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A GREAT MISSION 

Firstly, we should make Shukr to Allah  that He has chosen us for 

this very great mission. If we say that this is the greatest mission on 

the surface of the earth, it won’t be farfetched and incorrect. To 

learn Deen, practice upon Deen and propagate Deen is the greatest 

mission.  

In the Quraan Allah  states,  

نَس ِإَّلَّ لِيَ ْعُبُدوِن   َوَما َخَلْقُت اْلِْنَّ َواْْلِ
I have only created jinn and human beings for My worship 

The commentators have mentioned that ‘worship’ in this context 

means to recognise Allah . We are here in the world to find Allah 

, not only to believe in Him but to know who Allah  is, to be 

obedient to Him and then finally make such an effort that everyone 

obeys Allah . The Dawat of Rasulullah  was not only confined to 

mankind but extended to the Jinn as well. The Deen of Allah  is for 

men and for Jinn. Therefore, no matter how much of Shukr we make 

it is not sufficient.  

There are so many other youngsters of a similar age as you that are 

hooked onto drugs and other substances. There are others that are 

attending universities and colleges. There isn’t much of a difference 

between drugs and universities/colleges. These are also such places 

that turn one away from Allah . Many are in this field as well. 

There is a very small percentage of people that Allah  has chosen 

for His Deen. Amongst them are you people as well.  
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ACQUIRING KNOWLEDGE OVER THE NET 

Then there are those that are studying Deen on the internet. The 

studying of Deen on the internet is similar to making a photo copy. 

You have one copy but you can print a thousand copies. There isn’t 

any life in the copies. Deen is actually that the contents of the Kitaab 

must come into your life. This is only possible if one remains in the 

company of such people that have Deen in their lives.  

 ہن اتکوبں ےس ہن ووظعں ہن زر ےس دیپا

زروکں یک رظن ےس دیپا

 

ا ےہ ب 

 

 دنی وہت

These are the words of Judge Akbar Ilaahabaadi who was the judge 

of the high court when the British were ruling India. A person can 

only acquire the knowledge of Deen from the net but not Deen. The 

knowledge acquired on the net remains incomplete. If a person asks 

a question and you reply then he will understand the answer. 

However, it is a job to write the answer. Interacting on a one to one 

basis is much more practical compare to interacting via 

correspondence. Therefore Deen cannot be acquired on the internet 

in a proper manner. Proper Deen can only be acquired in Darul 

Ulooms.  

You will realise as you go along that one prepares the Sabaq for the 

next day which is termed as Mutaa’laa. This is merely to get an idea 

of the next day’s lesson. Thereafter the Ustaad explains the lesson. 

Thereafter in the evening, you make Takraar (repeat the lesson). The 

lesson has been repeated thrice and is therefore solid in the 

student. Any student that does these three things, his knowledge 

will remain firm with him forever.  
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HADRAT SHAH ANWAR KASHMIRI  

Mufti Shafi Saheb  was a great Mufti of Pakistan. They had once 

asked their Ustaad Allama Anwar Shah Kashmiri  who had a 

remarkable memory, a particular Mas’ala. He explained it in such a 

manner that they thought that he had studied the kitaab last night. 

After explaining the Mas’ala he said, “I studied this Mas’ala fifteen 

years ago” yet it was so fresh in his mind. This was the result of 

being regular with these three practices (i.e. Muta’laa, attending 

lessons and Takraar). These three practices can only be found in a 

institution like this (Darul Uloom). Generally, if a student doesn’t 

understand the lesson, he feels it difficult to ask the Ustaad to 

explain, or feels that by asking the Ustaad will feel offended. 

However, many things are easily understood during Takraar as it is 

easy to ask his class mate to explain.  

A student at a Darul Uloom has access to the Asaatizah, library, 

Ulema, etc. This is the manner in which knowledge was imparted 

from the era of Rasulullah . The Darul Uloom of Madinah Sharif 

was known as Suffah which was a raised platform and is there up to 

this day. The students of Suffah used to reside there (it was their 

boarding) and the lessons were also imparted there. It was the 

Khanqah as well, a place where their Tarbiyat was attended to. 

Knowledge should be acquired from the right people in the right 

way. That simply means that we should study under such Ulema 

that had studied under other Ulema. This is the chain that is linked 

directly to Rasulullah . The right way refers to acquiring 

knowledge on a one to one basis.  
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THE KHANQAH EFFORT 

To acquire the reality of that knowledge and to practice upon that 

knowledge we require the Khanqah effort. This is an effort by which 

the heart is cleansed. The heart is like a mirror. A torch gives a bright 

light yet the bulb is extremely small. The reason for the brightness is 

the reflection of the mirror that is behind the bulb. If the mirror is 

clean then the light will be bright whereas the light will not be bright 

if the mirror is dirty. The light of a torch extends for many meters at 

times if the mirror is clean. The Khanqah effort is to clean the mirror 

of the heart. Knowledge is Noor (light), and the blessings of 

knowledge can reach far and wide being of benefit to many people. 

However, if a person has pride within himself, the desire for name 

and fame, love of wealth, one begs before people in a respectful 

manner that the people don’t even consider him as a beggar; it is an 

indication that the heart requires cleansing.  

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Umar Saheb Palanpuri  was known 

as ‘the tongue of Tabligh.’ He used to deliver excellent Bayaans. 

Once he had given a report explaining how he had joined the work. 

He said that he was an Imaam in Bombay and had plenty of debts. 

Then he joined the Jamaat and later came to South Africa. He said, 

“The people of South Africa might start thinking that the poor 

Maulana has debts on him, so we should assist him in paying his 

debts.” He cleared the air by sayings, “Alhamdulillah, all my debts 

are paid and Allah  has made me financially secure.” A person may 

be giving Bayaan but in an indirect way he is begging for money. 

Therefore it is necessary that the heart of a person is clean.  

There are many Ulema in our Madrasah that are Khulafa of various 

Mashaaikh. We should spend an hour a week in this aspect of Deen, 

or perhaps 5-7 minutes a day. If time is allocated now whilst 
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studying, then on completion you won’t only be an Alim but you will 

be a Sheikh-e-Kaamil as well. This should be our target that we pass 

with distinction and qualify as a Sheikh-e-Kaamil as well. I will now 

keep silent for a little while and you all make Shukr to Allah  in 

your heart consciously.  

Be thankful that Allah  didn’t make you gamblers, womanisers, 

etc. He didn’t put you in the universities. There are those students 

that were in universities but Allah  put a strong desire to study in 

their hearts. There are others that could have gained admission into 

universities but Allah  favoured them and brought them here to 

study Deen and the knowledge of Allah .  

INTENTION 

It is important that we all make intentions. All actions are according 

to their intentions. You are starting on a great mission of studying to 

be an Alim. This is the start of your journey so you should have an 

intention. If a person sits in a car without an intention in mind, he 

will drive around wasting fuel. If a ship is at sea but without any 

direction, it will move in the direction of the wind and the waves. It 

has no objective. Our lives should not be like that. It is stated in the 

Hadith that the intention of a believer is better than his actions. 

Very shortly will be Zohr time and we will go for Zuhr Salaah. If we 

make an intention that we will perform Salaah for the pleasure of 

Allah  then our Niyyat will be to make a perfect Salaah. Nobody 

will make a Niyyat of an imperfect Salaah. When a person has a 

Niyyat then he will intend to perform Salaah with concentration, 

devotion, fulfilling all the Sunnats, Aadaab, etc. but when carrying 

out the action there will be many weaknesses, such as our minds 

wandering about in Salaah. Whilst making Wudhu the elbows 

weren’t even washed properly, but when proceeding to make 
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Wudhu one makes an intention of performing a perfect Wudhu. 

There is a good intention to do everything perfectly but there is 

always deficiency in the Amal. The reward is according to the Niyyat 

of a person. This is the meaning of the Hadith that the Niyyat of a 

believer is better than his Amal.  

We should make an intention of pleasing Allah and His Rasul . Our 

seeking knowledge is for the pleasure of Allah . We are seeking 

knowledge to know who Allah and His Rasul  is, why have I been 

placed in the world. Allah  has blessed us with great bounties such 

as the eyes, ears, brain, etc. If someone has a tumour in the brain, or 

some illness then we feel sorry for him and make Dua for him. We 

breathe in fresh air every day, what a great bounty of Allah  it is? 

The water that we drink is a great bounty of Allah . The glass in 

which we drink is a great bounty of Allah . How many people have 

worked just to make the glass! How many machines were used in 

manufacturing the machines that were used in manufacturing the 

glass. The infrastructure is from Allah  alone. We are currently 

sitting here in the classroom in the months of winter. Had we been 

sitting outside how cold it would have been? Whilst sitting here we 

don’t require any security. These are great bounties of Allah . Our 

health is in order, no one has a stomach ache or a head ache. We 

are all young people without any worries. The food is prepared in 

the Madrasah and available.  

ALL THE NEEDS OF THE STUDENTS ARE TAKEN 

CARE OF TIMEOUSLY  

On one occasion Mufti Ahmed Khanpuri D.B. said, “It is possible that 

the principal of the Madrasah goes home and the wife says, Wait! I 

am still preparing the food” yet the food is always on time for the 
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students. You don’t have to worry about shortage of funds. A 

student picks up the phone and informs his parents that he requires 

money, in fact he insists that money is sent and his request is 

fulfilled. The pious have said, “If a person gives himself entirely to 

knowledge then knowledge will hand over a portion of itself to him.” 

A little amount of knowledge is also considered to be a lot. A person 

that has acquired a little knowledge will be regarded and considered 

as an Allaama. When you devote yourself, you will become a Hafiz, 

Qari, Alim, Mufti, etc.  

When Maulana Thanvi  and his colleagues had graduated they 

told their Ustaad Sheikh-ul-Hind  that they should not be awarded 

with certificates as this is the cause of pride entering the heart. He 

said, “Today, you are nobody. You are simply students that are 

graduating. One day, it will be you and you alone.” Allah  showed 

them that day when they became the Allaama and Mujaddid of the 

time. Those that know the value of Deen will respect and honour 

you.  

Unfortunately, there are many Muslims that don’t know the value of 

an Alim or Hafiz. An Ustaad told his students that learning a single 

Aayat, Hadith or a Mas’ala of Deen is better than the world and its 

contents. The student was pleased as he was learning so many 

Aayaat, Ahadith and Masaa’il of Deen daily. He felt that he has that 

treasure which is better than the world and its contents. One day his 

sandal broke and he went to the shoe maker to have his sandal 

repaired. The shoemaker asked, “How much will you pay?” He 

replied, “I will teach you a Mas’ala of Deen.” The shoemaker took 

the sandal and threw it on his face saying, “I require Rands. What 

will I do with a Mas’ala of Deen?” The Mas’ala of Deen was not 

valuable to the shoemaker. The student was now confused as the 
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actions of the shoemaker was contrary to the teachings of the 

Ustaad. According to the student the one Mas’ala was more 

valuable than the world and its contents yet he couldn’t even get his 

sandal repaired.  

He then explained the incident to the Ustaad, who immediately 

understood the confusion of the student. The Ustaad took a 

valuable diamond and sent him to the shoemaker with a responsible 

person. He said, “When the shoemaker asks for payment, then offer 

him this stone.” He went to the shoemaker and when the 

shoemaker asked for payment he offered a stone. The shoemaker 

threw it at him and said, “What must I do with the stone?”  When 

the student returned to the Ustaad, he told him to take the stone to 

a jeweller in the town. On seeing the stone the jeweller said that 

none will be able to pay the value of this stone except the king. The 

Ustaad then explained that the shoemaker did not know the value 

of the Mas’ala of Deen nor did he know the value of the diamond 

yet the jeweller knew the value. 

VALUE OF THE WORD ‘ALLAH’ 

Forget one Mas’ala or even one Aayat, the word ‘Allah’ is so 

valuable that as along as a single person says ‘Allah’ the system of 

the world will continue. The winds will blow, rain will fall, people will 

receive sustenance. Currently, there are 7 billion people in the 

world. If this is the value of the word ‘Allah’ how great isn’t the 

knowledge that we are acquiring.  

We are acquiring knowledge to know Deen in its true and original 

form. We should have an intention of acquiring the pure Deen. 

Today, we have Salafism, Shism, modernism, and various other 

sects.  
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Our Imaan should be according to our knowledge. We all have 

Imaan that fire burns a person. If someone calls out the word ‘snake’ 

then we will all jump up and run out irrespective of whether there is 

a snake or not. We fear as we have Imaan that a snake bite could 

lead to death. We should also have Imaan that speaking lies would 

also burn a person in a like manner. Allah  says, “Save yourselves 

and your families from the fire.” The sins that a person commits is 

fire. A person sees a Haraam pizza or pie and it looks very tempting 

and tasty and he desires to eat it, but he should realise that it is the 

fire of Jahannam. Think, how can I put the fire of Jahannam in my 

mouth? There is a beautiful woman that is before me, I am desirous 

to look but she is fire. It is not her red lips and cheeks before me but 

it is the red fire of Jahannam. Our Imaan should be according to that 

as well.  

AMAL 

Our actions should also be in conformity with our knowledge. 

Thereafter we should spread this knowledge to all the people of the 

world till the day of Qiyaamah. Allah  will reward a person 

according to that. On one occasion Maulana Yusuf Saheb  

delivered the Jumuah Khutbah. After the Khutbah his father asked, 

“What Niyyat did you make when delivering the Khutbah?” He then 

said, “If you made the Niyyat that this message should be conveyed 

to all the people of the world, Allah  could have done as He 

pleases, but you will be rewarded according to your Niyyat.”  

Always refresh our intentions. This is extremely important. I will 

keep silent for a while, look at these intentions (in the page before 

you) and make every intention consciously. These intentions should 

be refreshed every morning or before coming to classes. A person 

will acquire blessings according to his intention. In the previous 
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times we had watches that had to be winded every night which 

would allow the watch to function for 24 hours. The winding would 

take about half a minute or so. Similarly, the Niyyat of a person is for 

a short while yet it will allow one to function throughout his life. If 

the watch was not winded at night then it would not function. 

Similarly, we will also stop if we do not have an intention. We should 

therefore refresh our intention daily.  

If one is punctual with his lessons, knows his Asbaaq well, achieving 

first position and the Ustaads are praising him but these things have 

caused the Niyyat of the person to change in the sense that he is 

excelling so that he may be praised, then he should correct his 

intention.  

IKHLAAS 

Another important aspect is Ikhlaas. This quality would cause one to 

reach the heights in Jannat. It will be the means of Hidaayat of 

thousands and millions of people. Without Ikhlaas all the actions of 

a person will be destroyed, instead of entering Jannat one will be 

thrown in Jahannam. Amongst those that will be thrown in 

Jahannam will be an Alim who gained knowledge for Dunya and not 

the pleasure of Allah .  

Regarding our Asbaaq, we have to learn Arabic first. Many people 

object that you are studying in South Africa whilst your teachers 

have acquired their knowledge in India and Pakistan, and Deen is 

from Hijaaz-e-Muqaddas (Saudia). We are commencing with Arabic 

therefore you should not suffer from any inferiority complex. The 

Quraan and Hadith is in Arabic and therefore we are required to 

know Arabic. The Arabic that we learn in our institute is the Arabic 

of Quraan and Hadith.  
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In English we have the old Victorian English which is the 

Shakespeare English. No one speaks Victorian English any longer. 

Nowadays, we speak modern English. There is a great difference 

between the two types of English. Similarly, the Arabic that is 

spoken currently is different to the Quranic Arabic. If this Arabic is 

spoken in the shops of Makkah and Madinah Sharif, the 

shopkeepers will wonder, “Where have you come from?” This is old 

Arabic. Those that want us to speak Arabic they want us to speak 

modern Arabic. A person cannot understand Quraan and Hadith by 

learning modern Arabic.  

DIFFERENT TEACHING METHOLODIGIES 

The manner in which Arabic is taught at universities and the 

methodology of teaching Arabic by our Buzurgs is different. The 

difference is that they start with Arabic readers, and one learns the 

rules whilst reading. We learn the rules first and then apply the rules 

as we read along the books. Our question to such people is, “Do you 

learn the rules first and then drive, or do you drive first and then 

learn the rules?” A person cannot drive without passing the learners 

test. After passing the learners exam, one is allowed to drive under 

supervision. Finally, one is allowed to drive on a public road. Our 

methodology of learning Arabic may seem boring entailing harder 

work, but it takes one very far.  

I made Tauba publicly for studying and teaching at university. The 

university life is fully in front of me whilst at the same time, we have 

studied and taught in Darul Ulooms as well therefore this life is also 

in front of me. I had done my B.A. and studied Arabic through Unisa 

(university of South Africa). The Arabic that is taught at Darul 

Ulooms in just two weeks, the university students do not learn that 

amount in a complete year. The professor was surprised as to how I 
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had achieved distinctions, but it is really nothing to boast about. 

Actually, our knowledge is the real knowledge. They make it sound 

like they learning a lot with all the frills and trims, they merely make 

a big sound about it. Our way is of simplicity and humbleness 

without making any show. This is the reason that people feel that 

we are backward in the Darul Uloom and don’t really know anything, 

in fact the Darul Ulooms are far ahead of the rest.  

In the first two weeks you will have to learn Gardaans (paradigms or 

scales). We will learn the different tenses (past/present/future), 

which word should be used when referring to a masculine, feminine, 

singular, dual, plural, etc.  

Our home language nowadays is generally English. Many of us are 

Gujratis but our home language is no longer Gujrati. The Malaysians 

and Indonesians still keep up to their original language. We are 

Indians yet our home language is not the Indian language which is a 

sad state of affairs. What we are and what we were supposed to 

have been is completely different.  

One person would always wear a shawl or a cloth (Rumaal) over his 

head. He was recognised by that. If anyone saw the Rumaal they 

would recognise the person. One day whilst sleeping, his friend 

removed the Rumaal and put it onto his head. When he woke up, he 

told his friend, “I have become you, where am I?” Similarly, the west 

have taken our things and we have lost our identity. We have lost 

many valuable things that we previously had. They have taken 

mathematics, science, medicine, etc. from us and further they have 

taken our true values of honesty, kindness, etc. A Jewish store has a 

notice stating that we will refund you if you are unhappy with your 

purchase yet a person is unable to receive a refund for goods 
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purchased from a Muslim store. They have taken our teachings and 

we have taken their teachings.  

FIRST LESSON  

Anyway, I have learnt these paradigms approximately fifty years 

ago, and I can recite them without any difficulty even if I am asked in 

the middle of the night. In previous times we used to recite the 

entire paradigm in one breath. This is how well it was taught to us 

by the Ustaad. These paradigms will sharpen your mind more than 

mathematics. A senior barrister at law told Maulana Thanvi , why 

did you become a Molvi? You supposed to be a barrister. He said, 

“Had I become a lawyer, I would have never reached this level.” It is 

because of studying the knowledge of Deen that I had reached here.  

 

THE FUQAHA 

When Studying Hidaya, you will realise the intelligence of the 

Fuqaha. What Masaa’il have they extracted! To extract such 

Masaa’il piety, Taqwa and intelligence is required. These paradigms 

will sharpen your brains. It won’t make you a Mujtahid but will 

certainly allow you to appreciate the rank of a Mujtahid. The 

greatest appreciation of a Mujtahid is that we realise that we are 

not Mujtahideen. If this understanding is not within a person, every 

person thinks that he is a Mujtahid and wants to extract laws from 

the Quraan and Hadith.  

The work carried out by the Mujtahideen has already been done by 

us. You are invited for meals. You simply required to go to the host 

and partake of meals, instead you buy the ingredients and come to 

the house of the host, you purchase the chops and firewood to have 
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a braai whereas the food has already been prepared. Similarly, Deen 

is ready and we are merely required to practice. People are unable 

to even understand this much that food is ready and we should 

simply sit down and eat. Anyway, we should follow the Mujtahideen 

and by doing so we are following the Quraan and Hadith. We have 

come 1400 years after Rasulullah  and do not have the capability 

of extracting laws from the Quraan and Hadith.  

A car has been manufactured and is ready to be driven. You should 

get in and drive, and not involve yourself in trying to manufacture a 

steering wheel, gearbox, etc. Where can you manufacture these 

parts of the car? The paradigms are the first things that you are 

required to learn. You should learn them so thoroughly that if you 

are asked to recite in the middle of the night, you are able to do so.  

Our medium of teaching is in the Urdu language. By learning in 

Urdu, you will be connected to the Ulema of Indo-Pak. The Arabs 

also acknowledge that they (Ulema of Indo Pak)have the proper 

understanding and practice of Deen. We don’t have English Ulema 

of the high calibre as the Indian Ulema.  

Hadrat Sheikh  has written a Kitaab titled ‘Awjazul Masaalik’ which 

is a commentary of the Muatta of Imaam Maalik. The Ulema of 

Morocco and Eygpt travelled all the way to India to kiss the hands 

that had written such a Kitaab. Hadrat Maulana Yusuf Saheb  had 

written Hayatus Sahaaba which is internationally accepted. The Arab 

world was totally stunned at the Kitaab that Hadrat Maulana had 

written. Maulana Alimiyya Nadwi  was such an Alim that the 

entire Arab world bow down in front of him. When he passed away 

his Janazaah Salaah was performed in the Haram of Makkah in spite 

of the body not being present which is termed as Janaazah alal 

Ghaa’ib. By learning in the Urdu language we will get connected to 
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him and acquire that knowledge which Allah  had blessed them 

with.  

If these paradigms are learnt properly now then the entire Alim 

course will become easy and enjoyable. Since you students are 

starting the Alim course you should not get involved in other Kitaabs 

for the next two weeks. If these paradigms are not learnt well now 

then you will daze in class in future. May Allah  accept! 

ADAB 

The students may have noticed that Ml Iqbal Makda Saheb who is a 

senior Ustaad at our Hifz classes always makes place and lets me go 

to the front whenever he sees me at the back. This is due to the 

Adab that Maulana has. He is younger than me and perhaps much 

superior than me yet he conducts himself in this manner. This is 

something that we should learn.  

Our students are around, notice these things happening yet nobody 

takes a lesson. They should actually tell Maulana Makda Saheb to 

take their place in return.  We notice that Hajee Sahib who is on a 

chair, moves his chair to make place even though it is not easy to 

move around. We observe all this yet we do not take lesson. Our 

eyes are closed and our ears are deaf. Indeed, it is very important to 

learn Adab.  

Allama Shami  has written that the youngsters should make place 

and allow the elders to come to the front. A person that allows the 

elders to come to the front will get a double fold reward. He has 

already got the Thawaab for being in the first Saff for Salaah; now 

you have made place for an elder which is Ikraam (honouring him) 

and showing respect to him thus you will receive much more reward 

than if you had remained in the first Saff.  
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We have noticed that students are busy talking in the corridors and 

other places. The Ustaads pass by them, yet they continue talking. 

We should show Adab to the Ustaad and stop talking at such a time. 

The Adab that we show should be both expressed externally as well 

as internally. Actually, Adab should be learnt from the lives of the 

Sahaaba  who had great respect for Rasulullah . 

HUDAIBIYYA 

The highlight of it all was on the occasion of Hudaibiyya. What 

Khidmat they had made for Rasulullah ! What respect they had 

shown to Rasulullah ! Adab of the heart is also extremely 

important. If we possess internal Adab we won’t backbite about any 

Ustaad. Unfortunately, many intelligent students destroy 

themselves due to backbiting of Ustaads. The more brilliant the 

student, the more they get involved in backbiting. They think that 

they are too clever and even know more than the Ustaad.  

With Adab, Ihtiraam and Khidmat we will reach such lofty heights 

which we cannot reach by studying until the late hours of the night. 

The reason being is that a person that makes Khidmat will receive 

the Duas of a person.  

A student from another Madrasah had written that he went to the 

Madrasah for a Kitaab and found water leaking. He covered all the 

Kitaabs, carpet etc. with plastic. When the principal was informed he 

had showered Duas upon him. These Duas will then take a person to 

such heights that one is unable to reach with his own efforts.  

I was very fortunate that Allah  had blessed me with the 

opportunity of serving my Ustaads at such times when they did not 

expect it from me. They had poured out such Duas which I am living 
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on until this day. Insha’Allah, these Duas will assist me until death 

and in the Aakhirat. It is not necessary that the Dua must be 

received from someone that is pious. If an elderly man walks into 

the Masjid and is unable to carry a chair, then by carrying his chair 

Duas will pour out which will take us quite far.  

We have noticed that many students from India, Pakistan, Malaysia, 

Indonesia, etc. come with plenty of Adab but instead of others 

learning from them, they tend to become like the rest. They should 

teach Adab to other students. The Indonesian students generally 

serve their Asaatizah greatly. Some students walk pass the Asaatizah 

without making Salaam. This Adab can be learnt from the angels.                

It is mentioned in the Hadith that the Malaaikah spread their wings 

and stand motionlessly out of respect for a student. When this is the 

respect afforded to a student of Deen, how much of respect 

shouldn’t we show to an Alim of Deen? Adab is extremely important 

and should therefore be kept in mind. We are required to have Adab 

externally as well as internally.  

AN IMPORTANT SAYING 

There is a famous saying,  

 ت ا ادب ت ا بیصن ےب ادب ےب بیصن دب ادب دب بیصن

One that is respectful is fortunate, one void of respect is unfortunate, 

a disrespectful one will have an evil fortune. 

The one with respect will receive his share from Allah , the one 

with no Adab will not receive a share, and in the words of Hajee 

Farouq Saheb , the one that is minus will also receive minus from 
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Allah . To understand this, according to what a person has from 

one to hundred, accordingly will his share be. A person with zero will 

receive zero, and the one with minus receives minus. The minus 

category is extremely dangerous.  

A student should be respectful even if the Ustaad was in the wrong, 

perhaps the Ustaad misunderstood or he had not heard the answer 

clearly which you had given and then shouted at you. Then too 

respect the Ustaad when in front of him as well as behind him. We 

should make Dua that Allah  protects and saves us from being zero 

or minus in Adab.       

HOW TO SPEND ONE’S DAY IN THE DARUL ULOOM 

This is an important aspect. It is not just a matter of spending the 

Day but we should take a lesson as to how the day is spent. The day 

starts compulsorily with Fajr Salaah and therefore a roll call is taken 

at the time of Fajr. Tahajjud Salaah is optional. The best time to 

study is the time between Tahajjud and Fajr.    

We as students have come to the Darul Uloom to either graduate as 

Huffaz or Ulema. Who from amongst us have made an intention that 

I am going to Darul Uloom to become a Muslim. The first aspect of 

Deen in a person’s life is Salaah. Has anyone made this intention? 

We have come with the sole purpose of graduating as Alims or 

Huffaz therefore many students are lax with their Salaah. Many 

students are sleeping at the time of Fajr, they device some plan so 

that they may have themselves marked present.  

We should also contrast this to an online Alim course. When a Darul 

Uloom student is lazy to perform Fajr Salaah whilst being in the 

environment, what hope is there of a student that is studying online. 

There are some crash courses which are completed within a year. 
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What type of an Alim course is that and what kind of an Alim will be 

produced? It is mentioned in the Hadith that Rasulullah  was 

shown a dream in which a person was lying down whilst another 

was standing at his head side with a rock. He would throw the rock 

on the head of the person lying down crushing his head into pieces. 

The rock would then roll for a distance and the head of the person 

will be returned to its original form. This person would then pick up 

the rock and crush the head of the person lying on the ground. This 

procedure was being repeated continuously. This is the punishment 

of a person that memorised the Quraan Sharif but forgot his 

Quraan, as well as one that was not punctual with his Salaah. This is 

the condition of many Huffaz. Some Huffaz do not even dress in 

Islamic attire. You can never say that he is a Hafiz, and if someone 

introduces him as a Hafiz you are surprised that this person is a 

Hafiz.  

Anyway, the Fajr Salaah is most important. In our Madrasah we have 

recitation of Yaseen Sharif and Zikr every morning. This is also very 

important. The Tarbiyat of a person can be made by recitation of 

Yasin Sharif. Thereafter, the students are left free to take a rest. It is 

extremely beneficial to do some kind of exercises at this time. 

Hadrat Thanvi  would take a long walk after the Fajr Salaah in 

which he would complete three Paras. Thereafter breakfast is 

served. 

We then have four hours and fifty minutes of classes which includes 

a break in between. This is when intensive studying takes place, the 

Ustaad explains the lessons in great detail and the student tries his 

level best to absorb what is been imparted. When the mind is 

applied with dedication, it builds up pressure on a person. On the 

other hand the universities have a 6 hours session commencing 
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from 8 in the morning until 2 in the afternoon with a couple of short 

breaks in between which makes it difficult for one to absorb. Our 

Buzurgs have set a pattern where the morning session is much 

shorter and includes a break. A student can easily absorb whilst 

following the Madrasah routine.  

Thereafter we have a break for Zuhr Salaah, lunch and a short rest. 

The objective is to get the students in the routine of being regular 

with Salaah. Salaah is an Ibaadat that has to be carried out and one 

should always be concerned of this Ibaadat. This is how the Islaah 

and Tarbiyat of students is made. Thereafter, the consciousness of 

Ibaadat, humility, Ikhlaas, etc. enters a person.  

Many people feel that they cannot perform Salaah as they don’t 

have sincerity. This is like a person that wants to get milk into a cup 

for you but doesn’t have a cup. The very first requirement is to 

possess a cup so that the milk may be poured into the cup. Similarly, 

we should have the container of Salaah first, and then the remaining 

qualities will gradually come into a person. In short, Ibaadat will 

have to be carried out as a habit first, thereafter the reality will 

enter a person. Effort is being made so that students perform their 

Salaah. When studying online, who is there to check whether one is 

performing their Zuhr Salaah or not?  

After enforcing so much of checking on students, we know what is 

the condition of punctuality with Salaah! What is the condition of 

those studying online or merely going for day classes? Many Darul 

Ulooms offer day classes but no boarding facilities. Is there any 

guarantee that the students are performing their Zuhr Salaah?  We 

should therefore understand the value of these Darul Ulooms. The 

Tarbiyat of students is being made without realising it. If a student 

reasonably applies himself then after three years of studying as a 
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Hifz student or 7 years of studying as an Alim student, he will 

become a good Muslim.  

In the afternoon we have two hours of classes which is quite easily 

completed followed by the Asr Salaah. Thereafter the students are 

free and have their supper as well. The time between Asr and 

Maghrib is generally a time when students should be allowed 

freedom. However, the time should be used productively by 

exercising or if one is feeling tired then he may take a rest in the 

garden. This will make a person feel a little light and will allow him 

to pressurise himself again in his studies.  

After the Maghrib Salaah is Muta’ala. Muta’ala commences after 

Maghrib up until 21.30. This is sufficient time to complete one’s 

lessons and one should apply himself in this time. The day has been 

spaced out quite well with intervals which doesn’t make studying 

intensive and difficult. The schools have sporting activities and a 

particular day in the year is dedicated to it. Prior to the big day 

(sports day), there is quite a bit of training for the students. Sporting 

activities carried out with the intention of keeping fit is important 

and should not be confined to once a year. Exercise should be 

carried out every morning.  

The west have reserved three weeks in the year for taking a rest and 

there isn’t any rest for the remainder of the year. Our day should be 

scheduled in such a manner that we are able to get sufficient rest 

daily. 

The afternoon rest referred to as ‘Qailula’ is quite important. The 

Muslims had ruled over Spain for a period of approximately 600-700 

years. They had adopted this way of life where they would take a 

rest in the afternoon which is an Islamic system. In Makkah and 
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Madinah Sharif, the businesses are closed in the afternoon. Spain 

was later lost and the west had taken over. Now, they want to 

return to the system that the Muslims had implemented. The 

minimum time required for ‘Qailula’ is a minute and the maximum is 

an hour. This rest will allow the students to stay awake for Muta’ala 

up to 21.30 quite comfortably.  

A person that leaves out the afternoon rest gets exhausted and is 

then unable to pay attention. When one is tired, then time is spent 

chatting to others and futile activities. We don’t think of the 

Madrasah system that has been designed and put in place for us. 

This in itself is a great favour upon the student. This is the pattern 

that should be adopted throughout our lives and a person will enjoy 

good health, Noor and Barakah in one’s life. Generally, this system is 

discarded when we leave the Darul Uloom as the environment 

around us is un-Islamic. If we have a firm intention of holding onto 

this system even after graduating then Allah  will also make it easy 

for us.           

HOW A WEEK IS SPENT IN THE DARUL ULOOM 

In our Darul Ulooms, the week starts on a Saturday and continues 

until Thursday. The day of Jumuah is generally when we are free. It 

is not a holiday as understood in a western mind rather it is a holy 

day. Every year I dedicate one day to explaining the virtues of 

Jumuah to the students. The combination of trying to acquire the 

Ibaadat of Jumuah and knowledge of Deen together is quite difficult. 

May Allah  reward our Akaabireen that they had reserved the day 

of Jumuah for the Ibaadat of Jumuah. This means that from Saturday 

until Thursday we are engrossed in acquiring knowledge which is a 

great Ibaadat and the day of Jumuah is reserved for another 

Ibaadat.  
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A person should take Ghusl on the day of Jumuah and come as early 

as possible to the Masjid. He should wear the best of clothing which 

is clean. He should sit as closest possible to the Imaam listening 

attentively to the Imaam. He should abstain from all futile activities 

such as playing with one’s fingers, spectacles, etc. A person that 

carries out these actions will get the reward of one year’s Ibaadat 

(salaah, Tilaawat, Zikrullah) and the reward of fasting for one year.  

There are certain Aamaal that are specific for the day of Jumuah.  

1.One should awaken a little earlier than usual even by a few 

minutes. The actual object is to engage oneself in more Ibaadat.  

2. Apply Itr.  

3. One should visit the graveyard.  

One brother had recently informed me that on the day of Jumuah 

there are thirty to forty people visiting the Qabrastaan at any given 

time.  

4. One should recite Surah Kahf on the day of Jumuah as this is a 

light for him from one Jumuah till the next Jumuah.  

5. To recite Salaatut Tasbeeh.  

6. One should increase in Duas on the day of Jumuah particularly 

between the two Khutbas (without moving the tongue) and final 

moments before the Maghrib Salaah even if it means whilst walking 

to the Masjid.  

7. Recite any of the Surah that start with the words ‘Sabbaha’ or 

‘Usabbihu’ and the shortest one is Surah Aa’laa.  
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8. Increase one’s recitation of Durood Sharif.  

A person is able to carry out all these acts of worship if he is free on 

the day of Jumuah.  

It is recorded in a Hadith that he who reads the following Durud 
1000 times on the day of Jumu’ah, will not die until he sees his 
abode in Jannat (Jazbul Quloob – Azkaarul Jumu’ah pg.165) 
 

ٍد اَ  آِلهِِلّلُهمَّ َصلِّ َعَلى ُُمَمَّ اَْلَف اَْلَف َمرَّةٍ  وَّ  
A thousand multiplied by thousand is a million so a person that 

recites it gets a million rewards. We are told to recite it a 1000 

times. A thousand multiplied by a million equals a billion. A person 

can become a billionaire just by reciting Durood on the day of 

Jumuah. The Millionaires of the world are spaza millionaires, 

whereas the real millionaires are those of the Aakhirat. 

Therefore we should not be engaged in eating and drinking till so 

late on the eve of Jumuah that we abuse the day of Jumuah. If the 

student days of a person is spent correctly, the Anwaaraat and 

Baraakaat will be noticed later in one’s life. How Allah  had guided 

our Akaabireen and Aslaaf in structuring the Madrasah week. The 

Islaah of a person can be made in following the Madrasah pattern 

designed by our Aslaaf.  

Mufti Inaayatullah Saheb of the U.K. told me that not having Asbaaq 

on Saturday and Sunday is resemblance to the Kuffar. We should 

therefore appreciate the Madrasah. This Islamic system should 

become our way of life.                  
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EID-UL-ADHA BREAK 

The break that we just had was not a holiday but it was actually for 

the Ibaadat of Qurbaani. The Sahaaba  would honour three ten 

day periods greatly, that is the last ten days of Ramdaan, the first 

days of Dhul Hijjah and the first ten days of Muharram. We hope 

that some extra Ibaadat such as fasting during the day or some extra 

Salaah or Tilaawat or Tasbeeh was carried out during the night. Each 

of these nights (the 1st ten nights of Dhul Hijjah) were equivalent to 

Lailatul Qadr. The fast of each day was equivalent to a year’s fast, 

and according to some Sahaaba each day’s fast is equivalent to a 

thousand days fast. The day of Arafaat holds even greater virtue 

than the remaining days until we finally reach the great act of 

Qurbani. 

There isn’t any action more beloved to Allah  than the flowing of 

blood on these days. We should all participate in Qurbani which is a 

great flag post of Islam. It is a commemoration of the great sacrifice 

of Ibrahim . We can never dream of slaughtering our son. We will 

get the reward of slaughtering our own son by Allah  by carrying 

out Qurbani. We should therefore observe these occasions 

throughout the year.      

EVALUATING THE LEVEL OF EDUCATION AT OUR 

INSTITUTE 

We should try and evaluate what we are studying. As youth, there 

are millions of other children in your age group but involved in 

various other fields. Some are at universities studying, whilst others 

are employed somewhere, some are involved in drugs and women, 

and some are even wasting their lives. Allah  has chosen you for 

Deeni studies, and you are studying in the correct manner as you 
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ought to have done. Many are studying online nowadays. You can 

evaluate your studies and see what you are getting here. Many are 

studying at such Darul Ulooms that are similar to the westernised 

institutes as far as sitting in the class in concerned, the manner in 

which lessons are imparted, the curriculum is not totally Islamic, etc. 

More stress has been laid on western education.  

We should understand the reason for studying. We want Islam and 

Deen to be instilled within us. If secular education has been added in 

the curriculum or the students are encouraged to attend university, 

etc. then naturally secular studies are given preference over Islamic 

studies. These are referred to as academic studies. The actual 

academic studies are Deeni studies, not subjects such as maths, 

science, language, etc.  

HARMS OF GIVING PREFERENCE TO WESTERN 

EDUCATION 

When preference is given to western education, then the purpose of 

studying which is to promote Islam and preserve Islam is defeated. 

With secular education, you will also want to teach secular subjects 

so that you acquire more money. A teacher teaching secular 

subjects at a government school or at a Muslim school earns far 

more than an Ustaad that is working at a Darul Uloom. This will 

automatically draw one more towards secular studies, the result is 

that the object of Islamic studies have been defeated. Many of the 

students of our Madrasahs are also going in this direction.  

The medium of Urdu that is used in imparting knowledge of Deen 

will allow one to realise the value of Islamic studies. The first batch 

of students that started from I’daadiyyah (pre-Arabic class) in our 

Madrasah had to complete their final years of study in Deoband. At 
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that time Deoband had just passed a rule that students will not be 

accepted to study the final year unless they have studied the 

‘Mawqoof Alaihi’ subjects in Deoband (i.e. Mishkaat, etc.) When 

these students reached Deoband they were required to write 

examinations in order to gain admission into the final year without 

studying the years prior to that.  

There were 5 students in total that went to Deoband. I had met 

Maulana Arshad Madni Saheb in the Haram of Madinah Sharif after 

some time. He said, “I know you and your students very well on the 

basis of the written examinations that they have presented. I have 

understood the level of education being imparted at your institute.”  

A student that graduated last year wanted to further his studies in 

Ifta at Mufti Taqi Uthmani Saheb’s Madrasah. A close associate of 

Mufti Taqi Saheb that is in Azaadville contacted him and requested 

admission for the student. Mufti Saheb said, “We have very 

stringent rules for acceptance into Ifta, therefore he will have to 

write an examination. If he passes the examination he will be 

granted admission at our institute.” The brother from Azaadville 

informed me at Fajr time that Mufti Taqi Saheb said, “The student 

passed with flying colours and he never realised that the standard of 

education in Azaadville is so high.”  

Therefore you should evaluate and value what you are getting here. 

The rules enforced by the Madrasah are put in place in order to 

produce Ulema of a very high calibre.                          

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE URDU LANGUAGE 

The Arab Ulema honour the Ulema of Deoband and in particular 

Hadrat Maulana Qaasim Saheb Nanotwi .  
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Hadrat Maulana Ismail Abdur Razzaaq was the first Alim in South 

Africa to deliver lectures in the English language. Prior to this 

Bayaans were delivered in the Urdu language. Maulana was 

particularly liked by the youth of South Africa. Maulana was a liberal 

person, not a conservative old fashion Maulana. He had engaged in 

politics as well. If a person was involved in politics during the days of 

apartheid, it was regarded as playing with fire yet he was very bold 

and stood very firm. He was the first to translate the Quraan into 

the Zulu language. Due to being an activist he had to go into exile 

and thus spent fifteen years at the Al Azhar university of Cairo. 

Towards the end of his life I would visit him regularly in Ladysmith 

whilst undertaking my travels. I always try to visit the senior Ulema 

of every town. I had the honour of visiting him six months prior to 

his demise.  

He said, “Maulana, I had spent fifteen years in Al Azhar and had the 

opportunity of meeting the senior Ulema of the world; I also had a 

close relationship with the Ulema of Azhar.” He then said, “That 

which I had found in the Ulema of Deoband, I didn’t even find a 

fraction of that in the Arab Ulema. This was said at the end of his life 

at the age of approximately 84. The Ulema of Deoband are famously 

recognised for their Taqwa in the world and the Arab Ulema are 

recognised for their knowledge. Maulana then added, “I even found 

the Ulema of Deoband to be ahead of the Arab Ulema in knowledge. 

Once I was in Madinah Munawwarah at that time when there was 

no restriction on the work of Dawat and Tabligh. After the incident 

in 1979 the Saudi government had placed restrictions. Nowadays, 

the Jamaats are free to work even though the restrictions still apply. 

It was at the same time that I spent my one year in Jamaat. On the 

right hand side of Masjid-e-Nabawi Tablighi Bayaans will be 
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conducted daily. I also had the good fortune of conducting one of 

the programmes there.  

Once a year the elders of Tabligh would have a world Mashwera in 

Makkah Sharif and Madinah Sharif. The Markaz in Madinah 

Munawwarah was Masjid-e-Noor. At the rear of the Masjid there 

were two rooms located for exclusive visitors such Maulana Inaamul 

Hassan Saheb , Maulana Muhammad Umar Saheb Palanpuri , 

etc. There was also a massive courtyard where Mashwera would be 

held between Asr and Maghrib as there is ample time between Asr 

and Maghrib.  

A great favour Allah  is that the elders always afforded me the 

opportunity to sit in their gatherings and Mashwera even though I 

was a young boy. Hadrat Maulana Saeed Khansaheb  was the Amir 

of Tabligh in Hejaz-e-Muqaddas. He possessed great knowledge; he 

was well spoken in Arabic and a man of great qualities. Someone 

informed Maulana that his grandchildren were up in a tree. Maulana 

was very fit and fragile up until the end of his life, thus he climbed 

the tree himself to get the children down. Whilst climbing, he was 

conversing with them in Arabic so they do not become fearful of 

him. After bringing them down safely, Bhai Abdul Wahhab Saheb 

D.B. the Amir of Raiwind said, “If you speak to them Arabic the 

temperament of Tabligh will not enter them. You should therefore 

only speak to them in Urdu at home even though you are living in 

Madinah Munawwarah.”  

This is how important the Urdu Language is. In our context we 

should speak English outside but the Urdu language should be 

spoken within our homes. None of those present objected to the 

advice of Bhai Abdul Wahhab Saheb D.B. even though Arabic is the 

language of the Quraan, Jannat and Rasulullah . In our Madrasah 
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we stress on the importance of the Urdu language. You may not 

appreciate it now, but you will certainly realise the value at a later 

stage if Allah  opens your mind to it.                           

On one occasion all our elders including Ml Inaamul Hassan Saheb 

came to South Africa. They had performed Umrah and then 

continued their journey to South Africa. Bhai Abdul Wahhab Saheb 

is a B.A graduate. He held the covering of the Ka’aba and made Dua, 

“O Allah, I am going to a country where a person is required to know 

English if he wants to propagate Deen. I promise that I won’t speak a 

single word of English.” They came and spent their time and the 

work is still continuing up to this day. 

The students of various Darul Ulooms spend a year in Jamaat after 

graduating. One student mentions that those students that are 

unable to converse or understand Urdu hardly benefit in their one 

year Jamaat. The Bayaans are in Urdu which they cannot 

understand. The translations are not accurately translated word for 

word. The translator himself misses out so much. It is still a little 

easier with two translators. The student further says that the Dawat 

given during Ghust is also translated. In translation the listeners lose 

interest very quickly and due to losing parts of the Bayaan the 

sequence of the topic is also lost. From my experience, if you ever 

want to be a translator, try not to enjoy the translation else you will 

get immersed in listening and forget to translate so many things as 

you are thoroughly enjoying the Bayaan. You supposed to be 

fulfilling your duty translating and not getting carried away enjoying 

the subject.  

So coming back to our point, the students that didn’t know the Urdu 

language lost their enthusiasm from the very beginning and the 

benefit was restricted. 
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Allah  had chosen India for the work of Tabligh whereas Allah  

could have chosen other countries. Allah  had further chosen 

Hadrat Maulana Ilyas Saheb  whereas Allah  could have chosen 

other Ulema in the world. Perhaps this was the result of their Ilm 

and Taqwa and the language of Hadrat Maulana Ilyas Saheb  was 

Urdu. Allah  could have chosen an Alim in Makkah Sharif or 

Madinah Sharif in which case the language of the work would have 

been Arabic.  

The entire world acknowledges the benefit in this work of Dawat 

and Tabligh. This seems like the last straw for the survival of the 

Ummat and it is in the Urdu Language.  

The front section of the dining hall of the Darul Uloom was initially 

the Musallah of the Madrasah. Once Hadratjee, Mufti Zainul 

Aabideen, Maulana Saeed Khan saheb , and other elders of 

Tabligh were having a Mashwera there. During the Mashwera a 

questioned was posed, “What should the approach to the work of 

Dawat and Tabligh be?” I was also seated in the gathering as a 

young person. Hadratjee asked me my opinion as well after listening 

to the opinion of the various elders. I was quite shocked and didn’t 

reply. Hadratjee then said, “Don’t make this work a separate 

department. This work is simply there to revive Deen. If this is a 

means to revive Deen then don’t make it a Mazhab of its own.  

When translating a Kitaab we come across a proverb and this is 

translated literally. For example, in Urdu we say, 

 ریما دل ت اغ ت اغ وہایگ

My heart became a garden 
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This is the literal translation. One person translated the lecture of 

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Umar Saheb Palanpuri  and made 

the literal translation. It actually means, “I became very happy.” A 

person has to understand the proverbs as well. A person has to 

learn Nahw and Sarf in order to understand Arabic. To understand 

and enjoy Quraan and Hadith one has to understand Adab. In 

English a person studies grammar where he learns about proverbs, 

similes, antonyms, synonyms. This is when a person will get proper 

understanding of the language. The same applies to the Urdu 

language as well.  

We had a good friend whose name was Abdur Rahman O’brain. He 

was a German that had reverted to Islam. We have now lost touch 

with him and are not even aware whether he is alive or not. He had 

relocated to England where I had met him as well. He had translated 

many Kitaabs from Urdu into English. He explained something of 

utmost importance particularly for those that feel Urdu is an Indian 

language. This aspect makes many people show a negative attitude 

towards the Urdu language and many lose interest. If one has an 

interest in something then even negative things become easy. 

Anyway, he told me to explain to people that Urdu is not an Indian 

language rather it is an Islamic language. He also reminded me of 

Shah Waliyullah  who revived the knowledge of Hadith in the 

subcontinent. At that particular time India had comprised of 

Pakistan and Bangladesh. The people spoke the various Indian 

languages. The knowledge of Deen is in Arabic. The students are 

aware that Arabic is not easy, one has to learn the Gardaans, Nahw, 

Sarf, Adab, etc. One is only able to read correctly if he applies the 

rules of Nahw to his Ibaarat.  
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So to simplify his task Shah Saheb used Arabic vocabulary and the 

grammar of local languages. The combination of this gave us the 

Urdu language. This means that Urdu was an Islamic language which 

Shah Waliyullah  had invented in order to teach the masses Deen. 

If we understand this point we will find Urdu to be interesting.  

When we started the Darul Uloom here in Azaadville, one morning I 

slept after Fajr and dreamt of Hadrat Sheikh Maulana Muhammad 

Zakariyya Saheb . It was a Khanqah so I requested to meet Hadrat 

in privacy (in the dream). Some time was allocated to me in the 

afternoon at 02:00 pm. I went to meet Hadrat and he asked me, 

“What are you doing?” I informed him of the Madrasah and he had 

great interest in knowledge. He was lying down but then sat up and 

asked all the details of the Madrasah. He asked approximately 30 

questions. Finally he asked me, “In which language are you 

teaching?” When I had replied that we are teaching in the Urdu 

language he was extremely pleased. He told his Khaadims Abul 

Hassan and Soofie Iqbal that he thinks that he is going to go to the 

Madrasah to make Dua.  

Hajee Bhai Padia R.A. narrated to us that Mufti Zainul Aabideen 

Saheb  came to one Tablighi Ijtima. When he was departing from 

the airport (which was during the apartheid era), a minister of the 

cabinet came to visit Mufti Saheb as well. Mufti Saheb told the 

minister that it is a pity that you do not know my language else I 

would have explained to you properly. The minister was really 

impressed with the sentence. Normally we would say that it is a pity 

that I don’t know your knowledge whereas here it was vice versa. 

The Afrikaaners are very loyal to their language so he was really 

impressed by this statement.  
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Once 6 six Ulema had come to visit us from the Darul Ifta in Makkah 

Sharif. There are two major organizations in Saudia, one is 

Raabitatul Islaami which sees to the affairs of the Muslims in the 

world. The second organization is Darul Ifta. These Ulema 

performed Asr Salaah with us and then met with me. They then 

mentioned that they intend sending Arab Ulema to teach Arabic to 

our students. The reason being that we do not speak Arabic easily 

even though we study Arabic. After listening to them I told them 

that I think that you will be sending Egyptians to teach Arabic. These 

guests had proper Shari’ee beards. I told them that I don’t think 

these Egyptians will have Shari’ee beards. They agreed to it. I further 

said that I assume that these people will smoke in public which they 

agreed to as well. I then said, “The Arabic language is in place, it is 

the language of the Quraan, Jannat, language of Rasulullah , etc. 

but we give preference to Deen over language.” The spokesman of 

this Jamaat was very happy and said, “Always remain on your 

stance.” The offer that we made to send the six Ulema will be 

withdrawn. They were going to pay fully for the Ulema for teaching 

the Arabic language. Deen is of importance not the language. 

Unfortunately, we don’t see the difference and think that 

knowledge is Deen.  

Those able to converse in Arabic feel that they are superior to those 

that don’t know Arabic. They say that we cannot understand the 

meaning of the Quraan as we are non-Arab. We were once in India 

in the Gujrat province with approximately forty Arabs. Our Amir was 

Maulana Ahmad Laat Saheb. A person by the name of Bashir was 

from a place called Marseilles in France. He was the Amir of this 

place as well. One day he told me that the people of India and 

Pakistan have misunderstood what Hijaab is. We regard it necessary 

for men to be separate from women. He then added, if that is Hijaab 
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then every social gathering will be void of enjoyment. When there is 

a mixed gathering then there is fun.  He then recited a verse of the 

Quraan Sharif to prove his point.  

 ليس عليكم جناح ان اتكلوا مجيعا او اشتاات

There is no harm upon you that you eat collectively or individually 

Merely knowing the Arabic language is not sufficient. He proved 

from this verse that men and women should eat together. In order 

to understand Tafseer knowing the Shaan-e-Nuzool (cause or reason 

for revelation), the Siyaaq and Sibaaq (the verses preceding), the 

maalahoo and Maa alaihi (pros and cons) is absolutely essential else 

the Tafseer will not be understood. I was caught by surprise and had 

no answer for him. The next day our Jamaat went to a Darul Uloom 

so I went to the library and checked the Tafseer. This verse actually 

referred to the Ambiya and Sahaaba that had possessed a general 

quality of generosity and hospitality. There were those Sahaaba that 

never partook of meals until they had a guest.  

A certain Sahaabi didn’t have a guest and therefore stopped eating, 

until Allah  revealed the verse quoted above.  

Many people feel that if they know Arabic, they know Deen. This is 

the attitude of many Arabic speaking people yet they are far from 

Deen. On one occasion I was in Saudia travelling by taxi when the 

driver began playing music. I told him that it is Haraam. He quoted 

the verse,  

 وَّل تنس نصيبك من الدنيا

And do not forget your share from the world 
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This proves that sufficing on language can lead a person towards 

being misguided.  

Anyway, our Ulema had been greatly blessed and have joined the 

two languages (Arabic and Urdu). Our Kitaabs such as the Quraan 

Sharif, Hadith Kitaabs are in the Arabic language and our Ulema kept 

them in these languages. They used the Urdu language to get 

through to the masses. The Urdu language has 60% – 70% of Arabic 

but the grammar is in accordance to the Urdu language. It is not 

practical for every person to learn Arabic. It is not practical for those 

involved in worldly activities to master the Arabic language unless a 

person frees himself to learn Arabic. From amongst those that free 

themselves, there are just a few that have a good grip of the Arabic 

language. If learning Deen was dependent on learning Arabic, it 

would not have been practical.  

This has been made easy for us. Many a times we want to say 

something but we can’t express ourselves. Similarly, some Arabic 

words are such that there isn’t a replacement for it. Somebody 

asked, “What is gravy called in Arabic?” The questioned person 

replied, “The Arabs don’t eat gravy thus there isn’t any word for it.” 

These Arabic words have been maintained in the Urdu. The technical 

terms used when discussing the Usul (principles) of Tafseer, Hadith 

and Fiqh have no replacement.  

In Tasawwuf there are Arabic terms that cannot be replaced. For 

example, the word ‘Mureed’ is generally regarded as an Urdu word 

whereas it is an Arabic word. It is the Ism-e-Faail of the word 

“Araada- Yureedoo.” There was no replacement for it thus an Arabic 

word is used even by the Urdu or English speaking people. A person 

can be inspired and mould himself with the Arabic words but to gain 
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the understanding of the text our elders used the Urdu language. In 

this way they spread the Deen and preserved the Deen.  

THE SWAHILI LANGUAGE 

The Swahili language is similar to the Urdu language in status. 

Swahili has played a great role in propagating Islam.  The word 

Swahili comes from the Arabic word “Saahil” which means coast. 

These people lived on the coast and then their population had 

increased causing them to progress and move towards the inlands 

as well. Deen then spread through the Swahili language. Great 

Ulema have been produced in Sudan, Somalia, etc. Swahili language 

is not written anywhere in the world in the Arabic script, it is now 

written in the Roman script whereas it was previously written in the 

Arabic script. Urdu is written in the Arabic script, there are few 

letters that are not Arabic letters in the Urdu language. The Swahili 

language was also in Arabic but the enemies had changed it to 

Roman alphabets.  

The same thing happened with the Turkish language. It was a 

language for the masses and it was an Islamic language. It consisted 

of Arabic words and was written in the Arabic script. Again, the 

enemies have made such an effort that I don’t think anyone writes 

the Turkish language in the Arabic script. Perhaps there are some 

conservative type of Ulema that have still maintained it.  

However, the Urdu language is in the Arabic script up to this day. 

The Ulema have made the Urdu language a vehicle for Deen to be 

transported. Our Ulema have succeeded in gathering the Arabic and 

Urdu language. May Allah let us understand this, think of it and 

appreciate it.   
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TIME MANAGEMENT 

Time management is an important part of our curriculum. Our 

Taleem is not only restricted to education but includes Tarbiyat as 

well. A person has a wall nut or pistachio but it is empty inside, so he 

is left with the shell which is useless.  

Similarly, it is not sufficient if we have the inside but there isn’t any 

shell. The shell is also important. We should be Muslims internally as 

well as externally. There are many people that are true Muslims 

internally but cannot be noticed externally. The external appearance 

of a person should also conform to Islam and Deen.  

We should also pass our time as Muslims. We cannot be Muslims 

internally but pass our time in an alien manner. It is not an eastern 

or western way of passing time, rather it should be an Islamic way. 

Yaumul Jumuah is a holiday but not a holiday as the west celebrate. 

The western concept of holiday is that a person is given the freedom 

to dress as he wishes, do as he wishes, etc. Many Muslims also 

neglect Salaah when on holiday. Similarly, on a Sunday morning the 

Fajr congregation is very small. It is either holiday from Salaah, or 

holiday from Jamaat or holiday from the prescribed time of Salaah. 

This is a western concept.  

At one stage I was a board member of an Islamic school but later 

resigned. The question that came about was pertaining to the 

annual sports day. I explained that it is necessary for every person to 

be physically fit, but just a single day should not be allocated in the 

year. The daily schedule of a person should have time for physical 

fitness. The west has allocated the day of Sunday as a holiday in the 

week, or three weeks per year are allocated, and one works for the 

remainder of the year.  
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Actually the daily schedule of a person must be such that one takes 

adequate rest daily so that one is able to reflect correctly. The 

Islamic system of holiday is for a change, and such a change is also 

for the sake of Deen. The day of Jumuah is reserved for Ibaadat. 

Very fortunate are those students and people that understand this 

and excel in Ibaadat on a Friday. The Ibaadat of Jumuah is so 

important that it cannot be carried out with all the other Ibaadat, as 

a person is required to carry out various practices such as taking a 

proper bath, reciting Suratul Kahf, performing Salaatut Tasbeeh, 

reciting a minimum of a thousand Durood and even more. One 

cannot carry out all these activities with one’s other Ibaadat so the 

day of Jumuah has been set aside for these particular acts of 

worship.  

In one Hadith, there are six actions that are required to be carried 

out on a Friday. If one does these actions, not only will he be given 

the Taufeeq to carry on, but will advance spiritually. How long can a 

car move that hasn’t gone to a filling station. Similarly, what is the 

use if a car goes to the filling station but doesn’t fill up. The day of 

Jumuah is like going to the filling station to fill up with spirituality. 

When Friday comes but if we don’t take any spirituality then how 

will we carry on. 

Many of us must have experienced that we have to be pushed for 

Salaah like a vehicle that doesn’t have petrol. The Naazim pushes us 

for Salaah, thereafter we are taken to the office for missing Salaah. 

If you have your own spirituality strength then you won’t be pushed 

rather you will lead the road for others. This is when we spend the 

day correctly. The same applies to our yearly holiday rather our 

yearly change. When it is our yearly holiday, our dressing changes, 

we do not recite the Quraan Sharif, and our salaah is also neglected.  
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SIMPLE THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND 

 وذكر فان الذكري تنفع املومنني

In this verse of the Quraan Sharif, Allah  says, “Remind, for verily 

reminder is beneficial for the Mumineen.” There are a few points 

which I normally discuss explaining to students as to how their time 

should be spent in the Madrasah. This is just a reminder. These are 

simple points which are not treated seriously due to them being so 

simple. If a student feels that he should learn something important 

then he records it but if he feels it unimportant then he doesn’t 

really bother. Those things that are down to earth and simple are 

most beneficial. However, Shaytaan makes us overlook them.  

Taleem (reading the Kitaab) is absolutely important but we overlook 

it, not giving it the importance that it deserves. The first point 

pertains to how we should spend our time in the Madrasah. We 

have come to the Madrasah to learn Deen therefore first preference 

should be afforded to this aspect. This is above our rest, food, 

comforts, etc. We sometimes give preference to our sleep, comfort, 

etc. whereas utmost importance should be attached to our Taleem. 

For this, one should be punctual for classes on time, in fact be in 

class a few minutes before classes commence. This indicates that 

the student is eager in acquiring knowledge. Allah  also sees that 

this servant is eager to acquire the knowledge of Deen and also 

deals with him accordingly. Avoid wasting time in between the 

lessons, one should not go unnecessarily to drink water, make 

wudhu, etc. If there is a genuine need to do any of these things, 

then one should do so.  
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MUTA’LAA 

The next point pertains to Muta’laa. This means that one should 

prepare for the next day’s lessons. It is not necessary to know all the 

details but merely having a brief idea of what will be discussed in 

the next day’s lesson is required. For this, one has to glance over the 

lesson.  

During lessons full attention should be given to what the Ustaad is 

saying. After the day’s lessons, all lessons should be repeated with 

fellow students. By doing this, one has studied the lesson thrice. He 

has prepared it very briefly, then heard it from the Ustaad and 

finally revised it. Hadrat Thanvi  has added a fourth advice to the 

above three and that is to revise the lessons from the first day of the 

year as though you are preparing for examinations tomorrow. If 

these advices are acted upon, everything will be fresh in the mind at 

the time of examinations.  

A Hafiz that doesn’t revise throughout the year has a challenge 

before him when the month of Ramdaan approaches. The Hafiz that 

revises his Dor throughout the year enjoys the month of Ramdaan as 

he is prepared for Taraweeh. The Day of Jumuah and Sunday can be 

used for this purpose. Another benefit of revising throughout the 

year is that one remembers the lessons throughout his life. If the 

lessons are memorised for the Imtihaan then the lessons are 

forgotten after the Imtihaan. That which is studied all the time, 

remains with one all the time.   

SALAAH 

The second important aspect is our Salaah. This is Fardh (obligatory) 

upon us. Students should therefore make sure that they are present 

for all their Salaah. A habit formed as a student remains with one 
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throughout his life. A Hifz student remains here (in the Madrasah) 

for two to three years and an Alim student for six to seven years. 

The habits formed during this period remains with one for life. An 

effort should be made to be present for Salaah in the first Saff. 

Students that are punctual and up to date with their Salaah do not 

end up having trouble with the Nazims and administration.  

MEALS 

We are all humans and therefore have to partake of meals. We 

should therefore eat our meals on time. Students should only eat 

Madrasah food to the extent that even home food should be 

avoided. One should totally refrain from take away food. There are 

very few that will actually act upon this but it is my duty to pass the 

message over to you. Food creates Anwaaraat (light) in the body. 

Take away foods create darkness in the body. How can one acquire 

knowledge when eating such food that contains darkness, such food 

that is prepared by non-Muslims and even served by non-Muslims. 

They breathing in the food all the time, their hands are touching it 

all the time. The effect is in the food. We are purchasing this food 

and eating it on a Thursday night. Can we ever expect Anwaaraat in 

our studies? We are in reality extinguishing the light of the 

knowledge that we have acquired with such food. There is various 

forms of impurities in take away foods.  

Madrasah food has abundance of Barakah in it. Similarly, the food 

prepared by the Tabligh Jamaat has the same effect. Unfortunately, 

nowadays some of the Jamaats are also purchasing take away foods. 

The bread and beans that is prepared by the Tabligh Jamaat has 

great amount of Anwaaraat in it. The third type of food with plenty 

of blessings is Khanqah food. The blessings of these foods are great. 
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There is no harm in the food that is prepared by the students. 

However, one should not over eat, nor should one under eat. 

SLEEP 

Fourthly, we need to sleep as we are humans. Students err in this 

aspect as well. They do not sleep when it is time to sleep yet they 

are sleeping when it isn’t time to sleep. After Mutaa’laa if we feel 

like having some tea or biscuits, there is no harm in doing so. 

However, we should then proceed to bed without wasting time. This 

is when students sit and talk particularly on a Thursday night. It then 

becomes difficult to wake up for Fajr and some even miss Fajr due to 

tiredness. Then the students wake up after the time Fajr has elapsed 

and is unable to sleep any longer as he is fresh whilst other students 

are resting. This causes disturbance to them.  Such students then 

sleep in class. Then they say, “I can’t become an Alim. The Madrasah 

system is very difficult to adapt to.” If one followed the system and 

took a rest on time, he will be fresh for classes.  

One of the most important things that we will mention is company. 

There are very good boys in the Madrasah and other type of boys as 

well. The best company is one’s Quraan Sharif and Kitaabs. Try and 

stick to these two. There is no better company than that. Don’t 

befriend fellow students. I remained in Darul Uloom Deoband and in 

my 3 year stay I cannot recall having a single friend. Others say that 

we can only recall that you were busy with your Kitaabs all the time. 

Be friends with your Kitaabs and be with your Kitaabs all the time. If 

you are a Hafiz student, be with your Quraan all the time. These are 

the things that will benefit you. May Allah  grant us the Taufeeq of 

practicing. Ameen!       
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WRITING ON OUR CLOTHING 

Many students wear clothing that include writing on it. It is Makrooh 

to wear such clothing. Such clothing distracts a Musalli performing 

Salaah. Many have writing on their T-shirt, jacket, socks, etc. and 

this distracts the Musalli performing Salaah at the rear. The Sunnah 

method is that our clothing should be kept clear.  

If we are unmindful of these things then worse things come in. 

Many years ago, I used to go to the Krugersdorp town Masjid for the 

Jumuah Salaah. On a particular Jumuah I had discussed various 

aspects pertaining to clothing. After Jumuah, a person came up to 

me and requested me to repeat my Bayaan the following week. I 

asked him the reason for such a request.  

He explained that most of the Muslims were moved from 

Krugersdorp to Azaadville leaving very few Muslims in the 

Krugersdorp area. The Masjid did not have an appointed Imaam. 

Therefore just a handful of Musallis would attend the Zuhr Salaah on 

a Saturday. A certain person decided to lead the congregation in 

Salaah on a particular Saturday whilst displaying the picture of a 

naked woman on his back. He didn’t make use of a Jubba even 

though it was available. If we do not curb and get rid of these issues, 

then it leads to such things. 

Even worse than this is that many people wear shoes, jackets, warm 

winter hats that include the Nike logo. This actually refers or 

symbolises the Greek goddess of success. This symbol is generally 

found on sportswear as it is a good omen that you will be successful 

and win the sporting event if you wear clothing that include such a 

sign. It has evil connotations that are equal to idol worship. No 

person will wear clothing that has a picture of the Hindu idol whilst 
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performing Salaah or even clothing with a Christian cross. These 

things are associated with Shirk.  

Unfortunately many Muslims in their unmindfulness wear a tie 

which has been defined as a symbol of the cross. Some T-shirts have 

the Emirates or adidas logo on it. Why must we advertise for them? 

We should actually be advertising for the Sunnat. Some clothing has 

such words which are unknown to us. This is quite dangerous. We 

shouldn’t have anything on our clothing whether it is the name of 

your city, country, football club, etc.  

If changing the clothing is not possible then it should be covered 

with some material or painted over. In our Madrasah we allow the 

Kurta that is below the knee and slit. There are those students that 

are wearing the long Kurta that extends up to the ankle which is not 

the Sunnat Kurta even though it is slit at the ends. The Kurta that is 

worn by the Ulema of Deoband and regarded as the Sunnat Kurta is 

that Kurta that is just below the knee with a 30 cm slit that allows 

for movement. The long Kurta reaches up to the ankles with just a 

5cm slit. Many students wear the short, slit Kurta during Madrasah 

time and wear the fashionable long Kurtas after Madrasah. A very 

good Alim who is now late had met with Usama bin Laden on several 

occasions who used to dress in the short, slit Kurta in spite of being 

a pure Arab of Saudia. The Alim met him whilst wearing the long 

Kurta. Usama bin Laden told him that his Kurta was not in 

accordance to the Sunnah. The proof of Usama bin Laden was that 

Umar  used to mount a galloping horse, which is not possible in 

the long Kurta. We should therefore be careful of our dressing which 

is also quite important. May Allah  grant us the Taufeeq of 

practising on these advices.   
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