet about those fasts, that nobody knew that Hadhrat 

was fasting. The only person apart from Hadhrat who 

knew that Hadhrat had kept these fasts was Bhai Yusuf 

himself, as he would prepare Hadhrat’s Sehri and Ifataari. 

Hadhrat’s Humour 

One can never describe Hadhrat’s qualities without 

having to describe Hadhrat’s humour. Although 

Hadhrat’s character build up is made of an outward soft, 

gentle, and compassionate vestige, Hadhrat possesses an 

inner vestige of awe, and in order to make people more 

comfortable, and feel at ease, Allah هلالج لج has blessed 

Hadhrat with a spontaneous off the cuff sense of humour 

which calms the most awe-struck person.  

 

There are many occasions especially during informal talks 

and gatherings that Hadhrat’s wit would come to play, 

but not without lesson though. There is always a moral 

lesson from these witty moments. Sometimes during 

Bayaans, Hadhrat would crack a joke or two, but these are 
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not superficial dry cracks, but really noteworthy gaffs. 

This is so much like some of our pious predecessors like 

Hadhrat Moulana Shah Ataullaah Bukhari , Hadhrat 

Mufti Mahmood Hassan Gangohi , and the like.  

 

Can anyone forget the famous joke of the seven Mamas’ 

(uncles), that have the Majlis in stitches, and the important 

moral behind the story. I remember one day in Ramadaan, 

it was a discourse after Asr Salaah, and the topic was deep 

and serious, and suddenly Hadhrat made a quip about a 

conversation between a Volkswagen Beetle, and the new 

‘Dolphin’ BMW. I will never forget that incident, that day, 

and that classic joke. Even while scripting it today, it has 

me in stitches. 

 

One day, we were on Safar in Swaziland. It was early in 

the morning, and breakfast was being prepared for us. All 

the Saathies were casually and informally walking and 

sitting around, and Hadhrat made a statement. Hadhrat 

said, “There are many ways of getting Yaqeen (Trust in 

Allah هلالج لج) . . .” All the Saathies surrounded Hadhrat 

thinking that there was some informal talk that was to be 

given or some advices to be parted. Hadhrat continued, “ . 
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. . one of the ways of getting Yaqeen is by sitting with 

Rashid in the car.”  

 

One night, it was Lailatul Mi’raj, and we were on Safar. It 

was after Esha Salaah, and we were leaving Newcastle 

returning home. I said to Hadhrat, “Alhamdulillah 

Hadhrat! We are not always afforded to perform a Sunnat 

on this night of Mi’raj that we are performing now”. 

Hadhrat asked, “What Sunnat is that Rashid?” I replied, 

“Hadhrat, making a long Safar on the night of Mi’raaj” 

Hadhrat replied, “Jee Rashid, but do not practice on the 

other Sunnat.” I asked, “What Sunnat is that Hadhrat”? 

Hadhrat replied, “Rasoolullaah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص made the Safar in 

lightning speed.”  

 

There are so many other jokes that Hadhrat quips, 

whether on a journey or during a discourse. There was 

one particular night, when we were on Safar, and we were 

in a massive group. We were en route to Stanger, and 

stopped for the night in Greytown. Along with a very 

jovial person called Ahmadbhai, his surname escapes me, 

but people had nicknamed him “Bull”. They spoke about 

‘the old days’ when the Tableeghi Markaz was in Kerk 
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Street, and about Qari Abdul Hamid Saheb and his Hifz 

classes, and when the jokes began, there was an exchange 

of jokes that kept the entourage in stitches. Suffice to say 

that we were constantly reminded of keeping Allah  هلالج لج in 

our thoughts during light hearted moments as well. That 

was an extremely memorable night. 

Yes! This is My Abbaajee,  

My Hadhrat, but Only If 

Yes! This is my Abbaajee! My Hadhrat! We have read of 

his qualities, and more than loving him for his qualities, I 

love him for his Zaat (his being). I have seen and learnt in 

his speech, his silence, his actions, his gestures, over and 

over a model of who I want to be.  

 

But Alas! If I can only be his. I stand last in the line of 

those who have captured his heart. I come but not close to 

the person who attains last his love, due to my filth. 

Where am I and where is he, and in between where are all 

else who are part of his heart? How desperate I am to be 

his favourite, and how dismally I fail! How I thirst to be to 

him, like Hadhrat Moulana Khaleel Ahmad Saharanpuri 
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 was to Hadhrat Moulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi . 

Let me relate their incident. 

 

One day Hadhrat Moulana Khaleel Ahmad Saharanpuri 

, who was the Mureed of Hadhrat Moulana Rashid 

Ahmad Gangohi , wrote to his Sheikh, stating that he 

was undertaking a Journey to the district of Gangoh, and 

would be arriving on a certain day after Asr Salaah to visit 

him. The Sheikh Hadhrat Moulana Rashid Ahmad 

Gangohi  on that day waited in anticipation, and due 

to some reason or the other, Hadhrat Moulana Khaleel 

Ahmad Saheb did not arrive after Asr nor after Maghrib, 

and still in anticipation and love struck Hadhrat Moulana 

Rashid Ahmad Gangohi despite being the Sheikh started 

pacing side to side in the Masjid saying this couplet: 

ں
ي

 

راومش    وت   اب   ب

 

و    او   ودعاہ    ف     آيي

ق

 م

ں
ي

 

     ب

 

    ش
ي
 سج   رطح    اٹک    روز   زگر    اجني

“Don’t come O breaker of promises don’t now even come 

My night I will spend as my day, waiting and lonesome” 
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Yes! This is my Abbaajee! My Hadhrat! But only if I was 

granted the qualities to be loved by him, the qualities 

others have developed and inculcated for him to love 

them! اکش ےک . . . if only . . . 

 

Despite age, illness and responsibilities of the Daarul 

Uloom, which rests upon Hadhrat’s shoulders, Hadhrat’s 

deep hearted passion to spread the message of the love of 

Allah هلالج لج has caused him to travel the length and breadth 

of this country, as well as many countries across the 

world. May Allah  هلالج لج bless Hadhrat with long life 

excellent health, and the strength to continue in his 

blessed endeavours and Divine acceptance. Aameen. 

Epilogue 

There is so much more to write, there are volumes. As 

scripted, this short, mini summary of the few moments of 

the almost twenty years that I spent with my beloved 

Abbaajee makes me feel that I have done a great injustice 

to a great personality. While scripting one aspect, a 

thousand and one others come to mind. May Allah  هلالج لج 

always keep my Abbaajee in extremely good health,with  

a continued prosperous and fruitful life,  and make all his 
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Mureedeen take the maximum benefit from his teachings, 

and keep Abbaajee’s shadow over us always. May the 

Anwaaraat (effluences’) of Abbaajee’s teachings spread 

throughout the world, This Duaa goes for  Abbaajee’s 

family, too with all the sacrifices made in many ways. 

May Allah هلالج لج reward them in this world, and in the 

Hereafter with only the best of rewards. Aameen. 

 

I started this book with a poem, the first poem that I had 

written to Hadhrat, and I think it is apt to end with a 

poem as well, and a poem which I have written sixteen 

years after having taken Bay’at to Hadhrat.  

EXPERIENCING THIS ‘SENSE OF KNOWING’ 

O  thoughts captured, and experiences savoured in these beautiful years sixteen 

Traits of my Beloved Guide, his discourses, travels and experiences heard and seen 

It is sixteen years since thy took my hand, and I experienced thy perpetual bloom 

My thoughts focus on thy nature, thy character, thyself – in admiration I swoon 

 

And in my admiration of thy impeccable qualities, no bounds do they know 

Love, generosity, kindness, topped with humility - a good word for friend and foe 

Depth in character, high in stature, an embodiment of humility indeed thou art 

My Beloved Murshid, not just scripted words these are, but etchings on my heart 
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Poems in thy praise, thy introduction before a discourse, to this thy do not flinch 

Ecstatic they would make me feel, and sway with joy, but thy won’t move an inch 

Qualities though important, qualities they are, admirable they are, these sifaat 

To love only for sifaat is not enough, not so my Murshid? I dearly love thy Zaat 

 

All these emotions and a whole lot more, I experienced in years ten plus six 

Then why O Murshid, when thy last travel was reminisced did I sit and stare in a fix 

With heart at ease, with emotions reigned, and imaginations of thy travels flowing 

I introspected again and again, aah, a whisper then came - that ‘sense of knowing’ 

 

This I know my Beloved, and my heart says that my Murshid’s silence ‘told me so’ 

Thy see it is more from thy silence, than through thy talks that I come to know 

In days gone past a spiritual nymph I was where publicly I flashed my ‘wares’ 

‘Spiritual maturity’ thy instilled in me, now I cover my emotions with blank stares 

 

Is it not love enough when praised in mass, for thy Beloved you heave a deep sigh? 

And when in solitude you bewail for his nearness, you swoon, sway, sob and cry? 

Is this one station on the road to His love, thy guided me, pray tell Rashid it is true 

If true it’s not, thy know, a slow learner I am, though false or true, I do love you. 
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Hadhrat continues to give advices in his discourses with 

regard to the importance of learning the Urdu language. 

This has had such an impact on me, that at most given 

moments, I would read, translate, and try to write Udru, 

no matter what difficulty I experience. I have a Tutor who 

patiently reads through what I write and corrects my 

writing and translations as well. May Allah هلالج لج reward 

my Tutor with His most valuable rewards. Aameen.  

 

 It is with this spirit that I have transcribed the following 

article from an Urdu discourse, and as a reward for those 

who can read and understand Urdu, the translation is also 

scripted after the Urdu transcript. 
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 االخق اک ايي قبس

ا:     رامبي

 

  ف
ي
يان  يم

 
 اصح  ےن ايي ب

ي
 

ا اطرق مج

 

 رضحت  ومالب

   
 

 ح

ق

اري امجع
م
 رمعہ یک 4891ہ

ق
ق

 یھت ، وت اس وق

ئ

اان ک

ق

سي
ي گلي

 

ي

ا  

 مہ رمعہ رکےن  تااجز 
ي
ںگيںیھب لم اجیت یہت ،وت وایسپ يم

 

  ،  مہ دميي
ي
 رونرہ  يم

د  ادمح اخن اصح ں ا عسي

 

يررے،  رضحت   رضحت  ومالب
ھت

ٹ

پ

ےک اکمن رپ 

اان 

ق

سي
ي گلي

 

ي

 آپ  و   ا
ي
ا ےک  يم  ےنرعض کي

ي
د  ادمح اخن اصح  ےس  يم ا عسي

 

ومالب

ا اچاتہ  وہن؛

 

ا   ےک احالت انسب

 

اےہ؛ وت ومالب ي(  اکم تہب زمکوروہ گي

 

يع ي لن

ق

ت

واہں اک )

ا اچ

 

ّ

 

 یھن س
ي
 ےن اہک ےک ےن اہک  ےک" اھبئ يم

ي
ران وہا؛ يم را خي

ٹ

 ي 
ي
اتہ"؛ يم

ا؛ 

ق
 

 یھن س
ي
رضحت، تہب رضوري ےہ؛رضحت ےن رھپ ےس  اہک ےک اھبئ يم

 ےن اہک ےک اکم اک اصقنن وہ راھ ےہ وت اس يلي اتب
ي
ا وہں ؛رضحت ےن اہک يم

ق

ب

ا ّ

 

 یھن س
ي
ں اچاتہيم

ت 

ا ےس تبحم 

 

ي یھت، قلعت یھب اھت ؛ ےب  ؛ ااھچ  وہا ےک ومالب

 ھ
ب

ي یھب

کللف

ق

ي

ا، 

ق
 

 یھن س
ي
رامبيا ےک يم

 

ي وت ،یہ، رضحت ےن ف

 

 ےن اہک آپ  ين
ي
،  يم
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را 

ٹ

 ي 
ي
رضحیجت ےس ھکل دو ارگ آپ زبيادہ یہ  رضور ےتھجمس وہ ،  اوہنں ےن یہن انس،  يم

ران وہا، ھجم  و يي  الہپ رجتہب اھت ےک  و  ب اناتسن یئخي
ي
  يم

 
 یہن  ن  راھ، رھپ ح

ام اوہن ےن واسپ آبيا وت رضحت ےن ےھجم  ايي ہطخ وجھب

 

رے ب ا  مي ا،  دخ ی ہطخ آبي ابي

 یہن؛

 

ي
 

ں  وئ یمک ب
ي
مي
ج س

ي 
م
 اھکل، يي ویہ اافلظ ہ

رس ےک وھٹرکيي اھکےن ےک دعب اس  راہس ي  ي  رپ وہپاتچن ےہ ےک اےنپ ںدنبہ ي 

ق  

ن

وں
ي

ق

، اس يلي ےک آج لک ےک ںاست ي ا اچہم

 

روں  و یھن اتبب

ٹ

يااں اےنپ ي  مي
ک
یک 

رے اسيي یھن

ٹ

ي  وج یسک یمک  و  نںي 
م
و یہ ولسک رکے ں رک یھب اس ےک اسھت ہ

ا رکےت  ے ےلہپ کي
ّس
س

ا ںےھت،اھں اس ےس دنبہںوج ا وں اک اصقنن وت دکيي
ي

ق

ےن است

   یسک
 

ا،ح  یھن دکيي

ق

وو از ولخس ےک اسھت قلعت ںےہ، عفن آج ي
ھ
يک ي

 یمک د
ي
يم

انبو، اس ےس تنحم رکو، اس  و اھجمسو، ارگ اس ےس یھب ہن ےھجمس وت اس اک اعمہلم 

ےک رپسد رکو، اور اےنپ وہوٹنں  وسي ول۔اہلل     

ا االخق اکقبس اھکسياہلل  اربک کي
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A Lesson Regarding Good Character 

Hadhrat Moulana Tariq Jameel Saheb stated the following in 

one of his discourses: 

 
“When our Jamaat went to the United Kingdom in 1984, then to 

attain a visa to make Umrah was easy. So  on our return we went to 

Hijaaz-e-Muqaddas to make Umrah. When we were in Madeenatul 

Munawwarah, we stayed at Hazrat  Moulana  Sayyed Ahmed Khan 

Saheb  house. 

 

 

I said to Hadhrat Moulana Sayyed Ahmed Khan Saheb , that I 

wanted to inform him of the conditions in the United Kingdom. 

 

 

They work of Tableegh and Da’wat has deteriorated substantially in 

the United Kingdom. Moulana   said to me, “Brother, I don’t want 

to hear it.” I became perturbed, and I said Hadhrat it is of great 

necessity. Hadhrat again replied, “Brother I do not want to listen to 

what you have to say.” I said that there is detriment taking place 

regarding the work of Da’wat,  and that is the reason I am bringing 

this to your notice. Hadhrat replied, “I do not listen to such talk.” It is 

a good thing that I had great love for Hadhrat, I had a good 

relationship with him, as well as well as informality. I said to 

Hadhrat please listen to what I have to say. Hadhrat said, “I do not 
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want to listen, write to Hadhratjee (Hadhrat In’aamul Hasan Saheb 

), if find it to be a pressing need.” He did not hear what I wanted 

to tell him. I was very perturbed, and this was the first time I had 

experienced that someone doesn’t want to listen (to what I have to 

say regarding the conditions in the United Kingdom). When I 

returned to Pakistan, Hadhrat   sent me a letter. The letter was 

addressed to me personally, and  I am quoting it verbatim, with any 

addition or subtraction. The letter stated, 

 

 

“After having to take knock after knock for years and years, this 

servant has come to this conclusion that one should not expose the 

shortfalls of his companions to his elders. The reason for this is that 

the elders today are not of the stage, which after having to hear the 

shortfall of someone, would continue having the congeniality that 

they have had with him before. Yes, this servant has witnessed the 

damage it has done to people, but I have never witnessed it benefit 

anyone until today. When you do see a weakness in someone, then, 

with absolute sincerity build a relationship with him. Show him 

affection. Explain to him his weaknesses. Should he not take heed 

from this, then leave his case in Allah هلالج لج’s care, and seal your lips.” 

 

What a lesson with regard to character I was taught! Allahu Akbar!  

 






